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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


MR. BASIL SPENCE has been appointed a vice-president 4 
the RIBA. p.9 


A RESOLUTION calling on the executive to request the 
employers for an immediate wages increase was unanimously 
passed by the AUBTW at Dunoon on Tuesday. p. 98 


THE ASSOCIATED EXAMINING BOARD has recently 
been established to conduct examinations for the award of the 
General Certificate of Education for those entering industry 
and commerce. p. 99 


REPLYING to a question by Sir Alfred Bossom in the House of 
Commons, Mr. Henry Strauss said the report of the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Practices Commission on the supply of buildings 
in the Greater London area had been received and when printed, 
would be laid before Parliament. p. 101 


REFERRING to the recent wages campaign in his presidential 
address to the AUBTW conference, Mr. Harry Weaver said 
the total increase of 24d. per hour represented a weekly i increase 
of over 10s., which was as much as any other section of workers 
in this country were able to obtain in the same period—and 
more than most. p. 107 


THE LCC are seeking permission to proceed with the completion 
of the building of the north block at County Hall on the site in 
York-road and Chicheley-street. p. 107 


AN INVESTIGATION into the alleged losses on housing con- 
tracts carried out by direct labour at Lincoln is sought by the local 
branch of the FMB. p. 110 


THE RISE-AND-FALL CLAUSE 


AS the rise-and-fall clause in building contracts outlived 

its usefulness ? The Government Contracting Depart- 

ments evidently think that the time has come at least to restrict 

the application of the clause, and in this they are likely to have 
the support of a growing body of opinion. 

Some time ago, the National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers agreed with the Government contracting depart- 
ments that the rise-and-fall clause should not be used in the 
case of works estimated to cost less than £3,000 with an 
estimated contract period not exceeding four months. The 
National Federation have now disclosed that, in the early 
part of this year, the Government contracting departments 
proposed that provision should no longer be made in building 
contracts for price variations in respect of materials whatever 
the value and duration of the contract. The National 
Federation, jointly with the Federation of Civil Engineers, 
replied that the time was “ hardly opportune ” for altering the 
existing practice, and called attention to the wage claims then 
under consideration in a number of basic industries. ‘The 
Departments concerned accepted this view, but suggested 
that it would not be unreasonable in present circumstances to 
tender firm prices for works up to £10,000 in value, provided 
the period of completion did not exceed six months. To 
this eminently practical compromise, the National Federation 
replied that it would operate unfairly against contractors who 
normally undertake only small contracts ; the Federation also 
suggested that the raising of the agreed limits for firm price 
contracting was not the way to encourage a return to firm 
prices, although they agreed that this was the objective of 
both parties. It is not clear from the National Federation’s 
account of these negotiations whether the Federation of Civil 
Engineering Contractors associated themselves with the 
Federation on this aspect of the matter ; the civil engineerin 
contractors would, of course, not be so much concerned wit 
the problems of the smaller contracts. In any event, it is 
clear that the Ministry asked the Federation to reconsider 
the matter, and that that Federation is not inclined to alter 
its attitude. 

This is unfortunate. As long ago as 1944 the Simon 
Report pointed out that the rise-and-fall clause detracted 
from the value of the fixed price contract as a means of ensuring 
keen buying of materials, and that it prevented a pre- 
contract determination of the total cost. Obviously in 1944 
and the yéars that followed conditions were such that the 
rise-and-fall clause was an essential feature of building con- 
tracts. Conditions to-day, however, are very different. 
Materials prices are much more stable than they were three 
or four years ago. The Board of Trade price index of 
materials used in building and civil engineering (June, 
1949 = 100) rose to a peak figure of 137.3 in April, 1952, 
fell to 130.0 by December of that year and since then has not 
varied by more than 1.2 points. There are indications of 


a slight rise during the past few months, as might be expected 
following the recent increases in freight transport costs, but 
there is no indication of any large-scale movement in materials 
prices. 


P 
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It is, of course, difficult to forecast the movement in prices 
over the next two or three years, but there can surely be little 
or no objection to the proposal put forward by the Govern- 
ment contracting departments that the rise-and-fall clause 
should not be incorporated in respect of materials in contracts 
of less than {10,000 in value to be completed within six 
months. This is a modest proposal compared with that put 
forward recently by the Robertson Committee (on which 
the NFBTE were fully represented) that consideration 
should be given to dispensing with the clause in contracts 
entered into for periods not exceeding twelve months without 
apparently any limit of value. It would surely have been 
more statesmanlike on the part of the NFBTE to have sug- 
gested to the Ministry that the matter be investigated by a 
meeting of manufacturers, merchants and contractors, as 
recommended by the Robertson Committee. The Federa- 
tion’s suggestion that proposals on the lines put forward by 
the Government contracting departments would discriminate 
unfairly against the smaller contractors is not altogether 
convincing ; no doubt these proposals would involve some 
degree of risk to the smaller contractors, but—remembering 
that they had to do it before the war—they ought to be able 
to forecast with some reasonable degree of confidence the 
course of prices over a period of six months to a year. 


There is perhaps one legitimate fear which may be in the 
minds of the builders. However carefully the contractor 
may plan his work, delays can and do arise from a variety 
of causes beyond his control. Extras and variations ordered 
by the building owner, delay in the delivery of plans by the 
architect, and delays in the delivery of materials by the 
suppliers are the obvious examples. These are, of course, 
all matters in respect of which the architect under the RIBA 
Standard Form can grant an extension of time, and at present 
if that delay involves the contractor in higher prices for 
materials he is protected by the rise-and-fall clause. The 
abolition of the rise-and-fall clause would deprive him of his 
remedy in this latter respect—except that, in so far as delays 
are due to the building owner or his agent, the contractor 
may have action for damages in the courts. It seems to us 
that the builders might fairly ask for the inclusion in the 
RIBA contract of some clause which would give them some 
protection against the defaults of persons other than them- 
selves. What they are not entitled to insist on is protection 
against their own inability to forecast the course of materials 
prices over fairly short periods. That is a form of “ feather- 
bedding ” which the public may begin to resent. 


Fortunately, there are contractors who believe that the 
time has come when the rise-and-fall clause can be dispensed 
with. They are confident in their ability to tender firm prices 
and to deal with the unexpected by keen and efficient buying. 
It is to be hoped that the NFBTE will give a lead on these 
lines. The Federation has a duty to protect its members’ 
interests, but it also has a duty not to protect inefficiency. 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND GCE 


ig is a common complaint of industry and commerce to-day 

that their share of the most able youth of the generation 
is less than the future needs of the country require. A 
closely-related opinion holds that, in the esteem of head- 
masters and of many parents, commercial and industrial 
occupations rank low by comparison with the professions, 
“Jearned ” or otherwise. 


The 1944 Education Act sought to improve this position 
by recognising a technical division of secondary education, 
a stream through which boys and girls would flow naturally 
into industry, some of them through the technical colleges 
and the technological faculties of universities. But secondary 
school leaving examinations are firmly fixed in the public 
mind as a means of differentiating the more able pupils from 
the rest and those specially responsible for developing second- 
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ary technical courses complained that their work was hampered 
by the outlook of the existing examining bodies for the General 
Certificate of Education, organisations which formerly 
examined for the School and Higher School Certificates and 
concerned themselves almost entirely with secondary grammar 
schools. 


In these circumstances has come into being the Associated 
Examining Board for the General Certificate of Education, 
“* Associated ” because of its joint sponsorship by “ the old 
firm ” of technical education, the City and Guilds of London 
Institute and the regional examining unions. Its main 
purpose is to provide GCE papers which will encourage, in 
secondary schools, an outlook towards the world of industry 
and commerce, but it will also help the further education 
student who wishes to record subjects on his General Certifi- 
cate of Education. The preparation of syllabuses for a full 
range of examinations to be held in 1955 has been a labour 
of Hercules for teachers, mainly in secondary technical 
schools and technical colleges, who have given their services 
to the work of the various subject panels, and some of their 
work has already received the commendation of the Secondary 
Schools Examinations Council for the liveliness of ideas and 
freshness of approach. 


For the Building Subjects Panel, the considerations have 
involved academic problems of peculiar complexity. There 
has been a natural wish to establish, both at ordinary and 
advanced levels, certain subjects with a characteristic building 
flavour, but the current approach to these subjects is, in many 
cases, of doubtful validity for secondary schools. The extent 
to which policy should be directed towards satisfying the 
needs of candidates no longer at school, even when these 
needs cannot be reconciled with those of secondary school 
pupils, remains a major problem for the new Examining 
Board and, indeed, for the Secondary Schools Examinations 
Council itself. 


The discussions arising from this dilemma must, however, 
have profound and beneficial effects on building education as 
a whole. The basic educational value of subjects such as 
Building Construction have long been recognised, but the 
usual approach to the subject, eminently appropriate for the 
part-time courses in which it was developed, makes less than 
the best use of the teaching material from the point of view 
of the full-time student. If this is true for further education, 
it is doubly true in a secondary school, and it may well be 
that from experiments there will come valuable ideas for the 
liberalising of the later courses. But apart from individual 
subjects, an extension of these studies in the schools must 
influence the structure of courses of further education. A 
boy from the sixth form of a secondary technical school, 
entering industry at 18 and holding a General Certificate of 
Education with certain subjects at Advanced Level, will 
demand some recognition of this qualification on admission 
to a National Certificate Course. The present structure of 
those courses makes adequate recognition difficult but, if the 
students are forthcoming, the structure must be changed. 


All these considerations presuppose the concern of industry 
to recruit at least a share of the boys and girls who do well at 
school. A large section of industry, in staking its claim, 
backs its demands by an active interest in the further education 
and training of such entrants. By comparison, the interest 
of the building industry is lukewarm and timid. Lacking 
the guidance of an active professional institution, subject to 
sectional differences and regional jealousies, it is not surprising 
that the idea of a career on the contracting side of the building 
industry is unknown in the schools and absent from the 
reference books. Direction of secondary schools towards 
industry will benefit only those industries organised to receive 
the stream of entrants and guide smoothly its flow. The 
building industry would do well to consider devoting a some- 
what less minute part of its resources and energies to this end. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


UNFORTUNATE OMISSIONS 


ae T= CRITICS,” in their radio 

programme last Sunday morning, 
discussed the recently completed restora- 
tions of two war-damaged Wren churches, 
St. Stephen’s, Walbrook, and St. James’s, 
Piccadilly, and it was pleasing to find them 
unanimous (except on a minor point or 
two) in their praise of these works. It 
was right to mention the name of Mr. 
Godfrey Allen in connection with St. 
Stephen’s, but why omit that of the late 
J. Gilbert P. Meaden, who was chiefly 
responsible for the restoration? As to 
St. James’s, the listener was left to imagine 
it had restored itself, which is not very 
complimentary to Professor Richardson. 
The builders too—respectively Messrs. 
Duncan Cameron (London), Ltd., and 
Messrs. Rattee and Kett—would have 
appreciated mention. 

There is plenty of name-mentioning in 
BBC programmes, and there seems to be 
no particular reason why architects and 
builders should not receive credit where 
credit is due. Buildings do not just 
happen. We are reminded of the story 
told cf W. 'T. Best, one-time organist— 
and a very brilliant one—at St. George’s 
Hall, Liverpool. Best’s services were 
enlisted in connection with a large meet- 
ing in the Hall, and at a certain point in 
the proceedings the rather pompous 
chairman announced, ‘The organ will 
now play.’ Best did nothing. In a 
louder voice the chairman repeated, ‘‘ The 
organ will now play!’ Best turned on 
his seat and remarked icily, ‘‘ Very well, 
let it play!” 


THE ARTS AND THE CITY 


Str Davip Eccies has made a timely 
plea for the sculptor’s and mural painter’s 
arts. Speaking at the Worshipful Company 
of Haberdashers’ dinner on Monday last, 
the Minister of Works said that too 
many City developers were frightened 
of being called ostentatious or queer if 
they commissioned living artists to 
decorate their new buildings. They 
seemed to think that all modern artists 
were the long-haired men or the short- 
trousered wornen whose works were 
nothing but ugly distortions. 

Sir David appealed to the Livery 
Companies who were going to rebuild 
their blitzed halls, and in many cases to 
add a block of offices, to set the fashion of 
fine contemporary decoration. He sug- 
gested that they should encourage their 
architects to provide in their designs for 
some sculpture and mural paintings. 
He was sure that the architects would 
welcome a lead of this kind. It cost no 
more to furnish in good taste than in bad, 
and half a dozen examples in the City of 
the best work of living designers and 
craftsmen would start a revival in the 
decorative arts throughout the country. 


THE LATE GUY CHURCH 


WE regret to record the death of Mr. 
Guy Church, FRIBA, at his home at 
Aldwick Bay, Sussex, on July 13. 
Articled to Prof. Beresford Pite, he also 
studied at the AA Schools and built up a 
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GOVERNMENT OFFICES AT BIRMINGHAM.—This model of the proposed 
Government offices to be erected at Birmingham, was shown by the Ministry. of 
Works at the Production Exhibition (which closed at Olympia, London, on Wed- 


nesday, July 14). 


The first section of the building 


, to be completed by the end of 


1957, will accommodate a staff of 1,000. It has been planned to give the maximum 

amount of unrestricted natural light, whilst preserving the angle of light to surround- 

The building will be largely prefabricated with built-in heating 
panels, plumbing sets and partition walls. 


ing properties. 





considerable domestic practice. He was 
at various times on the teaching staff of 
the AA and also the Putney School of Art, 
and for many years was architectural 
editor of the Ideal Home magazine. Guy 
Church was a popular member of the 
Savage Club where his lively sense of 
humour and considerable histrionic gifts 
were seen to advantage at the famous 
Saturday night entertainments of that 
club. He was 74. 


STUDENTS’ PHOTOGRAPHY 


THE RANKS of professional photo- 
graphers should be considerably richer in 
content when the present students of 
photography pass out from the Regent- 
street Polytechnic. The high standard of 
students’ work displayed in the exhibition, 
which closed yesterday, reflected greatly 
on the excellence of the training available 
at the Polytechnic. One of the greatest 
contributions to the interest of an exhibi- 
tion of this kind is the way it is possible 
to see how different students handle the 
same subject: the results show a great 
deal of original thought on the part of 
the students and are ones of which the 
Principal and his staff can be justly 
proud. 


APPOINTMENT 


EDINBURGH CORPORATION have ap- 
pointed as Assistant City Architect, Mr. 
Thomas Henry Corner, ARIBA, AMTPI. 
Mr. Corner, who was formerly Chief 








COMING EVENTS 
TUESDAY, #ULY 20 

GEORGIAN GrouP.—Annual meeting. Society of 
Antiquaries, Burlington House, Piccadilly, W1. 5 p.m. 

NORTHERN POLYTECHNIC.—Distribution of diplomas 
by Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE, FRIBA, president RIBA. 
Polytechnic, Holloway- road, N.7. 6.30 p.m. Exhi- 
bition of work will remain open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m 
on July 21. 

WEDNESDAY, FULY 21 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS.—Annual General Meeting. 
48, Bedford-square, WC1. 2.30 p.m. 

LonDON SocieTty.—Annual meeting and an address 
by General Sir Bernard Paget. Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea. 5.30 p.m. 

HovusinG CENTRE.—Annual conference. County 
Hall, SE1. 2.30 p.m. Continuing on July 22 and 23. 


Architect to the City of Cambridge, will 
commence duty in Edinburgh on July 19. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Following the retirement of Mr. F. Q. FARMER, 
FRIBA, as a partner, MR. FRANKLAND DarK, FRIBA, 
has taken into partnership Mr. THomas A. EATON 
ARIBA, and Mr. WILLIAM A. HENDERSON, ARIBA. 
The firm will continue to practise under the style of 
MEssrRS. FARMER AND Dark, at Romney House, Tufton- 
street, London, SW1. Mr. F. Q. Farmer remains 
consultant to the firm. 

Mr. Denis CLARKE HALL, FRIBA, of 6, Masons 
Yard, Duke-street, St. James’s, SW1, has taken into 
partnership Mr. H. S. SCORER, ARIBA, for the purpose 
of opening a branch office in Lincoln, ‘under the name 
of Messrs. CLARKE HALL AND SCORER, F/ARIBA, at 
200, High-street, Lincoln (tel. : 10734), where he will 
be pleased to receive trade catalogues, etc. 

Mr. HERBERT THEARLE, BArch, FRIBA, has taken 
into partnership his brother, MR. LAURENCE BENNETT 
THEARLE, BArch, ARIBA. The practice will continue 
under the name of Messrs. HERBERT ‘THEARLE, chartered 
architects, from 66, Rodney-street, Liverpool, 1 

The partnership previously existing between MR, 
F. H. WALKER and Mr. J. CARTER, under the title of 
Walker, Carter and Walker, chartered architects, 
Windermere, has been dissolved some little time ago 
by mutual consent. MR. H. WALKER, FRIBA, will 
continue his praetice from the same address as hereto- 
fore. Telephone: Windermere 233. 

Mr. PHILip R. MIDDLETON, DipArch, ARIBA, has 
resigned his appointment as Architect to the Middles- 
brough Education Committee, and is commencing fn 
private practice at Court Chambers, Albert-road, 
Middlesbrough, on September 1 next. 

Mr. W. H. HUTCHINSON, FRICS, chartered quantity 
surveyor, has moved his office to 47, Whitehall, SW1 
(tel.: Trafalgar 1488). 

Mr. C. V. BLUMFIELD, BSc, MICE, MIStructE, 
consulting engineer, has removed, as from July 1, to 
32, Corkran-road, Surbiton, Surrey. (Tel.: Elm- 
bridge 8833.) 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 


Saturday, Fuly 15, 1854 


BATTERSEA-PARK.—On a vote of 25,0002 
being called for from the Commons, 
towards the cost of forming Battersea-park, 
a long discussion ensued on metropolitan 
improvements in general, and the sources 
whence they ought to be derived. Lord 
R. Grosvenor complained that while the 
Government disclaimed all trusteeship in 
the matter, no other authority was 
appointed to carry out improvements 
which were much needed for the health 
and recreation of the community. His 
lordship particularly referred to a subject 
we have often brought under notice— 
the gradual extinction of all open spaces. ... 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART 


Industrial Design Exhibition 


WORK by the Royal College of Art 

Scheols of Industrial Design is on 
public show at the Western Galleries, 
Imperial Institute-road, South Kensington 
(10 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. weekdays, including 
Saturdays), until July 24. It goes without 
saying, writes Basil Marriott, that the 
level is very high. 


The College enjoys a cachet sometimes 
attracting criticism which other schools 
escape. This can, of course, be written off 
as jealousy, or more charitably as sympathy 
for the underprivileged. But there are 
less ‘subjective points of view, and the 
College no doubt sensibly accepts criticism 
as the back-handed compliment intended, 
as here. 


The label industrial design seems used 
at the RCA to distinguish what used to be 
called ‘‘ applied arts ’”’ from the fine arts— 
both ambiguous phrases. Though no one 
professionally concerned denies the bear- 
ing of discipline inclining towards handi- 
craftsmanship on _ industrial design 
“‘ proper,’’ the relationship may not be so 
clear to the uninitiated. 'The RCA now 
addresses itself directly to industry, 
where there tends to be a preoccupation 
with ‘brass tacks.’’ It is therefore 
peculiarly vulnerable, and perhaps plays 
safe. The result, judged from exhibitions, 
is best described as suggesting that the 
RCA seems content to reflect and improve 
upon, rather than lead, current trends. 


This, however, may be due to selection 
policy; when an exhibition is, say, at 
the V. and A., it is understandable. 
But when on home ground, some red- 
blooded blobs would surely be excusable, 
if only to point up the rest. One tidies-up 
for an At Home, but need not apologise 
for the children’s “ comics.’’ ‘To say, 
therefore, that the show at South 
Kensington is accomplished to a fault is 
a soft impeachment, but its consistency is 
also a little odd. ‘The word that springs 
to mind—and stays there after considera- 
tion—is ‘‘ etiolated,’” though not in the 
literal sense of being grown in the dark, 
but of a hot-house product needing 
hardening-off before transplantation, and 
a more run-of-the-mill selection might 
correct the. impression. 


ADROIT MOUNTING 


The mounting in a long, narrow 
gallery is adroit. Space here being also 
limited, the serious assessment it deserves 
is impossible. If the woven furnishing 
fabrics are dismissed as a little dull, 
they are eminently marketable. Of the 
dress fabrics, I particularly liked a 
raspberry pink one by Mary Fieldhouse. 
A row of elegantly etiolated _ umbrellas 
revived my fear of lethal accessories 
until women learn the proper conduct of a 
clouded cosh, though I am the last to 
snarl about fish-queues when confronted 
with sartorial nonsenses. 


The exquisite glassware here and there 
suggests that art: nouveau is dangerous 
tack for the young, though it is as well to 
prepare for -its. heralded revival. ‘The 
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** Boy ! Another chota-peg !”’ 











ceramics are less typed : Kenneth Sproson 
is more formally adventurous as opposed 
to merely devising new decoration for 
traditional shapes. Furniture ranges 
from ‘‘ sound contemporary’”’ to essays 
in what I will call “ buttockcups and 
daisies’ of anthropometrical pretensions. 


Some splendid clocks by Nigel Chapman 
avoid borax (difficult in product design) 
and are charming bijoux as well as 
carrying functional conviction. I noted 
that the Little Hut exercise seems Square 
One for interior design as well as architec- 
tural students, reverse from the 
aediculous to the sublime (pace Mr. 
Summerson). 


I do not think the students are really 
overawed by their surroundings, or the 
RCA by the industry it seeks to serve. 
But I would like to see the younger 
people, who ought to be noisily breaking 
new ground, when not on their best 
behaviour. 


jv 


Works for Embassies 


Tue Minister of Works, Sir David 
Eccles, speaking at the convocation of the 
Royal College of Art, held in the Royal 
College of Music, South Kensington, on 
July 9, invited artists to submit designs 
for six-fold screens to be used in British 
embassies. 


Designs may be classical or modern, 
and some preference will be given to 
those which represent an aspect of the 
Crown; for example, royal palaces or 
residences, royal arms or the emblems of 
the armed services, or historic occasions 
in British history at home or overseas. 
But the Minister does not limit artists in 
the choice of subject. 


The Minister will pay from his fund 
for works of art, £75 for the execution of 
each successful design. 


Artists wishing to submit designs should 
apply as soon as possible for details to the 
Minister’s Private Secretary, Lambeth 
Bridge House, London, SE1. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


SCHOOL PLANNING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your issue of July 2 calls atten- 
tion to the fact that considerably more 
research is required before prefabricated 
and substitute materials are recommended 
by architects to replace traditional building 
materials and methods, particularly as 
maintenance costs are now so high. 

The new school you then illustrate 
[Yew ‘Tree Hill County Infants’ School, 
Dudley] appears to flout other aspects of 
good architectural design. Surely, in an 
infants’ school, the sanitary accommoda- 
tion should be centrally placed adjoining 
the cloak-rooms, but it will be noted that 
from the front of the assembly hall a 
child has to walk over a furlong to relieve 
itself and return to class room 1, to 
say nothing of having to climb up 15 steps. 

Apart from this, if hot water is provided 
for the washbasins, there is a needless 
additional run of nearly 200 ft. of flow 
and return pipes—thus increasing capita! 
cost, fuel consumption and maintenance 
(this applying also to the heating system), 
due to the position of the boiler’ room. 
Again, the dining hall is planned with its 
long side—all windows—looking north 
and with the serving counter at the end. 
Had it faced west, building and heating 
costs would have been reduced and 
service made 50 per cent. easier. 

The economy of asbestos sheeting roofs 
with insulation board and glass wool 
ceilings to the classrooms, instead of 
traditional construction, would also appear 
to be a very doubtful expedient. 

GiLBert H. Jenkins [FRIBA]. 

24, Daleham-gardens, NW3. 


«*y We have shown this letter to Mr. 
John T’, Lewis, ARIBA, Dudley Borough 
Architect, who writes: I have read with 
interest the criticisms of Mr. Gilbert H. 
Jenkins, which would no doubt be true 
of a scheme on a flat and ample site. 
However, in this case the. site had a one in 
five cross fall from north to south, causing 
a severe limitation to be imposed on flexible 
planning. 'The only access is from a very 
steep road on the east of the site. 

Had it been possible to place the lava- 
tories in the position behind the cloak- 
rooms it might have been considered, but 
the levels of the ground generally made 
it impracticable. The heating chamber 
was planned to be accessible for the fuel, 
and to avoid digging in solid rock. 

The school is for both infants and 
juniors, the former being accommodated 
near the lavatories, and the latter having 
the vigour and agility of youth on their 
side when mounting. and descending the 
15 steps. ‘The orientation of the .dining 
hall as Mr. Jenkins suggests might well 
result in the north end being interred in 
the adjoining grave yard, and the south 
end being airborne. ' 

I agree with Mr. Jenkins about the 
asbestos sheet roofing, though its use was 
due to an expedient: of a very different 
nature from what he supposes. I would 
be most pleased to show Mr. Jenkins 
over this and other schools should he 
care to visit. Dudley at any time. 


. (Continued on page 95) 
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THE BUILDER 


View of west facade, northern end. 


SCENERY BLOCK: BBC TELEVISION CENTRE, W12 


Architect 
GRAHAM DAWBARN, CBE, MA, FRIBA (NORMAN & DAWBARN), in association 
with M. T. TUDSBERY, CBE, FCGI, MICE, Consulting Civil Engineer to the BBC 


Quantity Surveyors 
MESSRS. AINSLEY 


Builders 
HIGGS & HILL, LTD. 


View of north-west corner. 
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View from north-east. Below 


HE proposal for this scheme 
involved the planning of just 
over half the 13-acre site for the needs 
of the Television Service, the remainder 
of the site being left unplanned in any 
detail until the BBC was in a position 
to judge how it should be developed to 
meet the demands of the service in the 
light of later experience. 
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RARE rere 


: Layout. Stippled are the buildings now erected or under construction. 


The architectural conception of the 
half-site scheme had, however, to take 
into account the development of the 
site as a whole. The curvilinear “‘ tail- 
piece ’’ seen on the site plan provided 
that measure of flexibility necessary for 
the planning of the second half of the 
site when requirements had _ been 
decided. It is now envisaged that the 


‘ tail-piece ” shall provide, in addition 
to further studios, a large garage, a 
block of rehearsal-rooms, and possibly 
a roof “‘ heliport.” 

The scenery block here illustrated, 
which covers approximately one acre, 
is the first part of the project to be 
completed. It has been designed to 
take its place as a unit in the general 
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architectural conception. Extensive 
workshops are provided for carpenters, 
property - makers, scenic - artists and 
others engaged in the making of 
scenery for studio productions. ‘There 
is also a high (26 ft.) setting-space where 
scenery is assembled together with 
large areas in which scenery and pro- 
perties, suitable for re-use, can be 


stored. 

The scenery block building contains, 4 
in addition, 200 offices for the use of —_-. 
administrative staff, producers, de- seat TL = “a 
signers, etc., also, temporarily, a an i He ae” — 
canteen for use of occupants of the FT Lie 


block until such time as the main block shee a 


is built. The basement is completely 
tanked up to ground level with rein- 
forced concrete floors and walls except 
for certain lengths of wall where 
possible extension has been planned. 
The structure as a whole is steel framed, 
the outer stanchions being carried on 
aha —s be fe em = Office of Sir George Barnes, Director of Television Broadcasting. 
forced concrete where heavy loading 

is required; otherwise, of pot con- 

struction. 





In the scenic artists’ studio with its 
clear height of 65 ft. from floor to roof 
beams, prestressed pre-cast concrete 
columns are used, designed to resist 
horizontal wind loads as cantilevers. 
The external walls generally are 12-in. 
cavity, faced with two types of brick 
which were selected with an eye to 
availability during the erection of the 
whole scheme. The scenic artists’ 
studio is roofed with metal decking and 
contains a lantern. The roof over the 
26-ft. high setting space is of barrel 
vault construction. 


Main Studio Block.—This block, 
when built, will consist of a multi- 
storey “ ring”? providing accommoda- 
tion for dressing-rooms, wardrobe- 
service, engineering, and offices, around 
a garden of 150 ft. diameter. Radiating 
from the “‘ring”’ will be television 
production studios and their ancil- 
laries, together with two “ presenta- 
tion’ studios (where announcements, 
captions, etc., are inserted), telecine 
and telerecording areas, and a central 
control-room. 








The outer periphery of the studios 
will be enclosed by a continuous run- 
way, along which units of scenery, 
properties, etc., can be conveyed from 
the scenery block direct to the studios, 
these services being thereby segregated 
from areas allocated to artists, etc. 


Canteen Block.—Work has just com- 
menced on this block. Initially, it will 
be divided and used for rehearsal pur- 
poses. Works Block.—This will house 
the workshops for the maintenance and 
repair of technical equipment and an 
experimental laboratory where lighting 
and optical effects can be tried out. It . i 
will also provide accommodation for er & ' } es iad 3 gz 
staff engaged on building maintenance. ; aad 





The Centre will have its main en- ‘ 
trances on Wood-lane and a secondary : : ; . +o. See ay 
entrance on Frithville-gardens—which f ee" bs 
leads to the BBC Television Studios in : ’ es at 
Lime-grove. Parking space will be : Viaiigg 
provided within the curtilage of the A : 
site for all cars using the Centre. 
Following is a list of sub-contractors 
and suppliers engaged in connection 
with the erection of the scenery block : 

Asphalt tanking, bitumen felt roofing, 


Ragusa Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd.; boiler P 
chimney stack, Tileman, Ltd.; facing bricks, The library. 
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Plans of the scenery block. 
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BBC TELEVISION CENTRE, W12: Sections—scenery block. 


R. Y. Ames; glass and concrete roof lights, and Bayliss, Ltd. ; ironmongery, Taylor Pearse Switchgear and Cowans, Ltd.; man low-ten- 
J. A. King and Co., Ltd.; heating installation, and Co.; Korkoid flooring, ‘‘ Korkoid”’ sion distribution board, Switchgear and 
Rosser and Russell, Ltd. ; lifts—passengerand Decorative Floors, Ltd.; accotile floors, Cowans, Ltd. sub-main ae and 
goods electric lifts, Waygood-Otis, Ltd.; Rowan and Boden, Ltd.; lettering and _ distribution gear, Cantie, Ltd. step-down 
lift—‘‘ Electroil,”” hydraulic scenery lift, Aldous numerals, Lettering Centre; ‘lightning conduc- transformers, English Electric " Co., Ltd. ; 
and Campbell, Ltd.; metal windows, Cc. E. cose, j. Ww. Gray and Sons, Ltd.; paint: emergency lighting battery, Pritchett and Gold 
Welstead, Ltd. ; paints—oil, Thomas Smithand external concrete paint, Chemical Building and E.P.S. Co., Ltd.; lighting fittings, Holo- 
Sons, Ltd. ; ’prestressed concrete, Concrete Products, Ltd.; paint: emulsion, Silexine phane, Ltd., Benjamin, Ltd., Strand Electric, 
Development Co., Ltd.; roller shutters an Paints, Ltd.; paint: Cementone, Joseph Ltd., Revo, Ltd., Courtney Pope and Co., 
steel doors, Dreadnought, Fireproof Door Freeman and Sons, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, Dent _Ltd., Troughton and Young, Ltd., Hailwood 
(1930), Ltd.; scenic artists’ studio equipment and Hellyer, Ltd.; w.c. partitions, Venesta, and Ackroyd, Ltd.; fire protection equipment, 
Knight Theatre Equipment, Ltd.; sprinkler Ltd.; pressed steel tanks, Braithwaite and Co. bg Kidde Co., Ltd. ; rising main cables, 


installation, Mather and Platt, Ltd.’ (Structural), Ltd. precast concrete eaves . T. Henley, Ltd. ; earthing, B.I.C.C., Ltd. ; 
Cement glaze, Robb’s Cement Enamel units, Girlings’ ae, Concrete Co. Ltd. eat cables, Britannic Cable, Ltd . B.1.C.C., 
Finishes, Ltd.; fire equipment, Merryweather Electric wiring contractors, Barlow and td. ; mineral insulated cables, Pyrotenax, 


and Sons, Ltd.; entrance gates, Bayliss, Jones Young, Ltd.; main high voltage switchgear, Ltd.; fire alarms, Gents, Ltd. 





Entrance hall. Corridor to offices. 
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View from south-west. 





FLATS ON THE ACKROYDON ESTATE, WANDSWORTH 
for London County Council: A Housing Medal Award Scheme 


Architect to LCC 
DR. #. L. MARTIN, MA, FRIBA 


Principal Housing Architect Assistant Housing Architect 
H. ¥. WHITFIELD LEWIS, ARIBA MICHAEL POWELL, BA, ARIBA 
Architect-in-Charge Assistant Architect-in-Charge 
H. G. GILLETT, ARIBA A. P: ROACH 
Builders 


TERSONS, LTD. 
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ha Ackroydon Estate, which was selected as the 

pilot scheme for the introduction of mixed 
development, has made use of the 11-storey ‘“ point ”’ 
blocks, the first of which has recently been completed 
and is now fully tenanted. It is one of three identical 
blocks on this estate and is 11-storeys high and contains 
32 flats with three flats to a typical floor. Each flat is 
planned in a separate wing with ample windows giving 
a wide range of aspect as well as prospect and maximum 
privacy. 

From the upper floors some magnificent views are 
obtained ; the building being nearly 100 ft. high and 
the site about 170 ft. above sea level. At the junction 
of the wings is a central core comprising two lifts, 
main and escape staircases and a spacious balcony 
landing. The lifts stop at alternate floors, this being 
economical in capital as well as maintenance costs, 
whilst ensuring the minimum of inconvenience should 
one lift be out of service. 

The living-room is situated at the end of each wing. 
It has a large balcony the full width of the room with 
the kitchen at the other end and opening directly from 
it ; adjoining the door is a glazed panel which ensures 
maximum sun penetration in both rooms and enables 
the housewife, whilst in the kitchen, to supervise her 
children at play in the living-room or on the balcony. 
Each flat has two bedrooms, a bathroom, separate 
we and a linen cupboard. 

The structure, specially designed by Messrs. 
Bylander and Waddell, consulting engineers, is a 
reinforced concrete frame with solid reinforced con- 
crete floors enabling economical re-use of shuttering. 
Moreover, by cantilevering the floor slabs beyond the 
line of the columns a saving in steel has been possible, 
and the external walls, expressed fully as curtain walls, 
provide opportunity for full room-width windows. 


The lift shaft has been insulated from the adjoining 
rooms by a cavity wall and all floors are insulated from 
the structural floor by layers of fibreglass. The external 
face of the concrete aprons has been sprayed with a 
plastic textured finish and the end walls of each wing 
are of cavity construction with brick facing. Space 
heating is by the latest type of gas fire in the living- 
room, which warms by convection as well as by radia- 
tion, and by an electric radiant heater in the kitchen 
above the draining board, but out of normal reach. 
Water heating for the flats is by means of an electric 
immersion heater unit under the draining board. 


On the ground-floor is a small laundry with washing 
machines and drying cabinets, hot water being sup- 
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TYPICAL FLOOR PLAN 
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ELEVEN STOREY POI B 
LCC. ACKROYDON ESTATE! WAN 


plied by electric thermal storage cylinders. A toddlers’ 
playroom adjoins the laundry and has an observation 
screen. To facilitate fire fighting a dry rising main is 
provided in the core of the building and there is also 
a roadway which gives access to each wing in case of 
need for fire brigade escape ladder. Following is a 
list of sub-contractors : 

Tarmacadam, Wainwright Paving and Contracting Co., 
Ltd., Richmond, Surrey; electrical installation, Haines 
and Sheppard, Ltd., and Duncan Watson (Electrical 


An interior view of a 


typical flat. 
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Engineers), Ltd. ; plastic tile flooring, Marley Tile Co., ‘ of th 
Ltd., Sevenoaks, Kent; Lift installation, Bennie Lifts, y ; issue). 
Ltd., and Express Lift Co., Ltd. ; hot- and cold-water | iB Ao concer 
services and ventilation to laundries, Benham and Sons, i" a pA the fa 
Ltd., and Champions (London), Ltd. ; dry rising mains, Pi ‘ qualif: 
Automatic Sprinkler Co., Ltd. ; cement glazing, Prodorite, : go> ee tay buildi: 
Ltd. ; lightning conductors, R. C. Cutting and Co., Ltd. ay 2 || Bag tg > of his 
Demolition, Jeff Elbur, Ltd. ; formwork, scaffolding and pray adi i 2 eee Ea and le 
wrought ironwork, Scaffolding (Great Britain), Ltd., “J g Lee | | = ese other 
Mitcham, Surrey ; plumbing, Z. D. Berry and Sons, Ltd.; . 2 a 

painting, Jenner Bros. (Ilford), Ltd. ; glazing and patent it - ; ; van 
glazing, Faulkner, Greene and Co., Ltd.; plastering, . Beat ‘ . which 
Pollock Bros. (London), Ltd.; wall tiling, Parkinsons (Wal! rit s ‘ " se sions | 
Tiling), Ltd. ; asphalting and felt roofing, Kent Asphalte i , aor repres 
Co., St. Mary Cray, Kent; fencing, Invicta Fencing Co., ss rv es sce ae 4 , and tl 
Ltd., Harrow Weald, Middlesex. *. 5) i aa ra a "Trade 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 86) 
INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS : AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO REORGANISE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. Yeomans is to be warmly 
congratulated on his championship 
of the Institute of Builders (your last 
issue). He has displayed profound 
concern with regard to certain aspects' of 
the facilities for recruiting, training and 
qualifying the future executives of the 
building industry which is shared by many 
of his friends, but with his calm judgment 
and long experience of the industry, which 
other bodies have found of inestimable 
value, he has brought about conditions 
which have made possible joint discus- 
sions on these important matters between 
representatives of the Institute of Builders 
and the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. Let us hope that 
with statesmanship and goodwill on both 
sides these discussions will lead to a 
fruitful outcome in the not too distant 
future. 

May I join Mr. Yeomans in expressing 
the hope that there will be a really full 
attendance at the Annual General Meeting 
of the Institute, on Wednesday next, 
July 21, so that the Council may feel 
fortified by the interest shown by members 
in the work of the Institute, and may I 
strongly plead for a moratorium on the 
public discussion of Institute affairs so 
that the new president and his colleagues 
may have the opportunity of addressing 
themselves to the many urgent problems 
facing them without distraction or embar- 
rassment. ‘ 

Davip Woope!neE ParisH [FIOB] 

11, Buckingham Palace-gardens, SW1. 


CITY REBUILDING AND THE 
PUBLIC 


To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—It has recently been suggested 
that the City Corporation should 
appoint’ a Public Relations Officer, one 
of whose duties would be to keep the public 
informed on the progress of plans for the 
rebuilding of the City. Whether or not 
such an appointment is made, it is obvious 
that something should be done quickly 
to keep the Press, and therefore the public, 
up to date with current planning and 
building developments. Hitherto such 
information as we have had about indi- 
vidual projects has been derived either 
from perspectives supplied to the Press 
by the developers or from casual adver- 
tisements of letting space, . generally 
accompanied by small reproductions of 
perspective drawings of exteriors. Apart 
from indicating something of the architec- 
tural quality of particular projects, these 
are of little value since they show a 
relationship neither to adjacent schemes 
nor to redevelopment as a whcle. 

I note from the Parliamentary report in 
your last issue that, replying to a question 
about what the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission regard as the low. architectural 
standards of reconstruction “ of central 
urban areas,’’ Mr. Marples stated in effect 
that the City’s planning consultants, 


Dr. Charles Holden and Professor Sir 
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William Holford, were regularly meeting 
officers of the Corporation and of the 
County Council to consider the general 
form of development for each of the main 
building units in the war-damaged areas 
of the City, and that close and early col- 
laboration with the Commission on ques- 
tions of design would be assured. 

That is encouraging news, but what of 
the public? Are they to be told nothing ? 
If, as has so often been claimed, an 
informed public opinion is. necessary on 
the architectural developments of our 
time, then the rebuilding of the City 
provides a first-class opportunity of 
creating it. Is it too much to hope that, 
whether or not a PRO is appointed, the 
City Corporation will make available to 
the Press, as and when opportunity 
occurs, suitable drawings and particulars 
of new developments in the Square Mile ? 

Something more informative than a 
perspective drawing of a particular project 
is required ; perhaps two drawings would 
serve the purpose in view, one showing 
each newly approved project in relation 
to its immediate surroundings from 
ground level, and another, a bird’s-eye 
view, showing how the new City plan 
is being filled in. Such drawings would 
provide not only a useful vehicle of cur- 
rent information but a valuable pictorial 
record for the future. LONDONER. 


** DOUBLING-UP”’ AT LUTON 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Some weeks ago I addressed you 
in a letter (The Builder, May 14) 
when I protested against the advertised 
terms of a newly-created appointment at 
Luton Municipal Borough, where a 
qualified quantity surveyor was required 
to stand in and double up on the work of 
a valuation surveyor and estate agent. 

Now I see that Luton’s "Town Clerk 
is declaring by public advertisement that 
the Borough Engineer and Surveyor is 
open to receive applications for a new 
appointment of qualified valuation 
assistant, ‘‘ experience in quantity survey- 
ing an advantage.”’ 

Clearly, the Higher-ups at Luton Town 
Hall have changed the key but not the 
tune! Perhaps next month it will be an 
architectural assistant (qualified, of course) 
who will be required to stand in for both 
quantity and valuation surveying and as 
estate agent. C. R. Vinycoms. 

Leagrave, Luton, Beds. 


SIZE OF SCHOOL CLASSES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Ideas, if repeated often enough, 
become accepted as dogma, and I 

am interested to find our foolish modern 
myth appearing in a technical paper like 
The Builder. The article on ‘“ The 
Design of Schools”’ in your issue of 
July 9 contains the statement “ much of 
the illiteracy to-day arises from the fact 
that the numbers with which the average 
teacher has to contend are unreasonable.” 
In the late eighteenth century the 
number of boys at Christ’s Hospital was 
about 800. The teaching staff comprised 
four classical masters, two writing masters, 
with two ushers; two mathematical 
masters ; one drawing and singing master. 
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In that part known as the Grammar 
School several hundred boys were taught 
in one large room by two of the classical 
masters. Among the boys taught in 
that school at that time were S. T. 
Coleridge, Charles Lamb and Leigh Hunt. 
(three of the most literate men in the 
history of our country), Thomas Barnes 
(the first great editor of The Times), 
Thomas Maurice (a pioneer Oriental 
scholar), with thousands less known to 
posterity who led good and useful lives 
in the Church and in City offices. At 
Westminster, where similar teaching con- 
ditions prevailed, there was bred a 
succession of great statesmen and dis- 
tinguished men of letters. I doubt 
whether any of the schools of that period 
turned out a single illiterate. 

Our modern educationists would do 
well to turn from their theories to the 
facts of history. R. G. 'TOWNEND. 

271, Goldhawk-road, W12. 


‘““ AMERICAN IMPRESSIONS ”’ 
To the Editor of The Builder 
S With reference to the report of the 

lecture and discussion at the Archi- 
tectural Association on ‘‘ American Im- 
pressions’ as contained in your issue of 
July 9, may I point out that in fact I 
referred to the recruitment of “high 
calibre’’ men and not “ high character ”’ 
men as reported by you. 

Peter TRENCH [OBE, BSc]. 
1, Stanhope Gate, W1. 


PAINTING CONTRACTORS &.N}¥C 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It is indeed pleasing to note from 
your issue of July 9 that the criti- 
cisms of my Council, as expressed in the 
Federation’s letter of July 2, leave Sir 
Richard Coppock “ quite cold.’”? They 
were, as a matter of fact, intended to do 
so, indeed, completely to freeze him, but, 
like many who refuse to recognise the 
pivotal point in any matter, he blatantly 
declares that he has won the argument 
and then proceeds to reply to a feature of 
little or no consequence, at the same time 
proclaiming the correctness of his asser- 
tions. 

The stance of this Federation is solely, 
in effect, this: The Transport and 
General Workers’ Union have. entered 
into separatist agreements which are at 
variance with the ordinations of the NJC 
for the Building Industry—of which that 
Union are members. The interest of tens 
of thousands of operative painters ‘are 
jeopardised thereby (let the Society of 
Painters speak) and neither the NJC 
nor the National Federation of Building 
«Trades Operatives (to which Sir Richard 
reminds us that that Union is also 
affiliated) appear to have the slightest 
‘authority ’’ to do anything about it. 

If Sir Richard will be good enough to 
give a categorical answer to this amazing 
state of affairs it will go far in assisting 
this Federation to determine its future 
policy where the interests of its good 
craftsmen lie—for obviously both - the 
bodies referred to are powerless in this 
behalf. A. Epwarp WADE, 

Director, thé Federation ' 
of Painting Contractors. 

St. Stephen’s House, SW1, 
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An exhibition kitchen in Germany lined with linen-finish melamine-surfaced 
hardboard to match all working surfaces, which are also of this material. 


SURFACE-COATED HARDBOARDS 


Some Recent Developments and their Applications 


{From a Correspondent] 


EE is now over 20 years since the first 

factory-processed wallboards were pro- 
duced in Britain, although this section of the 
fibre building board industry was fully 
established in America and Sweden long be- 
fore then. These early products bear little 
resemblance to the processed wallboards of 
to-day; they were cellulosed with various 
industrial grades of material to meet the 
growing need for a really cheap lining for 
walls of kitchens and bathrooms in cases 
where ceramics were too expensive. 

But these early “ surface-coated” hard- 
boards were not entirely satisfactory, They 
sometimes deteriorated rapidly after fixing; 
crazing and flaking were often experienced. 
This was due to the type of cellulose enamel 
available at the time. 

The picture is, however, very different to- 
day. The old cellulose finish is now a thing 
of the past. It has been replaced almost 
universally by various forms of synthetic 
stoving enamels, and recently by plastic 
coatings. These postwar coated boards 
have none of the drawbacks of their pre- 
decessors. Among advantages claimed are 
extreme hardness, resistance to abrasion and 
complete imperviousness to moisture, 
steam, mild acids and alkalis. In addition, 
the glossy surfaces are not in any way 
affected by the new detergents. : 

Surface-coated hardboards can be of a 
purely decorative nature or _ specially 
designed for some specific application. 
There is a school of thought which main- 
tains that when the finish required is purely 
decorative, a site decorator can apply a coat- 
ing equal to a “ factory-fitted ” surface. This 
may have been true in the past, but medern 
processes cannot be simulated by hand work. 
Nowadays enamelling can be carried out 
more cheaply in a specially designed factory 
than by a decerator on the site. 

Many industrial establishments have 
proved that the completed “unit ”’—hard- 
board plus surface coating—is cheaper than 


the cost of labour and paint required to 
cover, for instance, an existing wall. 
Another requirement in economic build- 
ing is speed and here the advantages are 
obvious. Processed hardboards can be 
installed in the same manner as untreated 
hardboards, thus saving the time taken by 
surface application. No drying period 
is necessary before the room can _ be 
put into service, and the risk of offensive 
odours of paint or enamel is entirely 
eliminated. Factory-processed panels can 
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now be supplied to installers cut to size so 
that fixing time, wastage, dust accumulation 
and space required for installation are kept 
to a minimum. 

The life of factory-processed hardboard 
should, with normal use, be well in excess 
of 20 years. With the hard impervious 
surface, cleaning is particularly easy. Dust 
and grime are readily removed with a wash 
leather, while soap and water can be used 
regularly for surfaces which have become 
greasy. Stains can be removed with petrol 
or benzine without impairing the finish. 


PLASTERING ELIMINATED 


A recent development in the use of surface- 
coated hardboard is its direct application 
to certain types of wall surfaces, eliminating 
all plastering or rendering. This means a 
considerable saving in both time and man- 
power in the erection of new properties, for 
it is not necessary to wait until the 
walls are sufficiently dry to allow painting. 
In existing buildings processed hardboard 
can be used for the lining of existing 
walls where the plaster has deteriorated. 
This enables the plaster to be retained 
behind the wallboard and causes little or no 
upheaval while the work is in progress. 

The most common type of surface-coated 
board is enamelled hardboard, and in recent 
years the tiled or lined variety has: come 
into prominence for kitchens and bathrooms, 
where one of its advantages is a reduction 
in the condensation normally met with in 
these rooms. 

When applied above the dado, plain, pro- 
cessed or horizontally lined board gives 
attractive rélief to the tiled pattern below. 
To complete the picture the ceilings on the 
same room might well be panelled with 
either a satin or dead matt processed board. 
This form of decoration, it is claimed, is 
permanent and only requires occasional 
washing to retain the original finish. 

But it is not always necessary to go to 
such lengths to achieve an attractive appear- 
ance. Simple hardboard splashbacks and 
stove-surrounds can do much to “ lift the 
face” of an elderly kitchen or bathroom. 


ee ee 


Two examples from Germany of the use of melamine-surfaced hardboard. A bathroom 

(left) where the material is used for walls and bath panels, the joints being covered 

with aluminium, and (right) a grocery store, where the hardboard is used for walls, 

the interior and exterior of the refrigerated showcase, the counter top and front and 
the kicking board. 
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And in other parts of the home, glazed hard- 
board can do an equally sound job. 

Exact reproductions of various wood 
grains are available for use in halls, cloak- 
rooms and dining-rooms, while processed 
boards provide excellent backings and shelv- 
ing for wardrobes and cupboards. Offices 
provide another outlet for this material, par- 
ticularly for dadoes to partitions. 

Surface-coated hardboard is also used 
extensively in canteens and food shops 
where a high standard of cleanliness is 
required. Owing to the wide variety of 
finishes obtainable it can be used for wall 
linings, fittings and equipment, not only in 
buildings, but also in road and rail transport 
vehicles, where flexible grades have long 
been used for curved roofings. Special fire- 
resistant boards have also been developed 
for exhibition work, and termite-resistant 
boards can now be supplied for use in tropi- 


cal climates. 


RESISTANCE TO HEAT 
The industry is comparatively young, but 
already it is finding an ever-widening field 
Research 








The versatility of hardboard is seen in 

this attractive relief carving, which was 

executed in Sundeala medium hard- 

board to the order of Midland Wall- 
boards, Ltd. 


work is going on all the time, and new 
developments are frequent. One of the 
newest of these is a surfaced board intended 
primarily for use on horizontal surfaces 
where great resistance to heat is required. 
This product, which is surfaced with mela- 
mine, does not need the usual backing 
material required for the thinner laminated 
plastics. It is of approximately 4 mm. thick- 
ness and is sufficiently rigid to become a 
working surface when fixed at intervals of 
lft. apart. This type of board is suitable 
for use in kitchens, as hot utensils can be 
placed upon it without endangering the 
surface. 

This new type of board is sometimes 
backed with a waterproof balancer bonded 
to it, but latest reports state that other 
methods of “stabilising” the board will 
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shortly -be in operation. The surface is said 
to be completely resistant to moisture and 
temperature changes, and is not affected by 
acids, alcohol, domestic solvents, detergents 
and alkalis. It will also withstand boiling 
water. Owing to its resilient backing, it is 
claimed that the impact resistance of this 
new board is superior to that of laminated 
plastics. It is also flexible, does not split, 
crack or shatter, and can be fixed to any 
surface with an appropriate adhesive. Mela- 
mine boards cost about half as much as 
laminated plastics and should last for at least 
as long. They are easy to cut and drill with 
ordinary woodworking tools, and can ‘be 
sawn or screwed in the same way as normal 
hardboard. 

As this brief survey indicates, surface- 
coated hardboards have progressed a long 
way during the last two decades. A certain 
amount of inevitable teething difficulties 
have been experienced, but the evolution of 
new processes and manufacturing techniques 
have supplied satisfactory answers to most 
of the problems encountered. 


SOCIETIES 


RIBA 
NOTES FROM COUNCIL MINUTES 


MPHE following notes are taken from the 
minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 
held on July 6:— 


Appointment of Honorary Officers for the 
Session 1954-1955.—Mr. 3A Charles 
Saxon (F), having been appointed Chairman 
of the Allied Societies’ Conference, becomes 
Vice-President under the provisions of By- 
law 28. Messrs. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews (F) 
and S. Rowland Pierce (F) were re-appointed 
Vice-Presidents and Mr. Basil Spence (F) was 
newly appointed. 


Mr. Kenneth M. B. Cross (F) was re- 
appointed Hon. Sec. and Mr. Thomas 
E. Scott (F) was re-appointed Hon. 
Treasurer. 


APPOINTMENTS 

(A) RIBA Representatives on National 
Consultative Council of the Building and 
Civil Engineering Industries for Year 
beginning July 1, 1954.—Mr. Michael 
Waterhouse (F) was nominated for re- 
appointment by the Minister of Works and 
Mr. E. D. Jefferiss *Mathews (F) was 
nominated for appointment as the second 
representative in place of Mr. P. G. Fair- 
hurst (F). 

(B) University of Hull: RIBA Representa- 
tive on Court of Governors—Mr. Andrew 
Rankine (A). 

(C) Darlington College of Further Educa- 
tion: RIBA Represenative on Board of 
Governors—Mr. T. V. Deas (A) re- 
appointed. 


New Members and Retired Members of 
Council.—The President extended a welcome 
to the new members of the Council, and on 
his proposition a vote of appreciation of the 
services of those members who had retired 
since the last meeting was _ passed 
unanimously. 


The Honorary Fellowship—mThe Right 
Hon. Vincent Massey, CH, Governor 
General of Canada, has accepted the Coun- 
cil’s nomination for election to the Honorary 
Fellowship. Mr. Massey’s name had been 
put forward by the Council of the Royal 
Architectural Institute of Canada. 


Christmas Holiday Lectures for Young 
People—The Council invited Mr. Basil 
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Spence (F) to give two Christmas holiday lec- 
tures for young people at the Royal Institute 
during the Christmas period, 1954. 


Mr. Bernard Matthews (F).—The Council 
sent their congratulations to Mr. Bernard 
Matthews (F), Honorary Consul General for 
Greece in Calcutta, on the award by HM 
The King of Greece of the Order of 
George I, Decoration of Gold Cross. 


Composition of Subscriptions for Life 
Membership.—The Council considered a 
report prepared by the Finance and Housing 
Committee after a full review of the financial 
aspects of the existing scheme for composi- 
tion of subscriptions for life membership. It 
was decided that no further compositions for 
life membership should be accepted. 


Sheffield and South Yorkshire 
Architects and Surveyors 
ANNUAL REPORT 


THE SIXTY-SIXTH annual report of the 
Sheffield and South Yorkshire and District 
Society of Architects and Surveyors, 
presented at its annual meeting on June 17, 
shows that the membership of the society is 
now 208 (49 fellows, 108 associates and 51 
student members). 


The report states that it is intended, if 
sufficient support is forthcoming, to hold an 
exhibition of local architects’ work in the 
Graves Art Gallery, permission having been 
kindly given by the chairman of the 
libraries, art gallery and museums com- 
mittee. 

A good many matters have been discussed 
at the monthly council meetings. Some of 
the more important business includes the 
delay in the issuing of interim certificates, 
and representatives of the council met a 
deputation from the Sheffield Building 
Trades Employers’ Association to discuss 
this and other questions of mutual interest, 
including the question of asking for tenders 
for work over £3,000 without quantities. 


The revised scale of professional charges 
and the proposal of the corporation to re- 
assess commercial premises including shops 
and offices for rating, and the collection from 
architects of drawings of architectural and 
local interest to be deposited in the refer- 
ence library were other matters which were 
considered. 

A good deal of attention, the report 
continues, has also been given to the new 
Model By-Laws which are now in force, and 
both the RIBA and the Building Inspector’s 
Department have been approached on the 
unsatisfactory working of some of the by- 
laws which, in their application, are con- 
sidered to be unreasonable. 

The report concludes by stating that Mr. 
S. Elden Minns has now completed his two 
years as president, and the council wish to 
put on record their appreciation of the way 
in which he has looked after the interests 
of the society during his period of office. 


West Yorkshire Society of Architects 


HARROGATE BRANCH RE-FORMED 


THE HARROGATE branch of the West York- 
shire Society of Architects, which lapsed 
during the war, was re-formed at a meeting 
last week attended by 25 members. Mr. 
Eric Brown was elected chairman and Mr. 
Clive Thompson was appointed hon. secre- 
tary. Messrs. L. H. Clarke, W. H. Jackson, 
M. B. Tetlow, P. B. Nash and D. Lodge were 
elected to the branch committee. 
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BOOKS 


*'s Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., ‘The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include Is. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





BUILDING BYELAWS—LAW AND _ PRACTICE. 
By J. F. Garner, LL.M, Solicitor, and R. S. 
Offord, BSc, DPA, AMICE. Pp. xix 483. 
Supplement 35. (London: Shaw and 
Sons, Ltd.) Price 45s. 


Y the end of last year nearly every 
borough and district council in England 
and Wales was due to make new building by- 
laws in accordance with the model recently 
issued by the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government. The Minister has expressed 
the hope that all local authorities would feel 
able to adopt the model as it stands with only 
such modifications as may be necessary to 
avoid inconsistency with local Acts, and he 
has more than once emphasised that varia- 
tions from the model will always require 
justification by reference to genuinely special 
needs. Indeed, it seems as if in England and 
Wales (outside certain special areas such as 
the administrative County of London) we 
shall have for the first time something 
approaching the national building code for 
which some architects have been asking for 
a long time. It will not, of course, be a 
national building code in name, but with the 
peculiar English genius for compromise we 
shall have in effect established such a code 
without upsetting local rights and privileges. 
In these circumstances, the new book by 
Mr. Garner and Mr. Offord will have a very 
real value as a guide to the law and practice 
of building by-laws. It will still be neces- 
sary for architects to obtain a copy of the 
local by-laws as published by the council 
concerned, but they can be reasonably con- 
fident that this book will provide a guide to 
the by-laws which they are likely to find in 
force in particular localities. 

The book sets out the 1952 edition of the 
model by-laws and annotates each by-law in 
detail. (The 1953 edition, which does not 
greatly differ from the earlier model is dealt 
with in a supplement.) The publishers have 
adopted the unusual course for this type of 
book of setting out the text of the by-laws 
on the left-hand page with the commentary 
on the right-hand page; the usual practice is 
to intersperse the annotations in the text. 
The setting outof the text and the commentary 
on facing pages has the considerable advan- 
tage of enabling the reader to compare the 
two more rapidly. The annotations provided by 
Mr. Garner and Mr. Offord should be of assist- 
ance to architects and local authority officials 
faced for the first time with these new by-laws 
with their emphasis on functional standards 
rather than constructional methods. 

In addition to commenting on the model 
by-laws, the book contains a section dealing 
with the making and approval of by-laws, en- 
forcement, appeals, etc. It is interesting to 
read that, in the authors’ opinion, by-law 75 
(1952. edition) could possibly be criticised as 
ultra vires in its application to at least some 
sites. This part of the book also deals with 
those sections of the Public Health Act, 1936, 
which require a local authority, on receiving 
a by-law application, to consider also such 
matters as building over sewers and water 
mains, drainage, closet accommodation and 
short-lived materials. 

The appendices include lists of British 
Standards, Codes of Practice and technical 
publications relevant to the by-laws, and a 
useful note on other building controls which 
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may be exercised by borough and district 
councils. The authors have included most 
of the relevant public general: statutes, but 
do not refer to section 17 of the Restriction 
of Ribbon Development, 1935. This section, 
which is still in force although much of the 
1935 Act has been repealed, is also overlooked 
by the MOHLG in their memorandum 
C34/1951 on by-law control; it is neverthe- 
less important. Similarly, there is no refer- 
ence to section 18 of the Ancient Monuments 
Consolidation and Amendment Act, 1913. 

It would also have enhanced the value of 
this note if reference had been made to the 
need for considering local Acts. It would 
obviously have been impracticable in a note 
of this description to list all the relevant local 
Act provisions, but a brief reference to some 
of the common form provisions—e.g., that 
requiring the construction of “ sufficient and 
suitable accommodation for the storage of 
food ” in new houses—would have been valu- 
able. It is true (as pointed out by the authors 
of this book at page 21) that certain local 
Acts must be included in the printed copies of 
the local by-laws, but this requirement relates 
only to such matters as could be the subject 
of a building by-law under the Public Health 
Act, 1936. 

There is a slight error on page 429; it is not 
correct to say that a local planning authority 
can relax the requirements of the Public 
Health (Building in Streets) Act, 1888, and 
similar legislation by making a development 
order under section 13 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947; such an order 
can only be made by the Housing Minister. 

This is, however, a very useful book, 
lucidly written and attractively printed. It 
should be most helpful in the interpretation 
of the new by-laws. A,E. T. 


Tue Crry oF Man. By Christopher Tunnard. 
(The Architectural Press, London, and 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York.) Price 
50s. net. 


MR. CHRISTOPHER TUNNARD, 
though born in Victoria, BC, was partly 
educated, professionally, in England and 
practised here as a designer and site planner 
from 1934 to 1939, when he went to the 
United States. He was visiting lecturer in 
landscape architecture and regional planning 
at Harvard for three years, and is now Asso- 
ciate Professor of City Planning and Director 
of the Graduate Program -in City Plan- 
ning at Yale University. In 1950 he received 
a Guggenheim Fellowship for the study of 
American cities, and it is largely to this, pre- 
sumably, that we owe the present work. 
Though not a history of city planning of 
the formal kind, this book takes account of 
the origin and growth of cities in many differ- 
ent countries and ages, but its principal 
theme is the need in the USA to plan (to use 
the popular phrase) “in three dimensions.” 
The United States has a varied tradition of 
town planning, ranging from the unimagina- 
tive “ grid-iron,” through the radial-concen- 
tric of Washington (L’Enfant based his plan 
to a large extent on Versailles), to the in- 
formal-picturesque of Olmsted (of Central 
Park fame), and the linear-spinal plan of the 
modern engineer which the author does not 
like at all. It has, too, an equally notable 
tradition of classic architecture, following 
the Georgian Colonial under the stimulus of 
Thomas Jefferson—to lapse during the nine- 
teenth century and to be revived a hundred 
years later as a result of the work of D. H. 
Burnham and his associates at the World’s 
Columbian Exposition of 1893 at Chicago. 
only to lapse again. 
Mr. Tunnard, although allergic to modern- 
ism, does not advocate a return to 
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the classic style of architecture, but he 
does plead for the orderly planning and three. 
dimensional scenic effects associated with it. 
The problem is one of mounting urgency. 
** Suburban areas,” he writes, “ are now grow- 
ing three times as fast as the central districts 
and these suburbs themselves have grown 
three times as fast between 1940 and 1950 
as they did from 1930 to 1940. The Bureau 
of the Census estimates that by 1975 the total 
population of the United States will increase 
by another 40 million. Since... the 
agricultural population is static or even de- 
clining, the most of these people will be 
added to urban, but chiefly semi-urban loca- 
tions within the short space of 25 years.” 

The planning problems involved are obvi- 
ously immense, not only in connection with 
the new towns which must be built, but with 
the replanning and reconstruction ‘of old ones. 
The Americans’ love of skyscrapers and their 
habit of tearing down buildings, no matter 
how recent, when it is found that a site can 
be more profitably redeveloped, make it ex- 
tremely doubtful whether Mr. Tunnard’s 
visual ideals can ever be realised in the older 
cities, or, in any event, for very long; but 
he has done an important work in directing 
attention to the problems facing the civic 
authorities of the United States and suggest- 
ing how, in his judgment, they may best be 
solved. He pleads earnestly for the return 
of the artist to the design of cities, as he 
believes it is only by this that a civilised 
environment and way of living commensur- 
ate with the greatness of the USA can be 
achieved. Whether the artist can prevail 
against “rugged individualism” and the in- 
terests of real estate developers and “big 
business ” remains to be seen. 

This is a curiously discursive book. Some 
chapters read like lectures, which perhaps 
they were originally; others, like the one on 
the Utopian Communities, the service in- 
dustry cities and the garden-city experiments 
of the nineteenth century, are close-knit and 
full of interest for those who have no great 
knowledge of American social history. In 
some respects the book is strangely lacking— 
for instance, there are only a few brief 
references to the American slum problem, 
and nothing about the car-parking problem, 
which is understood to be one of the major 
embarrassments of urban life in the USA. 
The book is copiously illustrated. ve 


FRESH WAGE DEMAND 
AUBTW Resolution Carried 


A RESOLUTION instructing the executive to 
proceed with an application to the employers 
for a further wage increase and to take 
action against them in the event of a refusal 
was unanimously approved by the confer- 
ence of the Amalgamated Union of Building 
Trades Workers at Dunoon on Tuesday. 
The resolution was accepted on behalf of 
the executive by Mr. George Lowthian, 
general secretary, who said that the union 
were satisfied that a substantial wage increase 
could be paid without increasing building 
costs to the public. 

A motion to abolish bonus payments was 
defeated. Instead, by 44 votes to 16, the 
delegates adopted an amendment denouncing 
“the present chaos resulting from haphazard 
application of bonus schemes,” and instruct- 
ing the executive to bring into operation a 
national schedule for payment by results. 


BOOK RECEIVED 


New Ways oF SERVICING BUILDINGS. 
Edited by Eric de Maré. (London: The 
Architectural Press.) Price 30s. 
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A distinctive new design in the modern manner 


Styled for the homes of today, the new 
MK PLATESWITCH speaks discreetly 
of quality. The distinction of its appear- 
ance is confirmed in every detail of its 
construction and finish. 

The PLATES WITCH has been specifically 
designed for installations where the 


claims of trouble-free service and low: 


cost must be reconciled, Leaflet 227 
describes the range in detail, and your 
name and address written across this 


page will bring you a copy by return. 


(f\'o ... the mark of leadership 


1K REGD 


M; K, Electric Limited, Wakefield Street, Edmonton, 


London, 


N. 


18. 


the Plateswitch fits into 
the background of 


modern decoration 


"NY. 


the compact 2-gang unit has the 
same dimensions as the 1-gang 


Edmonton. 5151 
MK97BDHB 
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NEW EXAMINING BOARD 
FOR GCE 


Building Craft Subjects 
Included in Curriculum 


HE establishment of the Associated Ex- 
amining Board, which has been pro- 
visionally approved by the Minister of Edu- 
cation, was announced in London on July 8. 
The Board has been established to con- 
duct examinations for the award of the 
General Certificate of Education for those 
entering industry and commerce in such sub- 
jects as “are appropriate for students in 
secondary schools and in establishments for 
further education having special regard to 
the needs of the students taking technical, 
commercial, art and similar subjects.” Some 
of the subjects listed have never before been 
offered for the GCE. 

Among the subjects that will qualify for 
the GCE in the Board’s examinations are the 
following building craft subjects: (a) Brick- 
work, masonry, plastering; (b) carpentry 
and joinery; (c) paint and _plasterwork. 
Other aspects of building or allied subjects 
that will qualify are: Building mathematics; 
building drawing; craftwork in wood and 
metal; building and engineering science; 
building practice; and elementary surveying. 

The Board is made up of representatives 
appointed by the Royal Society of Arts, the 
London Chamber of Commerce, the City 
and Guilds of London Institute, the four 
regional examining unions, the universi- 
ties, national organisations of teachers, 
education officers and local education 
authorities, and the major professional 
institutions representing architecture, 
engineering, science, industry, and com- 
merce. For the first few years the Board 


will be financed and administered by the - 


City and Guilds of London Institute. 


The Board is a national body, and in this 
way differs from the eight existing bodies 
examining for the GCE which are each con- 
nected with a specific university or group 
of universities. The sponsors do not in any 
way regard the work of the AEB as being in 
conflict with that of the existing eight bodies, 
but rather as being complementary to them. 

The standard of the examinations will be 
the same as that of the existing bodies. The 
first examinations will be held in June and 
July, 1955. 


TYPES OF CANDIDATES 


The main sources of candidates for the 
Board’s examinations are expected to be:— 


(a) Pupils at the newer types of 
secondary technical schools, at secondary 
commercial schools and at secondary art 
schools and pupils in classes with a tech- 
nical, commercial or art bias, which form 
part of secondary schools providing more 
than one type of education. 

(b) Pupils in classes in the secondary 
modern schools where arrangements are 
increasingly being made for pupils to re- 
main at school until the age of 16 or over. 

(c) Pupils in grammar and public 
schools where courses with different biases 
are arranged for different streams. 

(d) Students at technical colleges attend- 
ing organised classes for the GCE. 


(e) Students at technical colleges, who 
concurrently with or prior to study for 
national certificates or professional quali- 
fications, will take one or more GCE sub- 
jects. 
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The Board states that there are two ways 
in which the new examination, adapted to 
the needs of technical and commercial 
students, should prove of major benefit. 
First, it will provide a general educational 
qualification for university or professional 
entrance purposes without undue and un- 
economical disturbance to the main course 
of professional studies. In the second place, 
the General Certificate examination could 
be used to unify and raise the standard of 
entry to National Certificate Courses which 
at present varies considerably and often re- 
sults in a serious wastage of students during 
the first year of the course. 

The regulations and syllabuses will be 
available in September. The syllabuses in 
all subjects will be accompanied by sample 
question papers which have been prepared 
because they will reflect more effectively the 
policy of the Board than the syllabuses, 
which must necessarily be more formal in 
character. Copies will be forwarded to all 
local education authorities as soon as they 
are available, and heads of schools and 
colleges who are interested are invited to 
notify the Secretary to the Board at 31, 
Brechin-place, South Kensington, London, 
SW7. 


“THE WASTE OF 
NATIONAL CAPITAL” 


High Subsidies on Flats 
Condemned 


The following article by Mr. F. J. Osborn, 
which examines the wisdom of spending 
“ millions of subsidies” on flat construction 
instead of on houses, is reproduced from the 
July issue of “Town and Country Planning.” 


IHE proposal sometimes made in town 

planning circles for a ‘‘ land budget” 
—meaning a considered apportionment of our 
land resources to the various national pur- 
poses of farming, forestry, urban develop- 
ment, holiday-making, defence, and so on— 
is sound as far as it goes, but too simple and 
tending to imply too static a conception in 
this changing world. Britain, because of its 
coal reserves and accumulated industrial plant 
and know-how, is likely to remain for a long 
time one of the world’s manufacturing 
and exporting centres, while because of its 
exceptional average fertility it can continue 
to produce much (though not nearly all) of 
its own needs in foodstuffs and farm-grown 
raw materials. What is wanted is a more 
definite and complete  capital-utilisation 
budget that will assess the nation’s capital- 
forming ability and allocate its savings to the 
most beneficial and productive economic uses 
for industry, commerce, mineral extraction, 
housing, urban and rural services, agriculture 
and forestry, taking into account the regret- 
tably necessary but unproductive require- 
ments of defence. 

‘Of course, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer’s annual Budget does in some degree 
approximate to an assessment of that kind, 
and increasingly so in recent years. But it 
is a serious defect in it that little or no regard 
seems to be paid to the relative merits, as 
means of increasing production and enhanc- 
ing welfare, of the sums appropriated for 
such items as housing (particularly the capital 
commitments made possible and actually in- 
curred by reason of the 60-year housing sub- 
sidies), new town building, city redevelopment 
(where the capital comraitments are also con- 
ditioned by Treasury grants), transport ex- 
tensions, water and drainage services, and 
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agricultural and forestry developments. In 
the main the relative amounts for these pur- 
poses are in fact settled separately by politi- 
cal pressures and resistances, by “ horse- 
trading” between Ministries (inhibited, but 
in widely varying degrees, by the Treasury) 
and local authorities and business interests 
such as the NFU, and by Parliamentary 
debates focusing in turn on single isolated 
aspects of the national economy. Capital 
accumulations by individuals are converted 
by death duties into revenue resources and 
dissipated annually in ‘“ above-the-line ” ex- 
penditure while “ below the line” expendi- 
tures facilitating vast borrowings seem 
to be accepted as dictates from heaven once 
the subsidies that govern so much of these 
outgoings are sanctified by statutes, so that 
their relative yields in productiveness or wel- 
fare are scarcely debated at all. 


Our repeated demonstrations of the econo- 
mic unwisdom of spending millions of sub- 
sidies on flats thereby obtaining less housing 
satisfaction and less industrial efficiency at 
greater cost than would be required for hous- 
ing in new towns and town expansions and 
the accompanying industrial dispersal, have 
so far failed to influence national policy, 
though no one disputes our figures. We trace 
this failure to the absence in the existing 
Governmental set-up of an effective overall 
view of the national developmental picture. 
So long as this is missing there is no means 
of re-allocating capital resources used waste- 
fully in some kinds of urban development to 
other and better kinds of urban development, 
or to the more rapid improvement of farm 
equipment, or to land reclamation or forestry 
or industrial research; or, since welfare is an 
ancillary to efficiency, to the provision of 
badly needed social facilities in town and 
country. 


It is, strangely enough, only at the summit 
of the economy—that is, at the governmental 
level—that this indifference to a calculation 
of relative yields seriously exists. Individual 
capital programmes, those for example of in- 
dustrial firms and agricultura] landowners, 
and even to a large extent those of local 
authorities, are judged on estimates of what 
will “ pay ” or what is worth while within 
the parameters of the existing subsidy 
arrangements. But the apportionment of 
state subsidies and grants in many fields 
dominates the economic decisions of indi- 
viduals and local authorities; and because 
they are so wrongly graded they are causing 
a grievously uneconomic use of the nation’s 
capital savings. Through a series of separ- 
ate departmental actions, responding to separ- 
ate business and political pressures, and in- 
fluenced. by parliamentary discussions con- 
centrating on one set of demands at a time, 
we have drifted into a haphazard and posi- 
tively wasteful use of our vast but limited 
capital resources. 


There must be Treasury officials, econo- 
mists, bankers and others who see this defect 
in our budgeting system as clearly as we do, 
and who could document the criticism far 
more effectively. We are conscious primarily 
of the adverse consequence of the absence of 
a considered overall policy for capital ex- 
penditures and subsidies on town and country 
planning, housing, and density standards. We 
have shown that in these fields the waste of 
capital is not only enormous, but is accom- 
panied by gravely damaging effects on social 
welfare and industria] and agricultural: pro- 
ductiveness. For these reasons alone, even 
if we could ignore the wider economic 
reasons, a drastic review of the whole system 
of subsidies is urgently necessary. 











IN PARLIAMENT 
The Finance Bill 


ON July 8, during the report stage of the 

Finance Bill, MR. GAITSKELL moved an 
amendment to Clause 16 to allow, in the case 
of industrial buildings, an initial allowance 
to continue in addition to the investment 
allowance. He recalled that in Committee 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
promised to review the matter. The 
Opposition considered it right that industrial 
building should be stimulated and he could 
not see how the small concession in the 
investment allowance, which would be 
enjoyed in 45 years’ time, was likely to have 
any significant effect on the willingness of 
any industrialist to undertake new building. 
The amendment would permit the con- 
tinuance of the initial allowance, so that any 
industrialist who decided to erect new build- 
ings would obtain the investment allowance 
at 10 per cent., and the initia] allowance 
at the same rate. 

Mr. CROSLAND, complaining that the 
Finance Bill offered no inducement to indus- 
trial building, said that the relaxation of the 
building licence system had given industry 
the opportunity to build, and the Govern- 
ment ought to provide financial inducement 
as well. 

Mr. GRIMOND felt that the time had come 
to divert the national resources from house 
building to factory building. 

Mr. NABARRO, opposing the amendment, 
said there was no overall evidence of a short- 
age of factory space. 

Mr. MAUvuDLING, Economic Secretary to 
the Treasury, said the Chancellor, as 
promised, had again examined the question, 
but had decided not to make any change in 
the Bill. Opposition members should not 
write off entirely the benefit of the invest- 
ment allowance in respect of industrial build- 
ing. To accept the amendment would make 
it more difficult to hold the line adopted 
between industrial buildings and commercial 
buildings. The cost of the amendment would 
be £4m. in the first year, and £7m. in sub- 
sequent years. 

The amendment was negatived by 263 
votes to 230—Government majority 33. 


FUEL-SAVING PLANT 


Mr. CROSLAND moved an amendment to 
give to certain types of plant and machinery 
designed to save fue] an investment allow- 
ance of 25 per cent. instead of 20 per cent. 

Mr. MAUDLING said that the introduction 
of fuel-saving plant was a good business pro- 
position and was already encouraged by a 
Government loans scheme. In addition 
there was now the investment allowance. In 
the circumstances, the Government did not 
feel justified in giving a further discrimin- 
atory allowance. 

The amendment was negatived by 262 
votes to 224—Government majority, 38. 


Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 


ON July 8 the House of Commons con- 

sidered and agreed to the Lords 
amendments to the Housing Repairs and 
Rents Bill. 


Landlord and Tenant Bill 


ON July 8 the House of Lords considered 
in Committee the Landlord and 
Tenant Bill. 

On’ Clause 8 (Provisions as to repairs 
during period of statutory tenancy) Lorp 
SILKIN moved an amendment to give the 
tenant the first option to carry out the 
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necessary repairs himself to the premises at 
the expiration of his lease. 

The Lorp CHANCELLOR promised to move, 
on the report stage, an amendment to give 
full effect to Lord Silkin’s idea, which he 
thought was fair. 

The amendment was, with- 
drawn. 

On Clause 9 (Principles to be observed in 
determining terms of statutory tenancy as to 
repairs and rent), Lorp SILKIN moved an 
amendment to provide that where a court 
had to decide the standard rent of a dwell- 
ing-house, it should disregard any effect on 
the rent of a scarcity of similar dwelling- 
houses in the locality and should also dis- 
regard any improvements which the tenant 
had carried out without being required to 
do so within the terms of his lease. He 
said that many tenants with long leases had 
considerably improved their premises. 
Possibly they had put in an extra bathroom, 
or a garage, and had done all sorts of things 
by way of improvement and modernisation 
to their premises which they were under no 
obligation to do under the terms of their 
lease. They had done it with the know- 
ledge that under the terms of their lease 
they were obliged to surrender the premises 
in good condition and even, presumably, 
to put those parts of the premises they 
had added equally in good condition. 

The Committee on Leaseholds gave con- 
sideration to this question whether the 
tenant should be compensated for the value 
of these improvements, and they recom- 
mended that he should; but, for the reasons 
which appeared in the Government White 
Paper on the subject, the Government had 
not been prepared to accept this recom- 
mendation. They had said: “The tenant 
did this with his eyes open; he knew he was 
going to have to give up the premises. 
These improvements may not be of any 
particular value to the landlord; he may not 
even have wanted them; they may not suit 
his particular idiosyncrasies; he may not 
want an extra bathroom, garage and so on, 
even though it may have increased the 
rental value. He (Lord Silkin) did not pro- 
pose to argue the point all over again: what 
he was now asking was that rents should 
not be increased to the tenant while he was 
a statutory tenant simply because he had 
improved the premises in such a way as to 
increase the rental value. 

The LorpD CHANCELLOR said he was 
unable to accept the amendment. The Bill 
was a marvellous charter for the tenant; 
but for it, he would have to go out when 
his lease terminated. He would get sub- 
stantial benefits and reliefs from the Bill. 
It was not possible to ask a court to dis- 
regard the scarcity factor as an element in 
deciding the market value of premises. It 
would not be practicable to disregard 
improvements carried out voluntarily, even 
if it were equitable to do so. 

The amendment was negatived by 64 
votes to 18—Government majority, 46. 

Eventually the committee stage was con- 
cluded, after a debate lasting for 64 hours. 
No major change was made in the Bill. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


MODEL BUILDING BY-LAWS 


On July 6, BRIGADIER PRIOR-PALMER asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment when the model building by-laws were 
last revised; and what were the ‘principal 
changes made. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that an authoritative 
and fully representative committee was ap- 
pointed in June, 1951, to advise on the pre- 
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paration of new Model Building By-laws, 
in view of the great advances which had 
taken place in building methods and techni- 
cal knowledge since 1939, and which had 


‘made the existing by-laws out of date. As 


a result, a new series was published in 
November, 1952; and a further edition ap- 
peared in July, 1953. The main object of 
the new series had been to allow the utmost 
possible freedom in building methods and 
the use of new materials. This had been 
achieved by expressing the constructional 
parts of the by-laws in terms of the functional 
requirements of the building without requir- 
ing any particular material to be used. Mate- 
rials and methods of using them which con- 
formed to British Standards or Codes of 
Practice were sufficient compliance with the 
requirements of the by-laws. 

BRIGADIER PRIOR-PALMER asked to what 
extent the new model building by-laws had 
been adopted by local authorities. 

Mr. MAcMILLAN said that of 1,336 local 
authorities whose building by-laws expired 
this year, 1,328 had adopted new by-laws 
based on the model. The new by-laws were 
either already in force or would shortly be 
in force. 


OXFORD-STREET EXHIBITION 


On July 6, Mr. Exvis SmirH asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would arrange for exhibitions of old- 
type houses and modern conversions, like 
those off Oxford-street, London, in a number 
of large industrial areas or cities. 

Mr. MAcMILLAN said he hoped it would be 
possible for examples of conversions and im- 
provements to be shown in different parts 
of the country. There were difficulties about 
staging special exhibits like that at Oxford- 
street. What he had in mind were actual. 
schemes which could be shown to the pub- 
lic for a time before being occupied. He 
hoped that local authorities would take the 
lead in promoting pilot schemes of this sort 
and his regional officers were in touch with 
a number who were considering the matter. 
If it was desired to furnish the houses for 
inspection no doubt the local authorities 
rey make suitable arrangements with local 

rms. 


SITE COSTS IN LONDON 


On July 6, Mrs. LENA JEGER asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
in what circumstances and at what price he 
regarded lands in residential zones of Central 
London as too expensive for local authority 
housing when deciding whether to approve 
compulsory purchase orders and other trans- 
actions; and whether he was aware that much 
of this land remained derelict and un- 
developed. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said, in reply to the first 
part of the question, that the price which 
he thought it reasonable for a housing 
authority to pay for land must depend on the 
circumstances; and he could only decide this 
on each case. 
he was of course aware that there was dere- 
lict land in Central London jn areas which it 
was proposed should be primarily residential; 
but he expected to see a great deal of this 
developed in the next few years in accord- 
ance with the proposals in the County of 
London Development Plan. 


TREE MUTILATION 


On July 6, MR. JoHN EDEN asked the Min- 
ister of Housing and Local Government if 
he would draw the attention of local authori- 
ties to the recent report of the Royal Fine 
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ACCREDITED ROOFING AGENTS 
Industrial Engineering Ltd, Albemarle Street, LONDON, W.1 
The Boddy Roofing Co. Ltd, 81 Essex Road, LONDON, N.! 

John Bland & Co. Ltd, East Moors, CARDIFF 
W. H. Heywood & Co. Ltd, Bayhall Works, HUDDERSFIELD 
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When you build a roof of aluminium sheet you build for good. 


Once up it stays up without costing a penny in painting or 
renewal. Intensive climaticcorrosion tests carried out all over the 
world, and service experience dating back half-a-century, show 
that it soon saves you money. Details of the new Industrial sheet, 
designed for efficient coverage of large roofs, and of other Noral 
corrugated sheet products are given in a new 44-page booklet. 
Write for your copy now. 


MAKERS OF NORAL SHEET, STRIP, PLATE, SECTIONS, TUBING, WIRE, FORGINGS, CASTINGS, ALPASTE FOR PAINT. SALES DEVELOPMENT DIVISION &) 
SANBURY, OXON. SALES OFFICES: LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, MANCHESTER, BRISTOL, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, LEEDS. An ALUMINIUM LIMITED Company 
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The FIRST HARDBOARD... 
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.e- With the Silky textured JReverse side 


X Obtainable 
through the usual 
trade channels 





Provides greater strength, a most attractive appearance 
and the ideal base for all types of finish 


This Standard Hardboard is obtainable in thicknesses :-— 
2m.m., 1” & 3” (hard) 2” (semi-hard) 
4’ wide x 6’, 7’, 8%, 9’, 10’, 11’, 12’ & 14’ lengths. 


Manufactured by MESSRS. LJUSNE-WOXNA A.B. LJUSNE SWEDEN 
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Art Commission, with special reference to 
the Commission’s protest against the con- 
tinued mutilation by many local authorities 
of both roadside trees and those in public 
open spaces. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he thought it prob- 
able that many local authorities would 
already have observed this passage in the 
Commission’s Report, and he expected that 
this question would draw the attention of 
others. But he was considering whether 
there was anything he could do to promote 
better understanding of the right treatment 
of trees. 


SUBSIDIES REVIEW 


On July 6, Mr. Davip Jones asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if an estimate had been made of the amount 
by which the rent of a council house costing 
£1,500 would have to be increased if the pro- 
posed reduction in State and local subsidy 
was made, as outlined by him recently. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he could not estimate 
what rents local authorities would fix. That 
depended on the arrangements they made. 


CITY OF LONDON REBUILDING 


On July 6, Mr. FREDERICK WILLEY asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment what individual proposals affecting the 
rebuilding of the City of London had been 
the subject of consultation with him under the 
arrangements instituted earlier this year; 
and with what effect. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that no individual 
proposals had been the subject of consulta- 
tion with him. The arrangements referred 
to were for consultation between the City 
Corporation and the London County Coun- 
cil and for collaboration as necessary with 
the Royal Fine Art Commission. Normally 
he would not expect to become involved 
unless there were difficulties leading to an 
appeal by the developer. 


REPAIRS AND RENTS 


On July 6, Miss WarD asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government what 
steps he was taking to ensure that both 
tenants and landlords should have facilities 
available to them to obtain accurate advice 
on the provisions ‘and safeguards of the 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he would do all he 
could to encourage and help local authorities 
and voluntary bodies such as the Citizens’ 
Advice Bureaux to give accurate information 
on this Bill. 


NEW LONDON FACTORIES 


On July 6, Mr. STEELE asked the President 
of the Board of Trade how many new fac- 
tories and extensions had been built in the 
Greater London area since 1945; and what 
increase in floor space was involved. 

Mr. Henry Strauss said that for the 
period January 1, 1945, to May 31, 1954, 
the figures were as follows: — 


Area of 
floor space 
No. (sq. ft.) 
New factories ie ob 219 3.99 million 
Extensions .. Ke as 854 4a 
Total .. st ei. KS 18.86 





Note.—({1) The figures for new factories refer to 
detached buildings on new sites. Cases of replacement 
on the same site of factory buildings which had been 
demolished or destroyed are excluded from the figures. 

(2) ‘* Greater London ”’ has been taken as approxi- 
mately the area of the Greater London Plan. It 
includes the new towns of Basildon, Harlow, Hatfield, 
Hemel Hempstead, Welwyn and Stevenage, but not 
Bracknell or Crawley. 

(3) The figures of both new factories and extensions 
refer to schemes with an area of 5,000 sq. ft. and 
over. 
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Mr. STeeLe asked for the figures in Scot- 
land, and Mr. Strauss said that for the 
period January 1, 1945, to May 31, 1954, the 
figures (on the same basis as for London) 
were: — 


Area of 
floor space 
No. (sq. ft.) 
New factories oa “ 329 9.8 million 
Extensions .. a Se 576 1 pe 
Total .. a oe 905 21.2 


CEMENT SUPPLIES 


On July 6, Sir RoBert Boorusy asked the 
Minister of Works to what extent increased 
supplies of cement were now being made 
available for export; and whether he would 
take steps to prevent the export of cement 
until the present shortage of home supplies 
had been overcome. 

Sir Davip Ecctes said that cement ex- 
ports since January were 75,000 tons less than 
in the corresponding period last year. The 
increase in supply was all going into the 
home market, and he was in close touch with 
the industry about the needs of all parts of 
the United Kingdom. 


ROYAL ASSENT 


On July 5, the Royal Assent was given, 
by Commission, to the City of London 
(Various Powers) Act, and the London 
County Council (Money) Act. 


NEW LONDON POST OFFICE 


On July 7, Mr. NABARRO asked the Assist- 
ant Postmaster General, in connection with 
his proposal to build a new post office on the 
site of the bombed church at Christ Church 
Green, Victoria-street, SW1, whether he 
would preserve the footpath connecting 
Caxton-street and Victoria-street; and if, in 
view of the car-parking problems in Caxton- 
street and adjoining thoroughfares, he would 
provide for a car park adjacent to the new 
post office for the use of General Post Office 
vehicles, and, on a fee-paying basis, for 
motor-cars owned by persons working in 
near-by business premises. 

Mr. GAMMANS said that the footpath was 
outside the site the Post Office was buying. 
The whole site would be used for a telephone 
exchange, a public post office, and a small 
yard to accommodate such Post Office 
vehicles as might call. They had considered 
the possibility of an underground garage for 
general public use, but he regretted that the 
basement and sub-basement must be used 
to lead in telephone cables and for other 
Post Office purposes. 

Mr. HastinGs asked how high the build- 
ing was to be. 

Mr. GAMMANS said he thought it would be 
a three-storey building. 


SMOKE POLLUTION 


On July 7, Mr. KENNETH ROBINSON asked 
‘the Minister of Transport why he had re- 
fused to receive a deputation from St. Pan- 
cras Borough Council to discuss the question 
of authorisation of additional capital re- 
quired by the British Transport Commission 
to deal with smoke pollution at Chalk Farm. 

Mr. LENNOx-Boyp said he was sorry about 
conditions at Chalk Farm. He knew that 
the St. Pancras Public Health Committee 
had had a very full discussion of the problem 
with a senior railway officer and the British 
Transport Commission had promised to do 
all they could to reduce the smoke and grit. 
But what the council raised with him was 
the electrification of the whole railway system 
out of Euston. That was clearly a far wider 
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question and he did not think it would help 
for him to receive a deputation from them 
about this. 


REQUISITIONED PROPERTIES 


On July 7, Mr. Croucu asked the Minister 
of Transport and Civil Aviation how many 
properties were still held under requisition 
by his department; if he would order a new 
investigation into the circumstances of each 
case; and if he would take steps jo ensure 
that the rights of the original owner, or 
owners, were safeguarded whenever a sale 
was contemplated. 

Mr. LENNOX-Boyp said the figure was 77, 
of which 67 were bombed sites used tempor- 
arily as car parks which would otherwise 
be put to no useful purpose. These would 
be restored to their owners as soon as they 
obtained building licences. In addition, the 
Air Ministry held on requisition on his behalf 
70 properties used for aerodrome purposes 
and 57 small sites for navigational aids. The 
position was under continual review so that 
these properties, if not to be purchased 
or leased, were returned as soon as possible 
to their owners or the requisitioning author- 
ity. He had no power to sell property held 
on requisition. 

Mr. GOwER asked the Under-Secretary 
for Air how many properties were still held 
under requisition by his department; if he 
would order a new investigation into the cir- 
cumstances of each case; and if he would 
direct that prior consideration be given to 
the original owner, or owners, whenever a 
sale was contemplated. 

Mr. GEeorGE Ward said that 34 buildings 
and 36,500 acres of land were still held on 
requisition by the Air Ministry. These re- 
quisitions were kept under constant review 
and they hoped to eliminate them completely 
within the next few years. Since requisi- 
tioning did not affect ownership, the last part 
of the question did not arise. 


MONOPOLIES REPORT 


On July 7, Sir ALFRED Bossom asked the 
President of the Board of Trade whether he 
had yet received the report of the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Practices Commission on the 
supply of buildings in the Greater London 
area. 

Mr. HENRY STRAUSS said he and the Pre- 
sident received this report on June 19. When 
it had been printed it would be laid before 
Parliament in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 9 of the Monopolies and Restric- 
- Practices (Inquiry and Control) Act, 
1948. 


NEW RENTS BOOKLET 


On July 6, Mr. HENRY Brooke asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what methods of publicity he proposed to 
employ in order that the rights of landlords 
and tenants and the relevant powers and 
duties of local authorities might be widely 
known and easily ascertainable when the 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill became law. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the Government 
were issuing a booklet of questions and 
answers for landlords and tenants on the 
main provisions of Part II of the Bill. A 
poster would also be issued for use by local 
authorities advertising the booklet and show- 
ing where information could be obtained. 
Local authorities would be urged to exercise 
to the full their powers of giving information 
on the Rent Acts, and he would give them 
and voluntary bodies, such as the Citizens’ 
Advice Bureaux, which ran information 
centres all the help he could, 
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WORKS MINISTRY PROPERTY 


On July 7, SiR ALFRED Bossom asked the 
Minister of Works what property had been 
acquired by his department on land reason- 
ably adjacent to the Thames on both the 
north and south sides, between Vauxhall and 
London Bridges, and what had been the re- 
lative costs of such property on some com- 
parable areas, either in cash or on a percent- 
‘age basis. 

Sir Davip Ecctes said that in the last five 
years his department had bought two free- 
holds (on the north side of the river) and 
taken a long lease of one site (on the south 
side of the river) within half a mile of the 
Thames. The sites on the north were for 
offices, that on the south for industrial pur- 
poses. The difference between purchased 
office sites on the one hand and a leased in- 
dustrial site on the other was such that the 
costs could not usefully be compared. 


‘MECHANICAL HANDLING 
Good Results from Recent Exhibition 


[From a Correspondent] 


ORE than 50,000 visitors from 60 coun- 

tries attended the fourth Mechanical 

Handling Exhibition, which closed at 
Olympia, London, on June 19. 

“The Exhibition should make an import- 
ant addition to British exports of mechanical 
handling equipment which last year were 
valued at £20m.,” one of the organisers said. 
“Exhibitors estimated that they had 30 or 40 
per cent. more inquiries than at the last 
exhibition two years ago and that the 
attendance consisted almost entirely of 
potential users of the equipment.” 

Several cranes were sold at the exhibition 
and there were many good inquiries for “ the 
world’s largest mobile crane ” (Steels), which 
came to the show under its own power. 

There were sales and many good inquiries 
for a tricycle mobile crane with a front- 
mounted cantilever jib hydraulically con- 
trolled, the railways being particularly 
interested for truck searching (Chamberlain). 

There were some 400 inquiries for the new 
conveyor belt operating on a zip fastener 
principle, the teeth-moulded edges clamping 
together when material is poured in to form 
a dust-proof tube (Rownson). 

As a result of inquiries at the exhibition 
a conveyor, carried on an electric vehicle 
(Four-Ways), believed to be the only one of 
its kind made in Britain, is to be demon- 
strated to British Railways, airline companies 
and the US Army Air Force. Three requests 
a day for demonstrations were received by 
an exhibitor of a new loader (Ferguson). 

All fork-lift truck manufacturers diesel, 
petrol and electric—including specialists in 
heavy duty trucks (Shelvoke and Drewry), 
reported good business and an East Anglian 
firm (Ransomes Sims and Jefferies), said that 
they had been able to interest many poten- 
tial users by their demonstration that quick 
lift has now been added to other advantages 
claimed for electric trucks. 

Manufacturers of pallets and stillages for 
use in conjunction with fork-lift trucks 
expressed the opinion that real progress has 
been made in “ palletisation” of factories. 
One firm making tubular-steel stillages said 
that they had been busier than at any other 
exhibition, the stand staff making 300 reports 
to head office (Tubewrights). 

One firm, which sold overseas two dual- 
purpose loaders (combined overloaders and 
front-end loaders, believed to be the first of 
their type in the world) within an hour of 
the exhibition opening, sold ten overseas 
before the close (Brays). 
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TEN-CAR TRAINS FOR 
SOUTHERN REGION 


Station Extensions Necessary 


N an endeavour to alleviate congestion 
on suburban lines in South-East London 
and North-West Kent during peak rush- 
hour periods, British Railways Southern 
Region has prepared a four-stage scheme 
to provide trains of ten coaches on peak- 
hour services. The first stage of this scheme 
has been brought into service, and ten-car 
trains are running on certain’ services 
between Dartford and Charing Cross, via 
Bexleyheath. 
The platforms at each of the 25 stations 
involved in this stage of the scheme have 








Extension of the down platform at St. Fohns, 

while under construction. Precast standard 

concrete walling was used, with a precast 
concrete retaining wall. 


had to be lengthened to accommodate the 
longer trains (equivalent to over 14 miles 
of new platform). With a few exceptions, 
where it was found expedient to build the 
platform walls of brick, the extensions were 
constructed either of precast concrete 
trestle-typ® platform or of precast concrete 
walling with solid filling. Apart from 
extensive alterations to track layouts, the 
platform extensions involved alterations to 
under-line bridges or viaducts at six stations. 
At Bexleyheath, where the station lies 
between two over-line bridges, it was neces- 
sary completely to reconstruct the bridge 
carrying Pickford-lane over the railway at 
the London end. A new footbridge was pro- 
vided at Slade Green Berthing depot to give 





The up platform extension at Barne- 
hurst, constructed in precast concrete 
trestle material. 
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access from the carriage inspection shed and 
sidings on the down side of the line to 
the new berthing sidings laid in on the up 
side. The carriage inspection shed at Slade 
Green is being extended by 82 ft. at the 
London end, and the existing inspection pits 
are being extended similarly. 

At Dartford the four electrified berthing 
sidings on the up side of the line have been 
extended to take 10-car trains, and this has 
involved the excavation of 26,000 cub. yds. 
of chalk and the construction of a concrete 
face wall between the sidings and the up 
line. Retaining walls have been constructed 
at St. Johns to allow for slewing of the down 
line to accommodate the extension of the 
down platform, and at Orpington to allow 
for the extension of the draw-ahead siding. 
A new battery house has been provided at 
Charing Cross, and work is progressing on 
nine other routes. 

The contractors employed on the civil 
engineering work were as follows:— 

Extension of Platforms: Aubrey Watson, Ltd.; 
—— and Construction Co., Ltd.; Caffin & 

> Excavations: Demolition & a Co., Ltd.; 

. Edwards & Co.; Caffin & Co., 

Bria Works: Cleveland Bridge & Cashietes Co., 
Ltd.; Demolition & Construction Co., Ltd.; Aubrey 
Watson, Ltd.; J. W. Ellingham, oo Matthew T. 
Shaw & Co,, Ltd; Caffin & Co., 

Extension of Slade Green oe iis Shed: 


Demolition & Construction Co., Ltd.; Welding Con- 
struction and Repairs, Ltd. 


OBITUARY 
C. W. D. Rowe 


AS BRIEFLY REFERRED to in our last issue 
the death has occurred at the age of 60 of 
Mr. C. W. D. Rowe, CB, MBE, TD, deputy 
chairman and managing director of the 
London Brick Company. 

Son of the late Alderman and Mrs. 
J. W. D. Rowe, of Peterborough, he was 
educated at Uppingham and joined his father 
in the brick trade just before the first world 
war. At his father’s death in 1922 he became 
general manager of their firms, the United 
Brick Company and the Northam Brick 
Company, and when these amalgamated with 
the LBC in 1923, he joined the larger 
concern. 

He became a managing director in 1933, 
and two years ago succeeded Mr. A. T. Wor- 
boys as deputy chairman upon the latter’s 
appointment as chairman. 

In the course of his long and varied 
military career during which he rose to the 
rank of Colonel, Mr. Rowe was mentioned 
in dispatches three times and was made a 
Member of the Order of the British Empire 
(Military Division) in 1919. It was_ his 
work in the second world war and his long 
service as chairman of the Hunts Territorial 
and Auxiliary Forces’ Association which was 
recognised in 1948 when he was made a 
Companion of the Bath (Civil Division). 

The love of flying which he acquired in the 
first world war continued with him, and he 
piloted his own plane on business and 
pleasure flights. A music lover, he assembled 
a fine collection of recorded music. Another 
pastime was golf, and he was captain of 
Luffenham Golf Club in the 1930's. 

He was made a magistrate for Hunts in 
1933, and in 1946 was appointed a Deputy 
Lieutenant for Hunts. In 1947 he was High 
Sheriff for Hunts and Cambs. 


CROYDON DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has approved, with modifica- 
tions, the development plan for the County 
Borough of Croydon. 

















ELECTRIC COOKING 


DOMESTIC ELECTRIC COOKERS TABLE 
Electric cookers are obtainable in a wide range of sizes | by:¥: im meemele) qs hy 
and capacities to meet all reasonable domestic require- 
ments. All are characteristically clean and highly 
efficient : their performance is not affected by external 
circumstances such as draughts, and they can be placed 
exactly where required. All boiling plates are inter- 
changeable, whether of the enclosed (‘“‘ black’ or 
“solid ’’) or radiant (‘‘red coil”) type; they can 
be obtained with simmering control so that any degree 
of heat required can be obtained, from a fast boil to 
a gentle simmer. Pans with ground bases are neces- 
sary for good results on enclosed, but not on radiant 
plates. Except on the small table cookers, ovens are 
thermostatically controlled, and splash plates are 
provided. TABLE VERTICAL COOKERS 
Many models are made 1 ft. 9 in. wide, 1 ft. 9 in. SMALL SIZE 
deep, and 3 ft. high, to fit in with kitchen cupboard 
units as part of the working counter. Kitchen cabinets 
can be built up to their flush sides, but care should be 
taken to see that the cooker can, without difficulty, 
be pulled forward for service if required. 
Tables 1, 2, 3 and 4 classify electric cookers into 
four broad divisions according to their capacity. The 
dimensions given will enable the requisite space to be 
allowed in the early stages of planning. Measurements 
should of course be taken from the actual cooker 
chosen when preparing details for building in, which 
must take account of the raising of the hob for 
cleaning and access to boiling plates and grill boiler. : 
The Cooker Control Unit. ay \:) 8 - VERTICAL COOKERS 
With the exception of the table type, which is con- MEDIUM SIZE 
nected to the mains by an ordinary 13 amp. or 15 amp. 
switched socket outlet, all cookers are connected to, 
and switched on or off at, a special cooker control unit, 
which is itself directly connected to the mains by its 
own 30amp. circuit. In addition to serving the cooker, 
this control unit usually has a 13 amp. or 15 amp. 
switched socket outlet for an electric kettle or other 
small appliance. It must be fixed on the wall by the 
side of the cooker away from the sink, and from 4 ft. to 
4 ft. 6 in. above the floor, so that it can easily be 
reached without risk of upsetting pans on the hob. It 
should not be possible for the flexible cord of any 
appliance plugged in to the cooker control unit to get 
wetted, neither should it trail across the boiling plates. 
Like switches and socket-outlets, cooker control units 
are made in flush-fitting or surface types. 
Planning Requirements. ay. :) 8 3 4. 
A cooker should not be placed in a corner as access a LARGE COOKERS 
to the oven may be badly cramped, especially in cases PAs 
where the plan is ‘‘ handed” as in semi-detached 
houses. All cooker oven doors, with the exception of 
those that drop down, are hinged on the left, in con- - 
trast to refrigerator doors which are usually hinged on 
the right-hand side. All corner positions restrict the 
use of the hob and result in the return wall being 
soiled. The most inconvenient place for a cooker is 
close up to a door ; a serious accident can easily occur 
when pan handles overhang the hob and the door is 


opened suddenly ; nor is there any space to put pans 
and dishes for dishing up or service. A position which 
necessitates the cook standing in her own light when 2 


working at the cooker should be avoided: under a 
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SS window is a satisfactory place for an electric cooker, 
provided enough light is reflected from walls and 


“SS 4 B ceiling to enable her to see into the oven. That 


insufficient thought is given to this matter in many 


K 4 cases, may be inferred from the provision of an internal 
GV oven light or light-coloured oven interiors in some 
5 recent models. 


Counter Space. 

Counter space is essential on both sides of the cooker, 
level with the hob and the sink draining board ; the 
minimum area each side being 2 sq. ft. The space 
beneath these counters can be used for pans and 
cooking utensils in frequent use, unless a high-level 

pan shelf is preferred. Such a shelf should not be 

| higher than 5 ft. 9 in. from the floor or extend over 

: the cooker hob and should not be used for heavy or 

V. 7 <7 La awkward utensils which are better kept below counter 
8 level. See Figs. 1 and 2. 


6 & Utensils. 


10 12 Accommodation must also be provided as near the poe v2 
% yA f cooker as possible for the small articles which are used were 
9) daily, such as cooking knives, forks, spoons, ladles, 
ll slicers and other gadgets : drawers under the counter 


tops on either side are suitable. Apart from ovenware 
there are cloths, strainers and condiments which are 
needed close by : most cooks will have no difficulty in 
adding to this list, and it is important to bear in mind 
that the absence or misplacement of such articles will 
spoil an otherwise well-planned kitchen in the eyes 


Another 
towel rz 
as to u 
circuit a 
water s 
vide qui 
like to 
possible. 


of the user. 


Service Arrangements. 

Whether service to the dining room is through a 
door or a hatch, part of the working counter should be 
immediately adjacent for assembling the plates, food, 
etc., previous to a meal and for dishing up from the 
cooker. Counter area for this purpose is essential even 
in a dining kitchen, when it can include the areas 
specified in the preceding paragraph. A trolley can be 
used with advantage in such a situation. Trays if used 
should be kept nearby, and socket outlets provided in 
the wall 1 ft. to 1 ft. 6 in. above counter level, for 
plugging in small electrical appliances such as a coffee 
percolator or a toaster. 


rail and 
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Ventilation. 

It is not necessary to construct a hood or duct above 
an electric cooker in an attempt to remove cooking 
smells : equally good results are obtained by installing 
an electric extract fan in the outer wall, provided it is 
so placed that air and smells removed from the kitchen 
Eee are not blown back into the house through a nearby 
open window. Care should be taken to see that the fan 
is provided with efficient external baffles which close 
when the fan is not in use, and open when it is running. 
The fan switch position is important: it must be 
conveniently placed and sufficiently conspicuous to 
make it unlikely to be forgotten. 

The cleanliness, efficiency and neatness of the 
modern electric cooker make it eminently suitable 
for use in the more open types of modern plan and in 
kitchen-dining rooms, 





Fig. 2 Correct placing of Cooker 


For further details apply to 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Settlement Without Contract 


Q.—I completed two houses some time ago 
for a private client and have difficulty in 
obtaining a settlement. No contract was 
entered into, he ordering the materials and 
sending the accounts to me. How do I stand? 

M.I. D. 


A.—A legal correspondent writes: Where 
one person carries out work for another, no- 
thing being said as to price, there is an 
implied promise to pay a fair price for the 
work—unless it can be shown that the work 
was intended to be a gift. The fact that 
the contract was not reduced to writing does 
not mean that. no contract existed, and the 
builder can therefore claim a reasonable 
price for the two houses. If the client 
refuses to pay, the builder can sue him in 
the courts. A. E. T 


Hot Water Systems 


Q.—Though my boiler, flow and return 
systems are in order, and boiling water is 
available within the hour, a long period 
is required before hot water issues from the 
tap in the bathroom and the towel rail kas 
never been really hot. One pipe passed in- 
side a breeze wall and caused serious crack- 
ing. This has been removed and blanked off. 
Another pipe has been blanked off and the 
towel rail removed. Can I connect up so 
as to use the tap supply to complete the 
circuit and reduce the distance between lot 
water supply and bathroom outlet to pro- 
vide quicker hot water at the tap? I should 
like to avoid lifting the boxroom floor if 
possible. D. H. 


A.—It would appear that the existing 
DHW system was designed to do the com- 
bined duties of heating the boxroom or linen 
cupboard and supplying hot water to the 
bathroom. The siting of the HW storage 
tank in the boxroom, some distance from 
the sanitary fittings, has caused the loss of 
heat from the long run of pipe to the towel 
rail and left the drawoffs without an effec- 
tive return. 

The remedies in such a case must bear 
some relation to the sum of money a client 
is prepared to make available. Very useful 
details were published in The Builder 
for the British Electrical Development 
Association on May 14, showing calorifier 
schemes and on April 16, various HW 
schemes. 

Owing to the present high cost of fuel the 
provision of secondary circuits (see sketch 
A) is not considered desirable on small 
schemes. Where the DHW storage tank is 
on the first floor the secondary circuit is not 
considered to be effectual. Whether or not 
these secondary circuits are to be provided, 
by-laws restrict the length of “dead leg” 
on hot water pipes to 10 ft. in the case 
of 1 in. pipes, 25 ft. for 3 in. and 40 ft. for 
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4 in. pipes. The diagrams shown have vary- 
ing advantages:— 

Scheme A. This is a very complete 
scheme providing direct heating to towel 
rail and linen coil, making provision for a 
secondary circuit if desirable. The scheme 
is not suitable for an immersion heater by 
virtue of the circulation taking place around 
the secondary flow and return. 

Scheme B. This partly solves the problem 
by providing HW to the towel rail but still 
leaves a long run of pipe on the drawofts. 

Scheme C. This is a complete scheme 
suitable for the installation of immersion 
heater. 

In all cases the towel rail and linen coil 
will require an air valve with a plastic wheel 
for the customer’s use, F.J.L. 


Heavy Duty Flooring 

Q.—We are experiencing difficulty in find- 
ing a suitable floor finish for our substation 
buildings, the floors of which are required 
to be dustproof, hard-wearing and non- 
slip.. Switchgear, weighing 3 to 4 cwt., 
mounted on four steel wheels approxi- 
mately 3 in. in diameter and 4 in. wide, 
slightly convex on the edge, has to be with- 
drawn from its normal position and then 
pulled forward on to the floor. This opera- 
tion may be repeated almost continuously 
when the switchgear is first installed, but 
afterwards only at infrequent intervals. We 
have found that grooves are formed in a 
concrete floor despite the use of a hardener. 

In order to obtain a dustproof surface we 
have treated the floors with concrete floor 
paint, but this has not been a success, as 
the surface tends to become smooth and it 
is difficult for the workmen to withdraw the 
switchgear without slipping. The painting 
is also a continual expense. Adamantine or 
similar tiles have been suggested, but here 
again it is thought that the surface would 
be too smooth, especially as traces of oil 
may be present. Another finish considered 
has been steel flags and steel paving, but, 
apart from being a non-slip surface, this is 
not considered suitable from an operational 
point of view. R.M. 

A.—As the present floor has had many 
treatments, including that of paint, it would 
be difficult to suggest a remedy other than 
taking up the floor. Consideration should 
be given to covering the wheels of the switch- 
gear with some form of rubber, as wheels 
of the description given would test the best 
of floors. 

Floors can be laid to withstand weight 
and wear, and I would suggest the following 
methods:— 

(i) A granolithic-finished surface, with a 
layer of 14-in. gauge 5 granite:2 cement. 
The granite should be well mixed } in. 
to dust before adding cement. In the final 
trowelling, 1-2 Ib. of carborundum powder, 
mixed with an equal weight of dry 


cement, should be sprinkled over the surface 
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and trowelled in until the required surface 
is obtained. 

(ii) When the concrete floor is laid, the 
top layer should be 1 in. thickness of granite 
and the instructions as in (ij) should be 
observed. This should be laid when the 
concrete has obtained a uniform firmness 
but has not set. 

In laying, the bays of the floor should 
not be greater than 10 ft. by 10 ft. 

G.R.H. 
Surface Dusting 


Q.—Recently we had a kitchen floor 
levelled with cement. The dust raised when 
sweeping is very serious for both the 
room itself and other parts of the house. 
We treated the cement floor with two appli- 
cations of compound, but this has not 
improved it. 

Can you tell us the best way to overcome 
this dust? M.T. 


A.—As the foundation of the floor is not 
mentioned I presume that it is concrete plus 
a layer of cement and sand. Many things 
can be the cause of dusting which no treat- 
ment will rectify. Generally it is found 
that where the cement and sand has been 
laid too wet, the cement has risen to the 
surface with the water, and this wears away, 
exposing a poor and sandy surface. 

When treating floors with a “ hardener” 
or non-dusting compound, the instructions 
given by the manufacturers must be carried 
out, and sometimes up to one gallon to 
5 sq. yds. must be used. Should dusting 
persist, the alternative is to re-lay the floor 
and apply the hardening compound when 
laying or immediately after laying. 

(The names of proprietary brands of hard- 
ening compounds have been forwarded to 
the inquirer.) G. R. H. 


Refusal of Credits 


Q.—Where a contract has been signed by 
both parties and the contract documents 
are the current RIBA Agreement without 
quantities, is the architect or engineer con- 
cerned justified, where credits are given, to 
refuse these on the grounds that they are 
too low? On the other hand, could the 
same thing apply that our rates are too high 
in the event of extra work? 


A.—The “No quantities” form of con- 
tract requires that on the signing of the 
contract the contractor is to furnish a 
schedule of rates (see Clause 2). Clause 9 
provides that all variations shall be priced 
by the surveyor (or the architect if there is 
no surveyor) by reference to the schedule of 
rates. If a schedule of rates has been fur- 
nished, there should be no great difficulty, 
but in any case the surveyor’s determination 
is subject to arbitration under Clause 27. 

I appreciate that in many cases a schedule 
of rates is not in fact furnished as required 
by Clause 2. In these cases, I agree that 
it would be reasonable to use the contractor’s 
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bills of quantities as the basis of pricing 
variations, although the responsibility for the 
valuation rests with the surveyor; here again, 
arbitration is available if necessary. 

A. E. T. 


Bills of Quantities 


Q.—I would like to be informed as to 
whether a priced Bill of Quantities is the 
property of the contractors or the potential 
employer in the event of being successful or 
otherwise in tendering. Assuming the docu- 
ment belongs to the building firm, are there 
any powers to enforce the return of same, 
be it from a public authority or otherwise? 

CF. 8. 


A.—The answer to the first part of this 
question must depend on the particular facts 
of each case, as follows:— 


1. If the contractor is required to pay 
for the unpriced bills, it would seem that 
the priced bills are his property whether or 
not he is successful in his tender. 


2. Sometimes the invitation to tender 
includes a provision that priced bills will be 
returned unopened to unsuccessful tenderers; 
in that case the position is quite clear. 


3. If the contractor does not have to pay 
for the unpriced bills and there is no express 
provision on the matter, the priced bills must 
be regarded as the property of the building 
owner whether the tender with which they 
were submitted was successful or not. But 
although the building owner is entitled to 
keep the bills, the contractor retains the 
copyright in the pricings, and would be 
entitled to restrain the publication of his 
figures. 

Regarding the second part of the question, 
where the property in the priced bills belongs 
to the contractor, he can sue the employer 
in the event of his unlawfully retaining 
them. A.E. T. 


COAL SUPPLIES 


Builders’ Anxiety 


THE WARNINGS given recently by represen- 
tatives of the mining industry that the 
country may be moving towards a severe 
coal crisis give cause for some anxiety in the 
building industry, said Mr. G. W. GROSVE- 
NoR, President of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, at the half- 
yearly general meeting of Liverpool Regional 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
held in Liverpool, on July 13. He added: 
It is not always realised that we are heavily 
dependent upon adequate supplies of coal 
for the manufacture of most of our building 
materials—steel, bricks, glass and cement 
in particular. The housing programme, to 
mention but one section of the building in- 
dustry’s activities, is now running at a record 
pace, but if manufacturers cannot get enough 
fuel to keep the materials pipe-line full, pro- 
gress on the sites is bound to suffer, and the 
subsequent dislocation might well lead to 
unemployment. 


“WHY PRODUCTIVITY?” 


A publication, entitled “Why Produc- 
tivity?” has been issued by the -British 
Productivity Council, 21, Tothill-street, SW1, 
and can be obtained from booksellers, price 
1s. It is the first of a new series of Action 
pamphlets, and the text reviews the economic 
background, and shows why a number of 
superficially attractive proposals for raising 
the living standard of the majority will not 
work. It also answers in detail some com- 
mon objections to raising productivity. 


2 Savoy Hill, London, W.C.2. Temple Bar 9434. 
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NFBTE 


French Builders’ Visit 


SMALL study group, representative of 

the French Federation of Building Con- 
tractors, visited London from July 5 to 7, 
to study industrial and public relations 
methods used in the British building industry. 
The members of the group were Messieurs 
Georges Javay and Alan Delacommune, 
accompanied by M. Michel Parion, chief of 
the Social Service Department of the French 
Federation, and M. Rene Pinhas, acting as 
an interpreter. P 

On arrival at the NFBTE’s London head- 
quarters on July 5, the French builders were 
welcomed by Mr. Nigel Hannen, junior vice- 
president of the National Federation, and 
Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish. The morning 
was devoted to a discussion on house 
journals, their advantages and the problems 
met with in connection with their produc- 
tion and circulation. Mr. K. Jerrard, of 
John Laing and Son, Ltd., took part in the 
discussion and in the afternoon at the invi- 
tation of Mr. Kirby Laing the group visited 
the private cinema of that company to see 
films illustrating some of the company’s in- 
dustrial relations activities. 

On July 6 further discussions were held 
on incentives schemes, the working of 
regional incentive panels and the operation 
of incentive schemes for maintenance and 
repair jobs. On this ocasion the NFBTE’s 
representatives were Mr. Nigel Hannen, Mr. 
D. A. Burrell (of Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, Ltd.), Mr. Peter Trench (Bovis, Ltd.), 
and Mr. J. Donaldson (John Laing and Son, 
Ltd.) In the evening the French builders 
were the guests of the National Federation 
at dinner. 

The value of plant maintenance competi- 
tions, the importance of observing safety 
regulations and methods of preventing un- 
necessary waste of building materials were 
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among the subjects dealt with at the morning 
session on July 7. In the afternoon a visit 
was made to a housing site of Wates, Lid, 
at Wandsworth. The NFBTE’s representa- 
tives on this day were Mr. Nigel Hannen, 
and Mr. Alan Wates, Mr. W. Burton, Mr, 
H. MacDonald and Mr. B. S. Abrams (of 
Wates, Ltd.), and Mr. E. E. Batty (Messrs, 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd.). 


Cement Supplies 


Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, national presi- 
dent, speaking at the half-yearly general 
meeting of the Eastern Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, at Peterborough, on 
July 7, said that once again cement was hard 
to get in several parts of the country and 
generally there was considerable anxiety. 

“We appreciate the efforts which have 
been made by the manufacturers and distri- 
butors to increase production and improve 
distribution,” he declared. “These efforts 
have enabled us amongst other things to 
break all post-war house-building records. | 
know that my appeals will not be in vain 
when I ask them for still further efforts and 
my own members to place their orders in 
advance, to avoid ordering in duplicate and 
to exercise every possible economy. If we all 
continue to co-operate we shall, I am sure, 
go on to break further records.” 


Building Advisory Service 


Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, national presi- 
dent, speaking at the half-yearly general 
meeting of the Midland Federation, on July 
9, said that the first stage in the setting-up of 
the Advisory Service for the Building In- 
dustry was almost completed. The consul- 
tants were now preparing their report for 
consideration by the committee of manage- 
ment who would shortly be asking for appli- 
cations from those with technical qualifica- 
tions and experience in the building trade for 
training in consultancy. 





FRENCH BUILDERS’ VISIT.—A study group of French builders from the French 
Federation of Building Contractors visited this country on fuly 5, 6 and 7 to study 


industrial and public relations methods used in the British building industry. 


Here 


the leader of the group, M. Georges Favay, is being greeted by Mr. Nigel Hannen, 
jumor vice-president of the NFBTE, shortly after the group’s arrival at the National 


Federation’s headquarters in London. 


Others in the picture are, left to right, M. Rene 


Pinhas, M. Alan Delacommune, Mr. C. G. Rowlands and M. Michel Parion. 
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“LITTLE GIANT’ the 6-use mixer with 


adjustable drum for mixing concrete, tarmacadam, 
hair plaster, compo, mortar and plaster. Roller chain 
drive ; sealed adjustable roller bearings. Petrol, diesel or 
vaporising oil engine, or electric motor. Mounted on four 
metal or pneumatic-tyred wheels ; capacity 5/34 or 7/5 
cu. ft. 2-wheel Fast-towing Type, 5/34 cu. ft. Prices from 
£126 or £32 down. £10 off normal list prices of all petrol 
driven models if fitted with I4 h.p. Villiers air-cooled 
petrol engine. 





A user in Lancashire writes : ‘* We are contemplating the pur- 

chase of another ‘Little Giant ’ concrete mixer, since WE ARE 
parade SUCH WONDERFUL SERVICE from the one we obtained 
rom you.’” 
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eons DARKER © 
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‘MINI-GIANT! rated mixed capacity 
2 cu. ft., with a total drum volume equal to any so- 
called 4-bag mixer . . . giving FULL CAPACITY at the 
CORRECT MIXING ANGLE. Finger-tip drum tilting 
control. 1 h.p. air-cooled Villiers engine with roller 
chain drive and large, deep-toothed driving pinion... 
all completely accessible. Prices from £74 or £19 down. 
Fast-towing Type, £96 or £24 down. 





A user in North Wales writes : *:‘‘l am very pleased with the ‘ Mini- 
Giant ’ mixer. WE ARE[JDOING DOUBLE THE WORK WITH IT NOW 
AND IT IS TWICE AS EASY.’’ 
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LONDON, STAFFORD HOUSE, NORFOLK ST 
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FLOAT 






(PATENT APPLIED FOR) 





MEW DA Mee 


Masonry Mortar is made by mixing “FEBMIX ADMIX” with Sand and 
Cement; it supersedes other mortars because it— 





SAVES MONEY—tThe addition of Febmix Admix 
allows the cement content to be halved or the lime to be 
omitted, thus saving 800 lb. of lime or 8 cwts. of cement 
per 1 gall. of Febmix Admix used. 

SAVES TIME—The “Fatty” working consistency of 
the mortar reduces the labour effort in application and 
increases rate of output. 


IMPROVES—tThe mortar has a high resistance to 
frost attack and prevents the penetration of driving rain. 
It is not prone to cracking and crazing, and has great 
strength of adhesion. 

1S SUITABLE—For internal and external renderings, 
roughcast, cement pavings, bedding and pointing brick and 
stonework, and for fixing tiles. 


@ BEWARE OF IMITATIONS e 


write for technical brochure 


SOUTHERN OFFICE: TUDOR PARADE, LONDON ROAD, HOUNSLOW, MIDDLESEX 
NORTHERN OFFICE: ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY, MANCHESTER 21 





(GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 


Chorlton 1063 


HOU 0082: 
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LMBA 


Half-yearly Report 


[HE interim report of the London Master 

Builders’ Association, covering matters 
dealt with by the Association during the 
six months ended June 30, 1954, was pre- 
sented at the half-yearly general meeting on 
July 15. 

Referring to general activity, the report 
states :— 

The increasing freedom of the industry 
from licensing and other restrictions, which 
has been referred to in recent reports, has 
continued during the period under review, 
and the effects are already becoming apparent 
in a considerable extension of members’ 
activities in many directions, particularly in 
house-building. This has been accompanied 
by a gradual improvement in the materials 
position generally, although difficulties and 
delays are still being encountered in the 
supply of bricks. 


Some concern has been expressed at the 
introduction, without consultation with the 
builders, of a new type of brick which 
requires substantially more mortar for its 
use than the old type, and discussions with 
the brick manufacturers on this matter are 
proceeding at national level. 

As so often occurs at this time of year, 
recent reports from members indicate con- 
siderable local shortages of cement, but the 
manufacturers are doing all in their power 
to overcome the difficulties in the very near 
future. 


Incentives——The advice of the London 
Regional Joint Incentives Payments Advisory 
Panel continues to be sought, although the 
number of meetings held for this purpose 
showed a marked decline. It is feit that 
this indicates that, in general, the operation 
of proper incentives schemes within the 
framework of the National Joint Agreement 
is working smoothly and effectively. 

Incentive schemes become of ever-growing 
importance. Higher wages must increase the 
cost of building, but this can be partly 
alleviated by a compensating increase in 
productivity. Properly organised incentive 
schemes must play an important part in 
securing this increase and thus contribute 
to the overall endeavour being made to 
reduce building costs. 


Holidays Agreement.—Following the issue 
in December of the Council’s recommenda- 
tion to members on the fixing of the second 
week’s holiday with pay, some members 
have found that problems are likely to arise 
in the co-ordination of these arrangements 
with sub-contractors engaged on their sites. 
It is hoped, however, that these difficulties 
may be overcome by early and complete 
collaboration between all parties concerned, 
and bearing in mind that some “ teething 
troubles” are inevitably to be expected in 
this implementation of the arbitration 
award. The experience gained in the opera- 
tion of the second week’s holiday for the 
first year-will no doubt enable the difficulties 
to be forestalled and overcome in future 
years, 


APPRENTICESHIP 


During the first half of this year the Asso- 
ciation has again. given a great deal of 
attention to all matters designed to increase 
or improve the level of apprenticeship 
recruitment, which during the past two years 
was below average. 

More local authorities in London now use 
the standard National Apprenticeship Deed, 
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following an agreement between the National 
Joint Council and the Joint Negotiating 
Committee for Local Authorities Services. 


Recruiting Campaign.—For some years it 
has been clear that many boys have been 
lost to the building industry on leaving 
school, owing to the shortage of suitable 
vacancies for apprentices. This year the 
youth employment services have again 
maintained that they can fill up to 1,000 
vacancies, and there has been a recruiting 
campaign of even greater intensity than in 
past years. This campaign began with a 
personal appeal from the president, addressed 
to all members, seeking assistance from 
those who had not in the past accepted any 
apprentices, as well as an extra effort from 
those who have already taken a share in 
the training of the industry’s future 
craftsmen. 

The final result of this “drive” will not 
be known for some time, but to date the 
Association has been advised of over 200 
vacancies, particulars of which have been 
circulated to youth employment officers and 
schools of building. This response is en- 
couraging, the number of vacancies being 
more than three times those notified at the 
same time last year. Any members who 
have not already notified the Association of 
possible vacancies will be well advised to 
do so immediately so as to ensure that they 
have an opportunity of selecting the best 
boys from those leaving school in July. 


Roll of Apprentice Masters—Almost all 
the members whose names appeared on the 
roll of apprentice masters when it was inau- 
gurated last year have remained on the roll 
this year, and it is pleasing to note that 
a number of new names have appeared as 
accepting apprentices for the first time. 


Educational Awards.—By courtesy of the 
Worshipful Company of Drapers, arrange- 
ments have been made for the LMBA medals 
to be presented this year in Drapers’ Hall. 
The ceremony will take place on Friday, 
October 29, when Marshal] of the Royal Air 
Force the Lord Tedder, GCB, DCL, LLD, 
will make the presentations. The Lord 
Mayor of London will preside over the cere- 
mony as in past years. 


Training for Management.—The _ final 
draft of the Scheme of Articled Pupilship in 
the London Region is now in the hands of 
the Association’s solicitors for the prepara- 
tion of a draft deed. As soon as this and 
other final arrangements have been com- 
pleted an announcement will be made to 
members. 


Training for Foremanship. — Arrange- 
ments have been made for a_ two-year 
Certificate Graduate Foremanship Training 
Course to begin in Central London in Sep- 
tember, 1954. 


CONTRACT MATTERS 


Standard Forms of Contract—The Asso- 
ciation, through its Contracts Committee, 
has continued its unremitting efforts to per- 
suade Local Authorities and others of the 
advantages to all concerned of the use of 
the RIBA Standard Form of Contract 
unamended, and there have been some slight 
but nevertheless welcome indications that 
various bodies representing Local Authori- 
ties are tending to agree with this view. 


Tendering Procedure—The Joint Com- 
mittee of the RIBA, RICS and the NFBTE, 
which was set up to inquire into tendering 
procedure, published its report in March. In 
pursuance of this report, a sub-committee of 
the Joint Committee of London Architects 
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and Builders, with the assistance of a mem- 
ber of the RICS, has in hand the preparation 
of a draft code of tendering and contractual 
procedure. 


Metropolitan Water Board.—The Associa- 
tion was represented at a recent Inquiry held 
by the Ministry of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment on an application by the Metro- 
politan Water Board for an increase in their 
charges for supplies of water by meter, and 
the opportunity was taken once again to 
emphasise the Association’s view that water 
supplies by this method should be made 
more freely available for building purposes. 
Correspondence with the Board is still pro- 
ceeding on this point. 

Through the Regional Registered House- 
builders’ Committee, the Association has also 
opened negotiations with the Board on the 
proportion to be allowed in respect of “ non- 
water using trades” on housebuilding, and 
it has been suggested to the Board that this. 
matter would be greatly simplified if an 
agreed percentage of the cost of the average 
house could be allowed in each case. 

The attention of the Association has beer 
drawn to the form of contract used by the 
Board for their own building work, and 
objection has been taken to a number of 
clauses in the form which are considered to 
impose an unfair burden on the contractor. 
Negotiations with the Board are proceeding. 


GENERAL 


Housebuilding—The . shortage of suitable 
land for housebuilding in the London Region 
has been the subject of representations to 
the Ministry and is being pressed on every 
possible occasion. 

The role of the National Housebuilders’ 
Registration Council is becoming of increas- 
ing importance to the industry and to the 
public, in view of the much greater freedom 
which has been given to the private enter- 
prise housebuilder. 

The Registration Council is the greatest 
safeguard for both the builder and the house 
owner against the accusations of “jerry 
building” which were so frequently, and it 
must be said sometimes with justification, 
levelled against housebuilders between the 
wars. 


Technical Information Service-——From the 
wide range of subjects on which information 
is sought by members, it appears that 
increasing use is made of this Service. 
Requests for copies of Technical Information 
Bulletins and other technical publications are 
an indication of their value to the Industry. 


Accidents.—It is hoped that as a result of 
a survey which the Association is conduct- 
ing, it will be possible to: assess the most 
frequent causes of accidents in the building 
industry and to issue guidance to members 
on the steps to be taken for their prevention. 


Membership.—During the first six months 
of the year 20 new members have been elec- 
ted, and at June 30 the total number of 
members was as follows: Ordinary Mem- 
bers, 1,432; Associate Members, 132; Honor- 
ary Members, 5; making a total of 1,569. 


Apprentices’ Campaign 

As this is the month when most boys leave 
school, the LMBA has been carrying out 
an active campaign to secure additional 
vacancies for apprentices among its mem- 
bers. As a final step in the campaign and 
on the eve of the closing of the schools for 
the summer, the President, Mr. R. S. 
Williams, has sent a reminder to all his 
members. 
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EASTERN FEDERATION 


Regional Summer Meeting 


THE friendly informality of the Eastern 

Federation’s summer meetings was again 
the keynote at Peterborough, where this 
year’s functions were held in honour of the 
Regional president, Mr, A. E. Desborough, 
JP. The programme opened on Tuesday 
afternoon, July 6, with a plant demonstra- 
tion where the extensive plant exhibited was 
able to show its paces before a thunderstorm 
broke. In the evening at the Town Hall, 
writes a correspondent, the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Peterborough gave a civic 
reception which set the tone for the 
remainder of the programme. 

On the Wednesday morning the business 
meeting was preceded by a civic welcome 
from the Mayor, Councillor R. W. North, 
JP, and those attending included the National 
president (Mr. W. Grosvenor), the 
National director (Mr. Stanley Hearder), the 
LMBA president (Mr. R. S. Williams) with 
his director (Mr. G. H. A. Hughes), the 
junior vice-president Southern Counties (Mr. 
E, G. Llewellyn) and the NJC Employ- 
ers’ secretary (Mr. I. Ernest Jones). In his 
address the NATIONAL PRESIDENT took up the 
theme in the Regional president’s review on 
the part the Federation had to play in reduc- 
ing building costs. After referring to the 
Building Advisory Service which it was pro- 
posed to set up, and full-scale trials by mem- 
bers for the Building Research Station, Mr. 
Grosvenor commended the special efforts of 
the Eastern Federation through its plant 
service and building studentship scheme. 

The National president’s reference to a 
shortage of cement in several parts of the 
country came at a time when reports of 
difficulties in Norfolk had just come in. 


VISIT TO BRICKWORKS 


The meeting was followed by lunch for 
members at the Angel Hotel, where the 
health of the hosts, the Peterborough Asso- 
ciation, was proposed by Mr. R. S. Williams 
({LMBA president), the reply coming from 
Mr. R. W. Westcombe, the Peterborough 
Association’s president. A party of over 80 
then paid a visit to the Fletton works of 
the London Brick Co., Ltd., a very inter- 
esting tour being completed with tea in the 
sports club canteen. The visit was some- 
what overshadowed by the sudden death of 
Mr. Rowe (an obituary notice is on page 
102), whose son, Mr. J. Rowe, despite the 
sad circumstances, took over the arrange- 
ments for the visit. 

A day trip arranged for the ladies included 
a visit to Burghley House by kind permission 
of the Marquess of Exeter, lunch at Stam- 
ford, and in the afternoon a visit to Elton 
Hall by kind permission of Lady Proby. 

In the evening the dinner and dance held 
at the Angel Hotel was a gay and enjoyable 
affair and proved the highlight of this very 
happy summer meeting. On the Thursday 
morning the golfers adjourned to the Peter- 
borough Milton Golf Club, and a party of 
close on 50 were shown around Peter- 
borough Cathedral by Canon Cartwright, the 
librarian and archivist. 

Business and pleasure were nicely com- 
bined and the Peterborough Association were 
warmly thanked for their hospitality. 


Plant Demonstrations 


Two succESSsFUL plant demonstrations 
have recently been held under the Federa- 
tion’s plant scheme which offers facilities for 
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the loan of plant, advice on its operation 
in a variety of conditions, and opportunities 
for sub-contracting those phases of contracts 
which can be mechanised. 

The demonstrations were held at opposite 
ends of the Region, one being on July 2 
at Rayleigh, Essex, and the other, on July 6, 
at Peterborough, in connection with the 
Federation’s summer meeting. It was found 
possible to concentrate on suitable sites a 
wide variety of plant from diggers, bull- 
dozers, and so on down to light plant and 
tools. The purpose of the demonstrations 
was to show the various items actually doing 
the job for which they were intended under 
normal site conditions. 

In both instances there was full co-opera- 
tion of members of the Federation in the 
localities concerned, and plant manufac- 
turers and distributors were most generous 
in their support. They apparently welcome 
these demonstrations as offering an oppor- 
tunity of showing their plant in action to 
audiences mainly consisting of potential pur- 
chasers, without the heavy overheads of 
elaborate plant exhibitions lasting several 
days, where, for prestige value, firms have 
to be represented. 

Although the attendances in both cases 
were encouraging, it is hoped that on future 
occasions they will be even better. There 
are several difficulties to contend with and 
it will be necessary to dispel the idea that 
these demonstrations under actual site con- 
ditions are just another series of immobile 
plant exhibitions. 


LAW REPORT 


Alleged Defective Prefabricated 
Bungalow: Appeal Fails 
CourRT OF APPEAL. 


BEFORE LorDS JUSTICES BIRKETT, SOMERVELL 
AND ROMER. 


WALTON v. BEACHER 


(THE Court of Appeal, on June 24, dis- 

missed an appeal by Mr. Sam Walton, 
of Chapel-lane, Spalding, against the judg- 
ment of an Official Referee, Mr. J. D. Cass- 
well, awarding £579 damages to Mr. John 
Henry Beacher, of South-street, Peter- 
borough. 

Mr. Beacher, who bought a prefabricated 
bungalow from Mr. Walton and employed 
him to erect it, claimed that after it had 
been partially built it had to be demolished 
because it was defective. The bungalow had 
been made larger than was authorised by 
the building licence, and it was contended 
for Mr. Walton that the contract was illegal 
and was therefore unenforceable. 

Lord Justice Birkett said that Mr. 
Beacher’s counsel conceded that there was 
an alteration of the original plan, but con- 
tended that there was no illegality which 
went to the root of the contract. “ My view 
is,” said his lordship, “that the building, 
which was erected with an unauthorised 
alteration, was substantially the building 
permitted by the licence. The unauthorised 
alteration was trivial and I think that the 
Official Referee was right in severing the 
contract. In my opinion the contract was 
not rendered illegal so as to prevent Mr. 
Beacher suing and succeeding. 

Lords Justices Somervell and Romer 
agreed that the appeal failed. 


DONCASTER DEVELOPMENT 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has approved with modifications 
the development plan for Doncaster. 
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BUILDER'S HANDBOOK 


An Outstanding German Textbook 


COPY of “Das Maurerbuch, The 

Builder’s Handbook,” by A. Behringer 
and F. Rek (Otto Maier Verlag, Ravensburg, 
1953) has come into my hands. This book 
is written for builders and those craftsmen 
and students who want to learn the many 
ropes that a builder and contractor has to 
handle. The authors are a contractor and 
a college teacher from South Germany 
where craftsmanship is still very much alive 
in the building trade, but where modern 
techniques have never been ignored. F. Rek 
is a reinforced concrete contractor in his 
own: right and has done pioneering work 
in prestressed concrete. 

The Otto Maier Verlag has produced 
several outstanding technical textbooks and 
this is one of them. The generous scale of 
production of these publications and the 
care bestowed on layout, illustration, type- 
setting and general presentation are quite 
exceptional. There are about 1,200 photo- 
graphs and drawings in this particular work. 
The text is, of course, very important and so 
are the tables, but the illustrations are such 
that the book would be a valuable reference 
work in the libraries of technical colleges 
and building trades schools even without an 
English translation. The Otto Maier pub- 
lications certainly deserve their international 
reputation, and the thought that the prepara- 
tions for these extensive undertakings were 
started in the hungry years of 1947 and 1948 
adds to the credit of this publishing firm. 

The book deals with all the work on and 
off the site that goes to produce a fine build- 
ing. This includes the main contractor’s 
trades, the building construction and detail- 
ing that goes with it, the draughtsmanship, 
then the preparation and layout of the site, 
building machinery, setting out, foundation 
work, structural theory, concrete work, re- 
inforced work, including very exhaustive 
details on steel bending and shuttering, the 
technique of building with natural stone 
both structurally and with thin facings, brick- 
work, carpenter’s work, scaffolding, framed 
construction in steel and concrete, roofs and 
stairs, renderings and other finishes, sub-con- 
tractor’s work such as plumber’s and elec- 
trician’s is not included. There is, however, 
a section of costing and quantities and a final 
appendix on the history of building. 

From the drawings and the choice of the 
protographs it is clear that the authors have 
never lost sight of the element of design in 
their work. Technical detail, to them, is a 
means of mastering the art of fine building. 
In that respect their advice is superior to 
many English standard works of building 
construction—quite apart from the fact that 
these books are more restricted in scope than 
the German work. 

The book would not lend itself to a trans- 
lation into English without a great deal of 
supplementary information and changes in 
drawings and text because the emphasis 
differs in many instances and the techniques 
are somewhat different; but with some 
imaginative editing and an investment in 
draughtmanship and money it seems that 
there are the rudiments of an international 
Builder’s Handbook to be found in this 
volume. GERHARD ROSENBERG. 


BSATA 1955 CONVENTION 


The 1955 convention of the Ballast, Sand 
and Allied Trades Association, 48, Park- 
street, W1, will be held at Blackpool from 
May 8 to 12 
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_ CLEAR THE SITE WITH AN | 


Onions Scraper 














CHOOSE FROM 3 SIZES. Benefit from the 
combination of lightness and strength and outstanding 
working efficiency that only an Onions Scraper can 
give you. Britain’s most famous range of Scrapers 
includes 3 sizes available for building and small-scale 
land clearing-— capacities are 3 cu. yds., 4 cu. yds. 
and 6 cu. yds. 





These features put Onions Scrapers ahead of their field :— 
@ Lightweight combined with tough construction. 


@ Ample tyre equipment, including extra large rear 
tyres for maximum flotation. 


@ Stability — the rear wheels are set to almost the 
full width of the cutting edge. ’ 


@ Light to operate — central thrust tail gate and 
high lift apron for easy dumping. — 


@ Balanced draw bar for quick attachment to tractor. 


@ Low pressure greasing on all wheels preventing 
over-greasing and excessive wear on oil seals. 


@ Safety lock on apron when wide open for 
maintenance. 





POWER CONTROL UNITS 





Model D4 for use with Model LN for use with 
Tractors up to 50 h.p. Tractors from 50 to 100h.p. 





Both models have a range of interchangeable necks and 
shafts for attachment to all the principal makes of tractors. 


These design features ensure efficient and reliable operation. 


© Compactness and accessibility for adjustment and main- 
tenance. 


@ High efficiency worm reduction gear running in oil bath. 


@ Large friction surfaces for clutches and brakes. 








Send for complete information from World Distributors for Onions Scrapers, Rippers and Power Control Units. 


JACK OLDING & CO. LTD - HATFIELD - HERTFORDSHIRE - ENGLAND - “)'5°° 


SCOTLAND: JACK OLDING and CO. (SCOTLAND) 





LTD + COUPAR ANGUS + PERTHSHIRE 





when it’s craftsman-laid by Neuchatel. 





CAN WE ADVISE YOU 
ON NACOFELT ROOFING? 


Chosen for roofing many famous 
Public Buildings, including The 
Royal Festival Hall (flat roofing 
and promenades). 





58, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.I. 


And at BELFAST * BIRMINGHAM ° 
LEEDS ° MANCHESTER e NEWCASTLE 
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NACOFELT roofing is 
EXTRA —, ..» because it's 


NACOFELT Built-up BITUMINOUS ROOFING, as laid by 
Neuchatel experts, ensures complete adhesion between the successive 
layers and an unbroken surface over every contour and every 
inch of the roof. Quickly laid to British Standard or other 
approved specification, with the usual finishes or ‘traffic’ 
surface, NACOFELT means more than just good materials 














SPECIALISTS FOR 80 YEARS 
IN ASPHALTE 


for Tanking, Roofing, Flooring.and Roads. 
Also Approved Laying Contractors for ACCOTILE 
Thermoplastic Flooring. 











NEUCHATEL THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE COMPANY LTD. 


Telephone No. of Contracting Departments, RENown 1321 


CARDIFF ° EDINBURGH ° +: FROME . GLASGOW 


OFFHAM (KENT) ° PLYMOUTH ? PORTSMOUTH 
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-HOKON sHetves 


ARE SO VERSATILE 


With Hokon Equipment you can erect 
shelves anywhere that can be instantly 
attached, removed or adjusted to height and 
angle. Here are just a few of the uses for 
Hokon Adjustable Fittings :— 
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Famous Cantilever 
Bracket for KITCHENS, STORAGECUPBOARDS 
AND MANY LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 
PURPOSES. 












Standard Adjustable 

Bracket for COUNTER AND DISPLAY CASES, 
COCKTAIL BARS, BATHROOMS, 
BOOKCASES. 








Available in a Chrome-like finish unaffected by 
Ministry of Supply Order, 1951. 


QUICK DELIVERY 





Send for descriptive folder and price list,writeto Dept. B.R. 


CHURCH & CO. (Fittings) LTD. 


16, THE ORACLE, MINSTER STREET, READING 
Agent for NORTHERN SCOTLAND: G.T.A.WINRAM, 121, Crown Street, ABERDEEN, —Tel.: 23373 
GLASGOW: 77, QUEENS STREET, C.1. Tel.: Hal, 4429 
LEEDS: 17/19, BELGRAVE STREET. Tele: 2/3038 











The‘ALL WOOD’ 
HARDBOARD | 





BUY WISELY ~BUY RIGHT 
YOUR PROBLEMS SOLVED 
BY-FIBONITE 


Sole Selling Agents in the U.K. : 


Wm. Brandts (Wallply) Hd., 36 Fenchurch St., london, £€.3 
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AUBTW CONFERENCE 


Presidential Address 


]N his presidential address to the Amalga- 
mated Union of Building Trade Workers 
at their National Conference at Dunoon, 
Scotland, on July 12, Mr. HARRY WEAVER 
told delegates that the employers had not 
rejected their demand for a full guaranteed 
week and negotiations were still proceeding 
with the object of trying to eliminate this 
outstanding grievance, which left building 
operatives as the only section of workers 
in this country whose earnings fluctuated 
according to the uncertainties of the British 
climate. 

They had reasonable grounds for believing 
that the end of the grading system was in 

sight and that within a measurable distance 
of time wage rates in the industry would 
be on a level throughout the British Isles— 
with, of course, the exceptions of the London 
and Liverpool super rate. 

Almost unnoticed had been the remark- 
able improvement in the position of the 
building trade labourer. With the introduc- 
tion of an extensive scale of plus rates for 
men using the manifold variety of mechani- 
c2l tools and machines now in common use 
in the building and civil engineering indus- 
tries, many labourers were consistently 
receiving hourly rates above those of crafts- 
men. 

Referring to the employers’ apparent 
policy of neutralising normal negotiating 
machinery by forcing all wage claims to 
Government or semi-Government arbitration 
courts, he said that if such a policy had 
succeeded # would have completely under- 
mined the effectiveness of collective bagain- 
ing in industry in this country. It seemed 
a remarkable thing that certain sections of 
employers who were horrified at any pro- 
posal for nationalising the production side 
of industry appeared determined to virtually 
nationalise wage negotiations—for their part 
they were not prepared to accept one with- 
out the other. 


THE WAGES CAMPAIGN 


On the subject of the recent wages cam- 
paign, Mr. Weaver said the result had proved 
disappointing to many, but the total increase 
of 24d. per hour (1d. in accordance with the 
cost-of-living sliding scale, plus 14d. basic 
wage increase) represented a weekly increase 
of over 10s., which was as much as any other 
section of workers in this country was able 
to obtain in the same period—and more than 
most. 

The experience of recent wage negotia- 
tions appeared to demonstrate the fact that 
in modern times wage movements in the 
various industries were indivisible and no 
one industry could hope to improve wage 
standards to any great extent without regard 
to the position of others. 

He was of the opinion that the employers’ 
tendency towards automatic reference of 
wage claims to Arbitration Courts, and the 
position of wage movements in the building 
industry influencing the course of negotia- 
tions in other industries (manifest during the 
past two years) called for extraordinary con- 
sideration by the whole of the trade union 
movement if the machinery of independent 
collective bargaining was not to fall into 
disrepute and the unions were to retain the 
confidence of their members. 

His view was that this problem was one 
that should be tackled at the highest level 
and they were now in the kind of situation 
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which .the Trades Union Congress was 
designed to handle. The time seemed oppor- 
tune for the TUC to call a conference of 
all trade union executives with a view to 
hammering out a common policy for the 
immediate future. 

In a reference to the stone trade, Mr. 
Weaver said that by this time next year the 
resources of the stone trade would be fully 
extended to meet the stone contracts now 
being placed. An exception to this was in 
the monumental masonry section, where the 
development of lawn cemeteries and the 
growing preference for cremation were 
having a serious effect. It was impossible 
to stem the march of progress in these direc- 
tions. They had now suggested to the monu- 
mental employers that they should seek other 
classes of work, particularly having in mind 
the prospects in the building industry. 

Drawing attention to what he described 
as the unsatisfactory state of affairs regard- 
ing apprenticeship and training in the 
industry where nearly half of the lads who 
were engaged in learning a craft were not 
covered by proper apprenticeship indentures, 
he said: “ Unless the employers, as a whole, 
are prepared to face up to their responsi- 
bilities in this connection we shall have to 
seriously consider whether we can, with 
honesty, continue to persuade parents to 
encourage their lads to enter the building 
industry in the absence of any proper agree- 
ment covering their period of training.” 

Mr. Weaver went on to speak of the need 
for greater financial resources if the Union 
was to expand its activities and modernise 
its methods in order to meet the conditions 
of to-day, and to introduce a system of 
education and training that would ensure the 
Union was serviced by branch officers and 
officials who had the advantage of proper 
training in up-to-date methods of propa- 
ganda, administration and negotiation. 

“We often criticise the inefficient methods 
of employers,” he said, “but we arrange 
the election of officials of this Union with- 
out bothering to find out whether they can 
even read or write. Luckily for us we have 
been, in the main, fortunate in our choice 
of officials, But this has been a matter of 
luck rather than judgment. 

“Contributions must be increased. Whilst 
at all times I have defended democratic 
rights within the Union, on this issue it is 
not a case of democracy but a plain case 
of material cost. I am against putting this 
matter to a ballot vote. That would be 
deluding the members. For even if they 
voted against an increase in contributions 
the increase would still have to be imposed. 
This is not a matter of policy or principle, 
but an economic fact. This is inescapable. 
The services given by the Union have a 
price which must be paid and that is all 
there is to it. 


PIECEWORK 


“On the vexed questions of piecework 
and payment by results,” he said, “ we have 
given notice to the employers that we want 
deleted from the National Joint Council 
Memorandum on payment by results all 
references that would appear to give licence 
to labour-only sub-contractors, whether or 
not they can prove their bona fides. We are 
determined to free our hands so that we 
can fight these parasitic merchants with the 
only weapons they understand. 

“With regard to bonus systems, however, 
the Executive Council have, I think, judged 
rightly that they have come to stay, and 
we are evading our responsibilities as a union 
by not exercising effective control and dis- 
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cipline at all levels. We shall undoubtedly 
hear a lot more on this subject during the 
course of the forthcoming debates.” 

On the subject of the hydrogen bomb, Mr. 
Weaver asked if the TUC had no-contribu- 
tion to make to preventing the possibility of 
the destruction of all that the great trade 
union movement had helped to create during 
a century and a half of sacrifice and struggle. 


LCC 


Building at County Hall 


A PRELIMINARY approach has been 

made to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government for permission to pro- 
ceed with the completion of the building of 
the north block at County Hall on the site 
in York-road and Chicheley-street, and the 
reply indicates that the Ministry are likely 
to authorise the work subject to examination 
of detailed proposals. 

About 440 of the council’s central office 
staff are accommodated in outside offices in 
Westminster and St. Marylebone, most of 
them at the Old County Hall. 

The establishment committee have con- 
sidered two alternative schemes for the new 
building. The earlier scheme envisaged the 
completion of the block on the general lines 
originally approved in 1935, but a modified 
scheme which has the advantage of providing 
additional accommodation at less cost has 
been approved. The height of the new 
building is raised to the height of the ridge 
of the roof of the County Hall, thus provid- 
ing an additional storey. Other advantages. 
are greater flexibility in internal planning 
and more economical use of materials. 
Accommodation for about 760 staff will be 
provided on the basis of 100 sq. ft. for each 
person, and there will be additional garage 
accommodation of about 4,200 sq. ft., storage 
space of about 20,000 sq. ft. and accom- 
modation for staff cycles and motor-cycles 
in the basement, which will be connected by 
a corridor under Belvedere-road into the 
main building at its northern end. 

A tentative estimate of the cost of the 
scheme amounts to £773,200, 


St. Giles’ Circus Roundabout 


The construction of a traffic roundabout 
at St. Giles’ Circus is included in the second 
10-year period (1962-71) of the council’s road 
priority programme. The scheme is how- 
ever, strongly recommended for priority in 
the report of the London and Home Coun- 
ties traffic advisory committee to the Minister 
of Transport on “London Traffic Conges- 
tion.” The council’s town planning com- 
mittee consider that an instalment of this 
major improvement should be brought for- 
ward to the first ten-year period of the pro- 
gramme, and they propose the acquisition of 
interests in land on the south-east side of the 
intersection which would enable an interim 
improvement to be carried out (subject to 
the approval of the Minister of ‘Transport 
and Civil Aviation) that would be of -immedi- 
ate value in relieving traffic conditions. . The 
total cost of the interim improvement is esti- 
mated to be £450,000. 


Salary Change 

Having regard to the comparability of ‘the 
responsibilities of the senior planning officer 
in the council’s architect’s department with 
those of the housing architect and the schools 
architect, it is proposed to bring their salary 
scales into line by increasing that of the 
senior planning officer from £1,650-£1,950- 
£1,900-£2,100 a year. . 


ee 
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FIRE AT READING 
MATERNITY HOME 


Revision of By-laws 
Recommended 


JN the House of Commons on July 8, Mr. 
F. M. Bennett asked the Minister of 
Health whether he was yet in a position to 
publish the result of his inquiry into the 
recent Delwood Maternity Home fire in 
Reading, as a result of which 13 out of 15 
babies died. 

Mr. MaAc.eop said he had given most 
careful consideration to the report of the 
Regional Hospital Board Committee of 
inquiry into the fire and he was satisfied 
that it had covered very thoroughly all 
aspects of this most tragic and unfortunate 
disaster. Looking back on tragic events of 
this nature it was always possible to have 
second thoughts, but he considered that the 
action taken by the hospital authorities both 
in the provision of the accommodation and 
in the matter of medical and nursing super- 
vision was reasonable and that there was 
no negligence or breach of duty on their 
part. The steps taken for the rescue and 
subsequent treatment of the babies were, in 
his view, in accord with the highest tradi- 
tions of the hospital service. His Depart- 
ment was preparing advice to hospital 
authorities on fire precautions generally and 
he would see that this took account of the 
lessons to be learned. He also understood 
that the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government was considering fossible 
strengthening of the relevant building by- 
laws. 


CAUSE OF FIRE 


The committee of inquiry state in their 
report, issued the same day, that they 
accept the conclusion reached by all the 
experts that the basic or primary cause of 
the fire was heat transmitted to some part 
of the woodwork of the nursery floor from 
the smoke pipe passing through the wall 
between the boiler house and the kitchen. 

In September last the domestic hot water 
boiler was transferred from the main 
kitchen to the adjoining coalhouse. This 
involved passing the smoke pipe from the 
boiler through the wall which divided the 
coalhouse from the kitchen, and carrying it 
across the kitchen into the same chimney 
flue as had been used when the boiler was 
in the kitchen. 

The report refers to authoritative state- 
ments made at the inquest that the installa- 
tion was in accordance with the by-laws of 
the borough and the standard codes of good 
practice. 

“We must take account of these state- 
ments,” the committee says, “ but we cannot 
feel satisfied to let the matter rest at that 
or to acquiesce in a conclusion that this fire 
was a totally unavoidable accident. If the 
regulations are such as to pass a form of 
construction which can lead to a fire of this 
kind, then clearly the regulations should be 
made more stringent. 

“ Accordingly, the point which we chiefly 
wish to emphasise is our strong recom- 
mendation for a review by the appropriate 
authorities of the by-laws and regulations 
affecting this type of construction so as to 
make these clearer, more stringent and more 
uniform throughout the country.” 

In a note on existing regulations, appended 
to the report, the committee contrast 
unfavourably the requirements of the new 
Model By-laws (these were adopted by 
Reading after the installation was completed 
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but, says the report, this does not affect the 
position as the previous relevant regulation 
was practically identical) with the relevant 
British Standard Code of Practice on Small 
Boiler Systems Using Solid Fuel, and the 
regulations of the London County Council. 

On the Standard Code the committee say 
it seems to them probable, though not abso- 
lutely certain, that if these provisions had 
been complied with this particular fire 
would not have occurred. There would, 
however, in any case still have been some 
danger of fire in the connection of the smoke 
pipe with the old brick flue in the kitchen. 

Turning to the regulations of the LCC, 
they find “that these are more specific than, 
though fairly similar to, the provisions of 
the Model By-laws with the important differ- 
ence that they contain one provision (10.05) 
which would have forbidden the passing of 
the smoke pipe through the internal wall 
into the kitchen and made it necessary to 
pass it through an external wall into a 
separate chimney flue. Our conclusion is 
that only by a combination of the LCC by- 
laws and the provisions of the Standard 
Code could the risk of the fire at Delwood 
have been altogether eliminated. 

“ Apart from this, our general conclusion 
is that it is profoundly unsatisfactory that 
the legally binding regulations should fall 
far short of what have been stated by an 
authoritative institution as standards of good 
practice.” 

The chairman of the committee of inquiry 
was Sir George Schuster, chairman of the 
Oxford Regional Hospital Board. 


FUEL RESEARCH, 1953 


Research on Air Pollution 


THE 1953 REPORT of the Fuel Research 
Board, together with the report of the Direc- 
tor of Fuel Research, has been published by 
the Stationery Office under the title of “‘ Fuel 
Research, 1953,” price 2s. 6d. The year 1953 
was marked by increased public attention 
to one of the effects of the inefficient use 
of fuel, namely, the production of smoke 
and other substances causing air pollution 
with resulting damage to health and pro- 
perty. This Report emphasises how closely 
much of the work of the Fuel Research 
organisation is linked to this aspect of fuel 
economy. Details are given of progress 
during the year, and the co-operative survey 
of pollution organised by the Fuel Research 
Station is reviewed. 

During the last few years local housing 
authorities have been advised to install, as 
the principal heating appliance in each house, 
domestic-heating appliances of types that 
have passed a series of efficiency tests. The 
methods of testing and the standards required 
have been revised in the light of experience 
and as the result of special investigations 
at the Fuel Research Station, and the new 
testing schedule came into operation on 
July 1, 1953. All domestic heating appli- 
ances now on the recommended list, as well 
as new appliances submitted, are to be 
tested in accordance with the new schedule. 
Considerable progress has been made in 
basic research on room-heating efficiency. 


GAS AND ELECTRIC APPLIANCES 

List No. 3 of tested and approved domestic 
gas appliances has been compiled by the 
Gas Council, 1, Grosvenor-place, SW1. List 
No. 2 of tested and approved domestic elec- 
trical appliances for local authority housing 
has also been compiled, by the British 
Electrical Development Association, 2, 
Savoy-hill, WC2. 
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LONGER LIFE FOR TIMBER 


When Treatment with Preservatives 
is Advised 


[From a Correspondent] 


(THE British Wood Preserving Associa- 

tion’s annual convention was held at 
Trinity College, Cambridge, from June 22 
to 25. This event continues from year to 
year to become more international and 
scientific in character. Included in the total 
number of 250 delegates attending were 21 
from overseas countries including Belgium, 
Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Holland, United States of America, South 
Africa, Uganda, Nigeria and the Gold Coast, 
and representatives of the following bodies: 
Admiralty, British Electricity Authority, 
British Museum, British Railways, British 
Standards Institution, Canadian High Com- 
missioner’s Office, Commonwealth Institute 
of Entomology, Forest Products Research 
Laboratory, Forestry Commission, Gas 
Council and Gas Boards, Gold Coast Office, 
Heston and Isleworth BC, London County 
Council, Ministries of Fuel and Power. 
Supply, Transport, Civil Aviation and 
Works, Departments of the University of 
Cambridge, Timber Development Associa- 
tion, Timber Trade Federation of the United 
Kingdom, War Office and the technical and 
trade Press. 

The president, Mr. STANLEY ROBINSON, in 
opening the convention, said that preserva- 
tives could increase the life of timber in 
service, thus making treated timber one of 
the more permanent construction materials 
and better able to compete with substitutes. 

He proceeded to say that the initial cost 
of treatment added very little to the total 
investment and, apart from the longer life 
obtained, maintenance costs were reduced. 
Preservative treatment made available for 
use certain species which had been considered 
inferior because they lacked durability and 
gave only a short period of service when 
exposed to decay or insect attack. 
_It.should be remembered that softwood 
timber was no longer coming from the 
natural forests where the trees were from 
200 to 600 years old and had narrow growth 
rings and a small proportion of sapwood. 
To-day much softwood came from artificial 
plantations where production was controlled 
to obtain a high yield in a short time. Trees 
under such conditions. reached marketable 
size in 90 to 120 years, but there was a high 
percentage of sapwood and wider growth 
rings. Sapwood was not resistant to decay 
and was liable to attack by insects, more so 
than heartwood. 

Whilst none would claim that all timber 
should be treated, there were certain con- 
ditions under which treatment was advisable. 
These conditions were: 


(a) When in contact with the ground 
and/or below damp-proof level in build- 
ings and structure. 

(b) When in contact with brickwork, 
concrete or masonry. 

(c) In a situation in which the 
equilibrium moisture content of the timber 
is likely to exceed 20 per cent. 

(d) When used in circumstances in 
which there is reasonable doubt of service 
conditions in regard to temperature, venti- 
lation and humidity. 

(e) In certain special areas where fungal 
and insect attack are known to be preva- 
lent and where there is any danger of 
attack by marine or other water-borne 
organisms. 
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economy, it will cut your working costs 
throughout its long life. 






© High traction, low ground pressure with six forward 
and two reverse gears give it faster earning power. 


© All main pivots on the dozer are fitted with 
heavy duty rubber bushes eliminating vibration and 
the need for greasing. 





COUNTY COMMERCIAL CARS 


Digging for 


More loads per hour and more profit per load— 
you get both with the Mark III County Crawler 
Hydraulic Braydozer, built as a balanced unit 

of tractor and dozer, it makes the greatest possible 
use of its power, weight and speed. Built for 


© Five track rollers with improved oil seals keep lubricant in, 
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dirt out, ensuring long life under the worst conditions. 


© Maintenance can be quickly and easily performed while the 
Fordson Dealer service backs you with on and off the job repairs,. 
including reconditioning of tracks—all at low fixed prices. 


COUNTY CRAWLER MARKIII 


FORDSON MAJOR WITH COUNTY 


(SALES) 





LIMITED 


FLEET 


FULL TRACKS 


HANTS 
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ACCIDENT PREVENTION 


Investigating Possible Causes 


IVE possible lines for research in 
carrying out an investigation into the 
cause of an accident were given by MR. 
W. Dawes, chairman of the London Build- 
ing and Engineering Contractors’ Accident 
Prevention Group, when he addressed the 
Birmingham and District Industrial Safety 
Group on June 22. These were, he said :— 
Management: i.e., the contractor, his resi- 
dent engineer and foreman, and the reason 
why, which could be classified under lack 
of proper supervision, protective clothing, 
or insufficient plant or congestion at site. 
This informed management of its moral 
rather than its legal responsibility for the 
accident, and was intended to set a safe 
example. 

The injured person: Due to negligence, 
lack of skill, disobedience, or omitting to 
use protective clothing provided. 

The fellow-employee (non-supervisory): 
Same as for the injured person. 

Unsafe acts of persons: Due to items like 
making safety devices inoperative, using 
unsafe equipment and plant or using it 
unsafely, taking unsafe posture or position, 
etc. 

Unsafe mechanical or physical conditions: 
Due to unguarded and inadequately guarded 
agencies; unsafe constructions, unsafe dress, 
defective conditions, etc. Mr. Dawes 
continued : 

Investigations and analysis into the causes 
of an accident are most interesting and prove 
a guide to the observations and faults in 
the organisation of a department and bring 
to light the weak points in the attention 
given to the subject by the staff and workers. 

The cause of the accident could therefore 
be one or any number of the items enumer- 
ated and action taken accordingly. From 
the result it is obvious that the cause can be 
controllable, whereas the injury, being really 
the result of an accident, is uncontrollable 
and produces the Severity Rate. The stan- 
dard yardstick by which a Safety Officer 
can measure his work and compare it with 
others is known as the Frequency Rate. This 
is expressed as the number of accidents 
which cause a man to be absent from his 
work more than one day after the day of 
the accident, per 100,000 hours worked. On 
the accident report two important questions 
have to be answered: (a) What actual steps 
could have been taken, and what do you 
suggest to prevent accidents of this type in 
future? (b) What steps have you already 
taken to prevent a recurrence? Those two 
items get to the base of accident prevention 
and provide an additional point in training 
the people at site. 


THE FOUNDATION OF SAFETY 


Let us now examine some of the essentials 
so necessary for improving accident preven- 
tion. As I am a firm believer that tidiness 
is the foundation of safety (and by tidiness 
is not meant “spit and polish,” but a reflec- 
tion of genuine efficiency), let us reflect that 
tidiness is a state of mind which is the first 
essential in practising tidiness on site. A 
tidy and neat site, office and stores are indi- 
cations of a well-organised contract. Some 
engineers or agents at the commencement 
of the contract plan how their material and 
plant should be arranged in convenient posi- 
tions without having to rearrange them; give 
great thought to runways and roads for 
unloading materials and consequently it is 
a pleasure to visit. Under these circum- 
stances accident prevention is generally at 
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a high level. On the other hand, to find 
everything higgledy-piggledy wherever one 
looks, timber lying about and nails sticking 
out, and obstructions generally, is a sure 
sign of a high frequency rate. Time and 
money spent at the commencement of a 
contract in giving thought to the future 
running of it must pay dividends eventually, 
and the management should take a special 
interest in this salient point so as to create 
a good impression on a client. 

The next essential is how to put accident 
prevention over to the men at site. It will 
be agreed that one of the greatest difficulties 
of contractors is the casual and foreign 
labour turnover each year, with their apa- 
thetic attitude towards anything unconven- 
tional. These men know that on completion 
of the contract, if not before, they will have 
to look out for another job. It will therefore 
follow that there is always the possibility 
in these circumstances of very little enthusi- 
asm for accident prevention, and in conse- 
quence it is difficult to persuade this class 
of labour to don protective clothing, which 
the contractor provides, unless it is a free 
issue of rubber boots or donkey jackets. 
Another difficulty is the employment of 
foreign workers who understand very little 
English, and even if the main points of the 
regulations were drafted in their own 
language it is very doubtful whether the 
majority would be able to read them. 

It is a necessary essential that contractors 
should cover themselves for accident risks 
with an insurance company and as a pro- 
tection against excessive costs awarded for 
an injury to an employee. Although, 
primarily, claims are paid by the insurance 
company, ultimately the industry pays. In 
some cases the present-day premiums have 
rocketed to the previous cost of compensa- 
tion claims. Every accident prevented is 
therefore a gain to industry. Some employers 
are still of the opinion that they insure for 
benefits to cover their men rather than their 
legal liability. 


Midland Builders Form 
Safety Group 


A Group of Midlands builders, meeting in 
Birmingham on July 7, decided to form their 
own section of the Birmingham and District 
Industrial Safety Group in an attempt to 
reduce the-present high accident rate in the 
industry. 

They were told by Mr. E. I. Witson, 
Deputy Superintending Inspector of Fac- 
tories for the area, that building sites pro- 
vided some of the most dangerous working 
conditions in industry, and that not enough 
care was taken by workers to ensure their 
own safety. 

The new section, it is intended, will pro- 
vide a means for exchanging ideas on the 
subject of accident prevention and assisting 


_members in the interpretation of the Building 


Regulations, “in both law and spirit.” 

Mr. E. H. Hupson, assistant secretary of 
the group, who presided, said that it might 
be difficult at first to persuade workers to 
observe safety rules, but the force of the 
example should prove effective. 

Mr. E. S. SAPCOTE, sponsor of the scheme, 
was elected the first chairman of the section. 


ARCHITECTS’ APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. E. E. Bannington, ARIBA, of Corby, 
has been appointed architect to Willenhall 
(Staffs) UBC in succession to Mr. R. T. 
Chappelle, ARIBA, who is taking up an ap- 
pointment with Huyton-with-Roby UDC. 
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SHEFFIELD EXHIBITION 
Developments in Building 


THE SHEFFIELD BuILDING Exhibition, 1954, 
was presented at the Department of Building, 
Salmon Pastures, during the week com- 
mencing June 21. It was sponsored by the 
Sheffield Building Trades Employers’ Asso- 
ciation and supported by the Ministry of 
Works and the Department of Building of 
the Sheffield College of Technology. 

The displays included models showing the 
proposed re-planning of the centres of 
Sheffield, Bradford and Leeds, as well as 
afforestation work. Featured in the 
Ministry of Works’ exhibits were photo- 
graphs and records showing the Ministry’s 
work in preserving ancient monuments. 
Separate displays were presented by trade 
firms showing developments in materials, 
plant and equipment. 

A series of competitions in the various 
crafts were organised, with teams from 
several technical colleges. At a prize distri- 
bution ceremony held on June 26, Mr. 
W. H. Forsdike, CBE, FIOB, chairman of 
the National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry, presided, and Sir Frederick Leggett, 
chairman of the Building Apprenticeship 
and Training Council, presented the prizes. 


“CONTEMPORARY DESIGN” 
CRITICISED 


Lord Mayor of Leicester's Views 


MIDLAND builders heard some caustic 
criticism of modern design when they were 
addressed by the Lord Mayor of Leicester, 
Ap. C. H. Harris, on July 9, when he was 
the guest speaker at the half-yearly meeting 
of the Midland Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. 

“I wonder what cities will look like a 
century from now when I look at some of 
the buildings now going up,” he said. “I 
believe that what is called ‘contemporary 
design’ is almost another way of saying 
lack of design.” 

Ald. Harris said he appreciated the fact 
that the building trade had been hemmed 
in by regulations and he thought that they 
were doing a magnificent job. 

Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, the National presi- 
dent, said that builders were still unused to 
freedom after the years they had spent “ in 
a strait-jacket of regulations,” but they were 
now ready to show just what they could 
do. 


ACCEPTANCE OF TENDERS 


Council Abide by Ministry’s Ruling 


A LETTER from the Federation of Master 
Builders objecting to Pickering Urban 
Council’s accepting tenders from Mr. G. L. 
Lazenby, of Pickering, for sanitary fittings 
and fireplaces was discussed at the Council 
meeting on July 5, when CouNCILLoR G. L. 
LAZENBY said it appeared to him to be a con- 
spiracy against the Council with a pistol held 
at their heads. He said he belonged to no 
federation or union but had been dealing 
with the commodities in question for some 
years. 

CounciLtor J. A. Dymock (chairman) 
said they must abide by the Ministry’s rul- 
ings and by their own standing orders accept 
the lowest tender, which they did in Mr. 
Lazenby’s case. 

COUNCILLOR B. ELLs said it must be 
understood that they would not tolerate any 
organisation dictating the policy of the 
Council. 









RECRUITMENT OF 
APPRENTICES 


““ FMB Should have Effective Voice 
in Framing Conditions ” 


TTHE Eastern Counties Region of the 
Federation of Master Builders, at their 
annual meeting held at Clacton, recently, 
unanimously passed a resolution urging that 
the Federation be given an “ effective voice ” 
in framing conditions to promote the 
recruitment of apprentices to the building 
industry. The resolution was as follows:— 
In the opinion of this meeting, the pre- 
sent failure to recruit sufficient apprentices 
into the building industry is due in no small 
measure to the fact that the Federation of 
Master Builders, representing, as it does, a 
considerable number of medium and smaller 
firms, is not allowed a voice in the formula- 
tion of the apprenticeship scheme, nor in the 
working of the same at any level. 

In view of the fact that the medium and 
smaller firms are able to give more intimate 
attention to their training, it is essential that 
these firms be encouraged to take appren- 
tices, and that they should, through their 
chosen organisation, be allowed to partici- 
pate in formulating and carrying out the 
conditions under which lads are indentured. 

It be suggested to National Council that 
representations be made in the appropriate 
quarters on this important matter and steps 
be taken to publicise the desire and willing- 
ness of the Federation to participate in any 
effort to promote the increase of recruits into 
the industry provided we are given an effec- 
tive voice in decisions taken and the execu- 
tion of the same. 


DIRECT LABOUR 
AT LINCOLN 


Builders Challenge Council’s Figures 


A CHALLENGE from the Lincoln branch 

of the Federation of Master Builders 
to Lincoln Corporation Housing Committee 
regarding the alleged loss of £2,000 on the 
contract for the 106 houses built by direct 
labour on the Ermine Estate, which was the 
subject of a debate at Lincoln City Council 
_Meeting on July 6, is contained in a letter 
from Mr. M. Dales, secretary of the branch, 
published in the Lincolnshire Echo last 
Friday. 

The builders suggest that if the figure of 
£107 loss on each house, quoted by Cllr. 
T. F. Taylor, is correct, the actual loss is 
£11,342, and not £2,000. The letter says: 

“On face value and in the mind of the 
public it would appear from the statements 
made at the council meeting that houses 
built by direct labour were considerably 
lower in price than those built by contractors. 

“We believe this to be quite untrue and 
that investigation would reveal that there 
had been a creditable effort by our members 
to reduce prices to fall more in line with 
those of direct labour. 

“We feel it is true to say that in the 
early post-war years direct labour operated 
without serious competition, and by the 
well-tried method of over-tendering, final 
costs show a ‘saving on paper,’ much to 
the satisfaction of all concerned. 

“With the appearance of competition by 
local contractors, however, this position 
quickly altered, and tender prices soon 
became more realistic and little was heard 
of savings. 
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“We invite the chairman of the housing 
committee (Cllr. C. A. Lillicrap) to compare 
and make public final costs of the last four 
contracts undertaken by private contractors 
and direct labour on the Hartsholme Estate, 
showing the resultant cost per house.” 

The letter concludes: “Finally we refer 
to the final costs of the contract for 106 
houses built by direct labour on the Ermine 
Estate. We understand there has been a 
loss of £2,000 on this contract; yet this 
figure does not compare with Cllr. Taylor’s 
comments that each house has cost £107 
more than estimated. Is this figure correct 
or has someone been misled? We would 
be grateful to the chairman if the following 
figures can be made public. 

“What proportion of the £107 per house 
represents—{i) increased costs of wages, (ii) 
increased costs of material, (iii) loss? ” 


CONCRETE PRACTICE 


Introduction of New Course 


Tue City and Guilds of London Institute 
has introduced an examination for the 
Certificate in Concrete Practice intended for 
supervisors and potential supervisors en- 
gaged in concreting operations. The examina- 
tion will consist of one written paper of 
three hours’ duration and an oral examina- 
tion of each candidate for about a quarter 
of an hour. The oral examination will re- 
late particularly to practical aspects of the 
work, 

It is proposed to hold at the East Ham 
Technical College a series of 24 weekly two- 
hour lectures to prepare candidates for the 
examination. Time will be allowed for dis- 
cussion, films and demonstrations. The 
lectures will include materials, proportion- 
ing, mixing, placing, testing and inspection, 
formwork, plant, prestressed concrete, pre- 
cast products. 

The lectures will be held on Wednesday 
evenings from 7 to 9 p.m.,. commencing 
October 6, 1954. Fee for the course is 21s. 6d. 
plus 1s. registration. 

In order to have some idea of the demand 
for the course, applicants are requested to 
write to the Head of the Department of 
Building, Arragon-road, E6, as soon as 
possible, stating name, address, age, experi- 
ence and employer. 


RICS 
EXAMINATION RESULTS 


THE results of the professional examina- 
tions for 1954 have been announced by the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors. 
Following is a list of the prize-winners :— 


Penfold Gold Medal, Crawter Prize, John 
Gilchrist Prize and Driver Prize—J. M. 
Todd, Glasgow, NW. Penfold Silver Medal 
and Special Prize—M. P. Starkey, Down- 
patrick, Co. Down. Galsworthy Prize.—C. 
Crawford, Pinner, Middlesex. 


Institution Prize—A. A. Abraham, Peck- 
ham, SE15. Wainwright Prize— C. F. 
May, Melksham, Wiltshire. Beadel Prize— 
D. J. F. Laycock, Birstwith, Nr. Harrogate. 


Mellersh Prize—D. L. Bowyer, Battle, 
Sussex. Quantities Prize—R. F. Jamieson, 
Bearsden, Glasgow. Constructive and Work- 
re Prize.—C, C. Brearley, Eltham, 


R. Irwin Barr Prize-—D. O. MacGowan, 
Edinburgh, 7. Hyman Marks Prize—M. 
Beaman, Harrow, Middlesex. Julian Rogers 
Prize. —P. J. Frizelle, Belfast. 
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BIRMINGHAM HOUSING 


Powers of Direct Labour 
Department 


A HOUSING programme for 1955 provid- 
ing for the erection of 3,334 dwellings, 


270 permanent shops, 50 temporary shops. 


and 500 garages at a total estimated cost of 
£8,011,488, was approved by Birmingham 
City Council on July 6. ALp. A. F. Brap- 
BEER, chairman of the House Building Com- 
mittee, predicted that the number of houses 
to be built would come down to 2,000 in 1956 
and 1,000 in 1957. ‘‘ Then we can write the 
word ‘ Finish,’” he said. 

He had emphasised that the remaining 
building land in the city consisted of difficult 
sites and added: “I estimate that on virgin 
land another 10,000 houses will see virtually 
the end of Corporation building.” There 
were 4,000 houses in the “pipeline” at the 
moment. After Ald. Bradbeer had presented 
thé committee’s report, CouN. G. P. ACHURCH 
urged that a special meeting of the council 
in committee should be held shortly after the 
summer vacation in order that members 
might be kept informed of the housing situa- 
tion and might have an opportunity of con- 
tributing to a solution of the problem. 

“TI believe,” he said, “that at present 
the committee is looking at the achievemeat 
rather than the need. In my view a solution 
of the problem may weli be found in the 
non-traditional type of bungalows.” 

ALD. SIR THEODORE PRITCHETT said he 
hoped that the new direct labour department 
was going to show a profit. He asked the 
chairman of the committee to present to the 
council from time to time separate accounts 
referring to building by direct labour. Reply- 
ing ALD. BRADBEER said: “I shall not con- 
tinue to stand on this rostrum and advocate 
the continuation of building by direct labour 
if it is going to be more costly than building: 
by private enterprise. That is a clear under- 
taking on my part. We have given to the 
manager of the department the same sort of 
powers given to a private contractor.” 

Having predicted the end of corporation 
building in 1957, he said: “ That will be the 
time when we shall have to be making up our 
minds about the problem—which I think 
has never before beset any city in any civilisa- 
tion at any time in the world’s history—of 
limiting both our geographical size and our 
population, It will involve an examination of 
factors over which we have no control. We 
have no control over the birth or death rate, 
the size of families, the introduction and 
extension or the decline and death of indus- 
tries. All these are factors beyond the 
control of any planning authority, bearing 
in mind that 80 per cent. of industry is 
under private enterprise.” 


New Appointment 


Mr. George Hindle was appointed genera? | 


manager to take charge of municipal house 
building by direct labour in Birmingham. 
Mr. Hindle has been building works man- 
ager to the Derby Corporation since 1949. 
He is 41, and takes up the appointment on 
October 4. 

The decision to establish a direct labour 
building department was made by the Bir- 
mingham City Council after prolonged poli- 
tical controversy in which the suggestion was. 
strongly opposed by Conservative members. 
The post of general manager was subse- 
quently advertised at a salary of £1,600 to 
£2,000 a year. 
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skylights, wall lights, 


panels and partitions 





UNDULITE is a translucent corrugated plastic sheeting 
— reinforced with fibreglass for extra strength. 
ip our ee It is rigid and durable enough to stand up to the severest 
think weather, and completely shatterproof. 

UNDULITE is made in standard sized sheets to nest 
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cut, sawn, drilled, clipped or even nailed with ordinary 
yee tools to suit individual requirements. 
indus- Wherever there is a need for simple, inexpensive day- 
saring cares ‘ 
ry is - and office buildings, there is a place for UNDULITE. 
| Write for a copy of our illustrated folder for details of 
sizes, prices, colours and uses. 
made by Ashd owns 
ASHDOWNS LIMITED, ECCLESTON WORKS, ST HELENS, LANCS. TELEPHONE: ST. HELENS 3206 
Ashdowns Limited is a subsidiary of P‘lkington Brothers Limited 
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so 


The Greeks had no 
word for this .. _ 





A brainy Greek named Pythagoras 
evolved a theory which brought fame to 


school boys. The details escape us now 
but there was a long word “‘ hypotenuse ”’ 
and something about triangles, right 
angles and other angles. 


Talking about angles, did you know 
there is a very simple way of fixing scaf- 
folding tubes together at any angle? 
It’s the NO-BOLT Swivel Coupler, 
It makes a very secure coupling. 
What’s more it cuts erection costs by 
as much as 80% (saving you many 
sleepless nights). You don’t need a 
brain like Pyt hagoras 
to fix it either, just a 


FABRICATED single tap with a 


NO-BOLT 


SWIVEL COUPLER 
Type S.S. 


hammer to secure or 
release it. We don’t 
know what the Greeks 
would have called it. 
but we do know that 
it’s saving builders an 
awful lot of time, 
labour and money. 
Write for details. 


* 


No-Bolt swivel coupler is 
now also available with 


‘CAPTIVE WEDGE’ 


Generally used for brac- 
ing heavy scaffolding, 
it’s also very handy for 
connecting parallel tubes 
for temporary handrails 


BE 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LTD. 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. 
Tel. : Sandy 104 


on Stairs or stands. 








him and sleepless nights to generations of 
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THE NEW IDEA FOR 
VEHICLE CONTROL 


AS 





A new VEHICLE;CONTROL RECORD has been designed 
in conjunction with vehicle operators. It is more than just a 
record to control every vehicle in your fleet. You can see— 
quickly—every vehicle and every detail regarding mainten- 
ance, repairs, mileage. 


The visible edge identifies each vehicle at a glance with 
coloured signals showing if urgent attention is required, the 
date for next routine servicing or ‘part of the vehicle requiring 
attention. 


And the body of the record shows year of vehicle, H.P., engine 
and chassis number, unladen weight, when purchased, cost, 
value, capacity and every other detail. There is provision for 
month by month servicing, oil and petrol consumption, work 
done on valves, bearings, clutch, differential, brakes, steering, 
body, etc. : 


These records are housed in strong, compact binders (or they 
are available in small portable panel form). Any record can be 
inserted (or removed), retaining correct chronological or 
numerical order. 


In one book you can have the complete history of every 
vehicle in your fleet, thereby saving time in referring and 
ensuring that repairs and maintenance are carried out when 
they are needed. Many operators advise us that the overall 
saving in correct maintenance more than covers the low 
initial cost of this speedy system. 


Just jot “ Vehicle Record” on your letter heading for full 
details by return. 


STORES. If you keep spares in stock there is a special 
Stock Record which can be used in conjunction with the 
Vehicle Control Record. Add this if you are interested. 





VISIBLY BETTER RECORDS 


The Shannon Ltd. 
82 Shannon Corner 
New Malden, Surrey 
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‘CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





hee information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants, 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
poneane of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
t. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast ea nas as Waa des ‘ais r yd. 

Pit Sand a ea ed a ons ade ati 

Washed Sand . res 

Zin. Shingle... 

; in. Broken Brick 

an — = mas aaa 
ae or Coarse ‘oamed Slag “Aggregate Pas «»  perton 3 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


— a et et 


COCOWH we 
© AW O 00 C0 me & 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Cliaring Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site a ‘ae 
1 to 6 tons, site adi ‘ 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site an *s 
| to 6 ton do. site . *s 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots a = 618 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to — 9d. hai ton. 


UA UAL 
Lm.) 
DN Ad 


White Portland Cement ee a 1217 0 
nite 1 ton per cwt. 15 4 
7 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
a upwards perton 6 9 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up a 1409 
Stourbridge Fireclay, vis —_ at Railway Depot, 
London eee oes an é€.3-4 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... wae eee ase -. perl1,000 11 O 
Second Hard Stocks ... ee 2% as add n 4 6 
Mild Stocks... od 8 13 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
2: in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. ©. 
District Commons ... of i 513 0 
Cellular Cie acs ane aoe nt “ae oa 513 0 
Keyed do. ... “ re ose os pel $15 6 
Rustics aed —e aa ve aaa pee Pw 618 0 
Cellular Rustics ... wee ned aan a8 a 618 0 
Single Bullnose do. oe ane aaa aa a 613 0 
Sandfaced . Fs ibe 7 i. G 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) — at ma 24 14 6 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) was oss # 25 8 6 
ue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . ua ata me FG 
i dhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) ae aaa a 10 3 0 
U ‘bridge Whites (London Sites) _.. se G $6 
2sin. Best areca Fire Bricks (London 
" Stations) ‘s 24 6 0 
3 in. do. “(London Stations) .. ” 29 < 
2; in. Machine - made Sandfaced "Red Facings 
(London Sites) ~ 13 12 0 
2: in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 
Sites) ” 13 17 0 
23 in. Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) ” 1470 
2; in. Hand- made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
‘(London Sites) Po 14470 
2} in. Surrey Clamp ‘Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) aaa a ‘a 13 6 O 





£ s.d 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) per 1,000 14 4 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, » Ivory, ‘Brown— 
Stretchers... ; = 64 0 0 
Headers Pe so te in 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4b i in. Flats oad tas 2 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... a en pon Pa 85 0 0 
Double Headers... sas as ada ai as 7710 0 
One side and twoends ... oa a Pe: oe 87 0 0 
Two sides and oneend .... aaa aa aie os 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints me 83 0 0 


Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 73% less 10% for Second quality 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow Cray PartiTion BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 

2 lorry loads. 
Zin, ase ans «. 140 yds. ‘at +. per yd. sup. 4 3 
ee ce ce es en reas ai 4 6 
PR 5 os) ‘enals, ~ ose, sap es a 5 0 
4 in. (6 cavity) .. 95 yds. vis ae pas 6 7 

Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
| oe .- 100 yds. ‘a aa iS a 
7) | ern, cae Shag “ 42 
| ee a aw ges a BBS wi 5 0 
4in. ae we SS yds. i a pS 6 2 
CRANHAM 

yr ide iad Por on ree ig - 6 5 
ree aa aie aaa ae ee ES © 7 1 
a > es aaa ee ead aa aaa ‘it ee 8 3 
aa oi aia =e Pa 10 2 
att in. Load bearing quality ea a a si ye ll 2 


FLoor BLOcKs 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ries 12 in. delivered in full 


lorry-loads ... per 1,000 31 10 0 
4 in. Ya il aa aaa ‘ie ee ae 34 13 O 
5 in. . ais a ot ren aaa i 39 7 0 
6 in. ae ‘aa ‘aa aa poe <a pe 46 16 0 
7 in. GQ. ace bag ae aaa sea ai me 54 1 0 
8 in. do. ; baa oan di 61 iS 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% +974% +1074% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10°% +673% +10°% +973% +10% +1074% % 
Tested Quality 4374%4674% +374%4974% +e, tion? 
BS.S. Tested do. | +4742+671%2 +474%+974% +4747, + 1074 


d 
3 in. Lae Drain wine as - in. ne per 1,000 10 8 ‘ 


4in. do. aa ore lad 13 14 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 

Monks Park.. . per ft. cube 6 10 


St. Aldheim Box Ground — - 7 10 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area aa pe 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. a 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine monies 
Southern Region oa ws ad ~ 7 7k 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
¥ in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to Sft. and not over 15 ft. 
superinarea. per ft. sup. 6 2 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 


~~ 
wn 


lescribed a 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, a canned and 
stooled cills ¥ .. perft.cube 3 4 3 
12in. X 6in. do. “do. er ‘ 260 
12 in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated “ rs 115 4 
12in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping im 274 
14in. X 6in. do. do. ma a yo |e 
4} in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face « yea a 118 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 6 9 








112 
— “ae ner pn £> 66 ta ad 
emplates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in 6in. X 3 in. tie D 0 
thick, a “bir for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 3 5 9in. x 7in. me <a a! “as : <r 3 0 
a air one — for fair fa ey x 4h in., 12in. x Sin. os ae te 15 0 
Hard York— (nek 2 i'? | | | sce: See 
12 in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 8 2 10in. X Sin., 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in.; 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 13 in. X Sin, 14 in. X 5t in. 14 in. x 6 in., 10 0 
and front ..- per ft. cube 2 3°28 14in. X 8in., 15in. x Sin, 1Sin. x Gin. * 

12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . a 18 3 16 in. X 6in., 16 in. x 8 in., 18 in. x 6in., . 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 10 18 in. x 7 in., 18 in. X 8 in., 20 in. x 64 in 

2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes peryd.sup 2 13 10 20 in. x 7} in. ove ca ose ee 
TILES and PANTILES a ona average price at a es ae ® 3 : 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 af = ro ois oe See ge 
Machine-made Pantiles and French poten, Tiles from oss “> hs = pee London— 

Lincolnshire district .. oe ae ae 29 8 0 Com st Aye arse ~~ je ay nt oan ye ee 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... ‘ se 4710 0 Senmtnaene _— i es ia aa act Sao = : 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district oe 5617 6 Compound stanchi “< fe ii ig oe " 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district ... ay ka ae, In Reet Wo <—Tross d ra ini Se ; 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district . ee 235 0 yer 2 ae og and Purlins eee i a eee SO 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. a oe i Mild S cl SS ee 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ose aia 1 6 6 S RG i fa phecadg _— cent 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 . a ki 714 € — = in. diam., and tance “ 39 14 6 

do. — Interlocking (49S) = 18 9 6 pe ge ne ES ciacaaae 17 0 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. # in. do. an je “ os ee ni i 5 d 0 
SLATES SE, sega! |, Sea wee at . 170 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage : 

Mitp STEEL TUBES 
poO ee truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
24 x 12 ” 3-8-4 ber a gg W.L. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
: ni 

22 x 12 93 16 0 ClassB + 74°2 Light + 234% Malleable List — 393%+35% 

eg 8415 0 | | ClassC + 2346? Heavy + 303° 

20 x 10 a ° 

. 4 33 18 9 Chass B re 119 Light + 11% Malleable List — 393% 

1B x 9 41 5 6 ClassC + 3° Heavy + 184°2 

16x 8 

3410 6 C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
ans in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. wae — Stop 
\ utters ozzles Ends 
Softwood — Sin see ate ane oe BMD, 2/9 /10 
oinery quality : E Wh f 4 . eee eee eee eee eee net 
Es , eee 1 nk ae 
in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. F106 0 0 in as ais es va 5 
‘ened. ” 5 in. a as aaa < soo SPO 4/2 1/8. 
Mahogany—African S.E. ve do. per ft.cube 1 5 0 c. L 0.G. GUTTERS 
Honduras do. ee do. % 350 3 in. a xe ae: sis aco- ee! 3/8 /lL 
Oak’ European do... do. fe Lag 6 34 in. tee a 4/64 3/8 1/2 
do. Japanese do. do. ce 250 | 4in. a ~~ st 3/9 1/6 
do. English Logs sawn do. = 1 4 44 in. see eee eos eee coe 5/54 4/5 1/8 

Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. nah 300 5 in. eee se = «ce SPELL S/1 1/11 

Walnut African Logs sawn do. a + ie —— R AIN-WATER PIPES 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) Per yd. in 6- - mage Pipe Bends _ Branches 
Delivered London area. i 2 in. aes ee 3 AGS Ss /10 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 2} in. +e eee aes ove oe 6/9 3/9 6/8 

2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in é a each 112 0 3 in. eae as Pe one ee 4/9 7/3 

2 ft. 3in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ore a pea 9 113 0 34 in. on eee see eee oe 68/7 5/8 8/7 

Pe et re “i 114 0 | 4io. see aes vee ae O/ TLE 6/11 10/2 

2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ene aan ne ‘ 116 6 LCC. Co, S 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal : Oi ae Soe, Se 

2ft.6in. X6ft6in . ee , (eet a,. =<. = <n, oy He 
» in Pati 3m Gf. Gin Gis . nasi. = = = Oe eee s/s ore. 

be ee kan aed P : 2. ee ne eae a oes 

— 467 eg ome vib ai deal eg 34 in. ciceih ite Wass” Gece | Sena 8/11 12/5 

2f.9in. x6ft6in, 2. 8. o 23 6 ore a ge de 
UNDARIES ” Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
se meee ° _ only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
; clivered I ondon area ne ° ai ¢ tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 24 per cent. 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) . ve per yd. S58 — ~~ aon — 

izin do. (67 yds. to I ton) wd . 7 4 maa: 

2in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) i . 811k | 4in Ts? os Oa |CO6 

24 i in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) cai - 10 3 6 in. i a ae au Lek a 

3in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) ll 54 Pe tes — a oa 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
} in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 173 per cent. discount. 
} in Hardboard do. Beem deter anita eae = 23 6 2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 4in. 

in. _ do. ii . ee ceare Pipes 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 

in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets .-- per yd. sup 32 Shoes.. each = 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Roofing Felt, ply bd Po hi i 1 6 Single Branches... 4, 3/9 4/6 5/4 1/6 

do. 2-ply oe i aa jet ft oO Bends square or obtuse _,, 2/8 2/il 3/9 5/4 
Best S Scotch Glue, in slabs esse DOP CWE 5 00 Swan t eae ai in. e- a aft 7 4/3 S/1L 

pearl ... a am Me ai 0. in, Go. , 9 
Croid ‘Glue esp ooo ; 28 Ib. 3 ; ° smaves O.G. GUTTERS = oe ™ 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) _ wee awe pF ton 54 5 0 . i Si : 

do. 4in.and up (I-ton lots) s,s. 9 50 15 0. | Gutters 6-ft. lengths per . 3/7" 4 it a8 sin 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ose +. «per cwt. 216.3 Drop ends . “i “a 2/10 34 Hi ait 

do.” 4in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... . 16? ite. . « /10 /il hag ty 
METALS Steet Joists, Etc. Angles ase sie pe 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Basis Joists— Nozles  ... .. 4 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 

6in. x Sin., 8 in. X 5in., 8 in. x 6in., 10in. x 6 in. Union Clips oo 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 

_ x 6 in. —_ cut to ee delivered — ” pr Aspestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
ose as ese in. 4in. 4tin. Sin. 6 in. 
Extra sare fc 310 o | GuutersG:t lengths peryd. 2/6 © 2/lik 3/0k 3/7 5/- 

Sie, x Sin. ag 3 in, sin. - zi Dain ” hs FP ropends ... «co, CHE J /5 2/8 2/il 4/3 

4 in. x id in x ae ” 300 — ends ... eee »” /9 /10 /il 1/- 1/2 

ati lpia, in, Tin” BO | Romie St rey war ry 

Sin. X 3im., 22in. x 7in. ... eee tee * 20! 0 Union Clips ae te l/- Wh 1/2 1/4 7S 
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New Multi-Purpose Torch 
costs omy £3-1- 6 IT’S EXCLUSIVE TO “CALOR’ GAS! 





Always at your Service 


LOR-GAS 









Here is a revolutionary new Multi- 
purpose Blowtorch specially designed 
by the ‘Calor’ Gas Research Labora- 
tories to save you time and money. 
The new torch complete with specia} 
attachments for brazing, soldering and 
paint burning costs only £3.1.6. These 
are attached or removed by a simple 
knurled nut. There is a ladder hook 
attached to the paint burning extension 
for added convenience. Another feature 
of this unique torch is the trigger release 
—the first of its kind in Britain—which 
gives a substantial saving in gas con- 
sumption. Operating costs are kept 
very low. The model is available, both 
as acomplete set or single unit—on order 
from ‘Calor’ Gas dealers everywhere. 


For illustrated leaflet write to dept. 2.A.7. 


cy ENGLAND : 


Poland House, 161-167 Oxford Street, London, W.r 


SCOTLAND & NORTHERN IRELAND: 
46-48 St. Andrew’s Square, Glasgow, C.1. 














Ask for further details and new reduced prices from Sole Distributors for the U.K.: 


W. F. SCHLESINGER & CO. LTD., Capel House, 54 New Broad St., E.C.2 


MODERN ARCHITECTS SPECIFY 


HERAKLITH 


Manufactured by the Austro-American Magnesite Co., Radenthein, Austria 
THE ONLY. BUILDING AND INSULATION SLAB MADE WITH 


MAGNESITE CEMENT 


Tough and resilient. Not brittle @ Guaranteed rot and termite 
nor liable to crumble. proof. 
Of unlimited durability. |The @ Highly resistant to fire and 
Magnesite Cement preserves the intense heat. 
wood fibres indefinitely. @ High sound absorption and sound 
Excellent thermal insulation. insulation values. 

AND 


HERACOUSTIC TILES 


with straight or bevelled edges. 
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A large, 63- 


e 
ago, With a 


year-old hous Was fitted, four years 
Modern oj] furnace, thermostatically 
When oj] Tose in price a four-inch 
eglass was laid on the attic floor, 
0 Other insulation was installed, or alterations 
made to the house or thermostat Settings, 
in one year the oj] 
by 44%, clear s 
Would have Cost £54— more than double the 
Cost of the Fibreglass. And you can insulate 
a 3-bedroomed house, W 
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METALS—continued 
Per ton basis 

in London 
£¢: ¢. 
Iron—Staffordshire pcaene! Seahont Geate ie. con) Cae ee 
Mild Steel Bars : eae * 37 17 6 
Mild Steel Hoops ... oan ns aa os 2. G 


"Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


s. d 

Soft sheets C.R. and, whe A— 

20 gauge ... ‘ots aaa ve a £6286 

24 gauge ... Pee aa re re res ax “Sea -S 

26 gauge ... das acy. Sear Ss 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge ... ; aa cea 53 12 0 

24 gauge ... jak per aoe ts tan ae! “Glee 

26 gauge ... a> wad ane pS ey ae 
Gabeuaiand Flat sheets C.R. and C. um 

20 gauge ... eet Sea nme 54 12 0 

24 gauge ... a ene oF ree Sas as (Seeeee 

26 gauge ... ef ie date sh se ras 59 7 0 


PLumsers’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 


All per doz. tin. Zin. lin. I}in. Ihin. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks o—- 
head for iron - 73/6 109/3 
Toilet bib cocks for iron... °4/6 135/6 


Screwdown stop cocks foriron 63/- 91/3 179/6 308/9 441/— 778/- 

do. with two unions forlead 85/- 126/- 223/9 400/- 529/- 1178/- 
Double nut boiler screws... 15/9 22/- 40/- 41/- 56/9 80/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 65/— 148/- 226/9 413/9 586/- 
Plumbers’ union dean meee to 

iron ‘ ve 16/6 20/- 33/- 57/9 71/- 138/9 

” bin. lgin. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 

Caps and screws ne ... 28/6 34/9 50/6 78/9 yy 131 /3 
Brass sleeves ... tee és 26/3 26/3 47/3 63/-— 64/- 

1k x 6 1b. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 71b. 3 X 7)b. 
Lead P. trap with brass haan 


screws va «- 60/9 75/9 121/- 207/- 
Lead S. trap  ~we a! FE 91/- 149/- 267/9 
Solder s. & 

Plumbers’ aoe aad ae men aoe aaa _ Mm 2 3 

Tinmen’s ate eae a as nea <a ‘* 4 0 

Blow pipe . 4 1 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 2734. ‘per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 4 
din. xX 19 gauge «so | Eze Total per Ib. 404 
vin. X19 =, a Se ed ce 38% 
lI mes -% as Se ye a 37 
ltin. xX 18 ,, 8} ” » 3 
1} in. x 18 ” 8} ” ” 3 
2 mM TF 10} a 384 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price , a 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras ... perton 296 5 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. = upwards percwt. 616 0 


do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) f; 614 0 

do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) = ie 612 9 
Brass tubes basic _ ai om -— manufactur- 

ing extras ee ee perlb. 1 103 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


a ¢ 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and vision perton 133 10 0 
Lead Water Pipeincoils .. ae ‘“ 134 15 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. . dia. aaa ‘e 136 5 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. he oe ‘~ 138 5 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe ase pe 136 5 O 
Extras over Basis for quantities anced sh ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton ae .. per cwt. 2 9 
3cwt. do. LC er “ae es wed ie 40 
lcwt. do. Sewt.- ... hee pe 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and-lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £89 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on se perton 7 6 6 
do. White do. do. de 714 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. orf ‘a 79 0 
do. Fine do. do. Sse sa 717 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads__... ee dad pe. 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime ease aaa aan Pre ie > &2- 6 
Lump Lime do. aa x 2-@ 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads .. $a 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ... = 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads aed rae 4 2: & 3 
Hair are «. percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board 3 in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one banana Delivered site... per yd. a 3 
Goma Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 


12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery Delivered site oes = 2 6 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £s. 4@ 
Ceiling Distemper ... cal oe eae « Perot. 18 © 
Washable Distemper wd aaa aa Pt ‘- 512 0 
Gloss Paint ... --. per gal. 213 0 
Snowcem cement paint (in 3 cwt. drums) «« parcae 35 @ 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND Oms. 
Ground White Lead, | cwt. kegs percwt. 8 10 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 g a lots in 1 gal. tins per gal. 3 00 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg aaa percwt. 6 14 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg ~ zt @ 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. ... pas +. per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra cas +. per gal. lt 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ne ms a 12 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal) Drums extra Poe * 5 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. oe se 4 8 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... sai as 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) el Ase = 20 
Paste Powder (1 lb. asactaned <a ak «.. per lb. 1 6 
White Lining Paper ‘aa éee +» per piece 1 2 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside... oes «+. per gal. 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. shes de a ‘a 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside mp sed “i ‘< 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. pm ia <a ag 2-2& 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. axe re aa a 2 °@ 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... aan wh poe ig 210 0 
Front Door Varnish sae are es soa a 117 6 
Japan Gold Size... sad ““ ans poe fs 110 0 
Black Japan ve ma aa rye “ae a SS 
Brunswick Black... Sse “ea a aia <n 100 
Berlin Black aaa Ee “ee aa ae ani 3.3.6 
Terebene a aie ais isi <a 5-336 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) Me wa a a 200 
French and Brush Polish (do.)__... +40 aa ve 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 5¢ 
24 Oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” eee 7t 
26 oz. ” ” » ” ” ” eee 9t 
32 0z. 3, ” - es ‘ ee 1 0 
+ in. Rolled Piate... tea aa aes aoe ea 9. 
fein. and 3 in. Rough Cast ve 1 0 
+ in. sie Rolled and Cathedral, Standard Patterns : : . 
do. Standard Tints ... aos aaa pe << “a 1 4} 
do. Special Tints ‘ “a as ie aaa es aco 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating... ese aaa aa 1-1 
2 in. Wired Cast ... ws aaa ase ‘sia <a | ee 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast ee qee pe cea ees 1 23 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B. A ee ee lS por ies aad “ a°$ 
P.B.3 7% X 7} X 3fin. ... a aaa oe daa @*2 
P.B.32 7% X 72 -X 34 in. .. Ae nae 4 2 
a Corner viemee te ‘match up with— ‘ 
3 
PBS tig aaa ds ans doa can 6 > 
P.B.32 ine a“ aaa dia 6 9 
+ in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. “Quality— Per ft. supes 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. po poe Per cy 
by re ae 5 ft. sup. “ss wea 4 5 
pr Lap i a 45 ft. sup. see Jad a6 ~ 
aie as oa 100 ft. sup. poe a 5 6 
din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates eaniins 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one bitigd or 135 in. 
both ways $ 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto . ee oad can 35.3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto .. wa aa <4 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on ‘application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. super. 


Description of Glass quantity. s. 

18 oz. sheet O.Q. ade dea se 3000 4 

24 oz. 5, re ons aay ‘en we 2,000 52 

26 6 +6 a8 aw a oe 2,000 i 
32 0: = ce oe 2,000 9 

+ in. "Rolled Plate 1,000 

4in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White 1,000 Tk 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and potlyte ... a 1,000 1 
fin. and hi in. Rolled Plate or Rough oo +» 2,000 1 
¢in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... «. 2,000 1 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast bee eet -- 2,000 1 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM MAY 24, 1954. 








(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 





































































44d. f Plus 2d. per working day. 
.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in al! towns and 
Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout -~ country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 


other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 118 
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Town. oe KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
Aberavon ....... mpeusninnaeaee s > Shoreham ..... A 
Aberdare ....... “7 Grade Classification. A Al pod ay, 1 Shrewsbury M.B. ek 
Abergavenny oA Craftsmen ... ee. ae 3/9 3/84 /' 7: ittingbourne -A2 
a faboures <i 3b 38 3h 92 ee 
yor teeta ee ae Town Town. Grade Town. Grade. —_ U.D. A2 
Aldershot District .. By Bungay Felixstowe .......s0seseeererees Al Loxton A ieasevetelt C.B.. tA 
Alfreton U.D. A Filey U.D. A Luton Snettisham 
Ades 4 k ehAevececee “AL Burnley Fleetwood A Lyneham (Devon) eee eeeereee . “ 
ens sak pia — n-Trent Flint ........ A Macclesfield .......e01-sse0e02 A 4 
Amble ‘ “AL | BULY ceersrseeeees Folkestone A2 Maidenhead .... Al 
secret neg ae Bury St. Edmunds Frinton ... Al Maidstone ..... AL 
encase et i Bier uxton NE wesdcncavesene Al ORE ERE. A 
Andover ...... A2 Byfleet Gainsborough U.D. ee Maldon (Essex) . soul Spalding U.D. .... : 
Ardingly .... sot Calder Valley . Gateshead ............ soe Malvern U.D... Al SEHHORd “WER: sasensvsnsseeees A 
Arundel .... 2 bridge Gillingham (Kent).. Al Manchester .......seeeeseeeseee A SUBIIOR 55505000500 enc 
a A2 Cannock U.D. Glossop .......0644 — Manningtree ..... --Al | Stamford M.B. . re 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury Oe Sen Mansfield M.B. ...........0++ A Stantonwick — ......ccccccossees A 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A Cardiff A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of ae March .....+++e0ee08 +-A2 RIRVORRED:  <isescccresanncsgeees A 
Ashford (Kent)............... 2 or mammaety County of = a, see eeeeeeeeseeeres = Mee ie corcceh UD. a peer Db ecccccvcccveccccces A 
Ashford (Middlesex). = y MNUUEDD ss cacccesavs ckevestonepeett oole M.B..... oe Dv. WOGHAON TEED. ceccccceccncses A 
Ashington A Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 Gosport .......... con Maryport ......seseeeceeesssseees A Stockton-on-Tees ............ A 
Ashtead ¥ Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of $A3 Grantham M.B.. ay Matlock U.D. .. ee Stoke-on-Trent C.B. .........A 
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Aspatria and Brayton......A2 Castleford = Great Yarmouth ............4+. A Melton Constable .... Stourbridge M.B. eet 
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Aylesham ......... .A2 Chatham & District .........Al Guilsborough..... Al Middleton ...... ee, DIGHICE oc ccesss A 
=< A? Cheadle (Staffs) R.D..........A Guiseley ..... oA Middlewich ...... sees Sunningdale ..............0.+. 
jm sa mses oo Pena rt Halesowen M.B.. ry Milford Haven ansenniae ow | Soman enais Te 
a... 0'a2_ | Cheltenham .. A alifax oss... ah | A | Swaffham... 

ssscea, Rha eats ia ic occa i a” — ae A > yl 
Barnard Castie” _ re Chertsey .. woah Haresfield ... Al Mundesley ... A2 
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i ay eet ah Chesterfield M.B.. a Harpenden .. A Nelson . eer Swinton U. ae 
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me ore eal 23)... —— U.D. . — a oe gespascsnoseennosio Tenterden ....... 
IE Rat a ICTESTEE .nccccccccccccccccces arwic! siti aa ewcastle-on-Tyne Tewkesbu: eae 
rat d RD. (exc. Willou ~“ Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere ... hk? Newcastle-under-Lyme ......A Thames fowen 
— _ oy id A2 eh A ham Within and Harden Hastings A2 New Forest District Al Thetford 
on olds Ad2)...... z seeees - seeeeeere RIOTS wcccccccce ne 
Basingstoke ne papit . "AL HhUISH 2... .ccccccessesseceseee A2 Hatfield (Herts.) ... ae Newmarket ........ occdh Thorpe Bay "CN ata ig ry 
Bath ... scr Chorley A Haywards Heath ..... ..A2 Newport, Mon. ..... mae Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... 7 
- Batley A Clacton ....... Al Hemel Hempstead ............A Newport Pagnell . oso 5, North of, to Billericay A 
Baxterley , Al Cleethorpes .. A Henley-on-Thames a2 Newton Abbot ..........00+-Al 3 | eet ei emis 
Beaconsfield & Al Clevedon Al ERP vv cscccscesecesooace) A2 Northallerton Dist. Jonah gc SOR ae 9 
Beamis! ~ Cleveleys .. A Herefordshire, Cnty. of... tA2 Northampton C.B... sew Tonbridge .. Ae 
Bearl ...... A Clitheroe ..... A TIGRIS DAY, csvccccesisnsvcesseud A2 North Shields...... coeds Torquay ..... a 
Bearpark A Coalville U.D. oA Hertford ....... mee Norton Radstock . soul Totnes ..... - a 
Beccles “A2 Cobham (Surrey). A Hexham U.D. 5 ak NNOFWIGh | <.<..20...-0-- aye Trowbridge ....... A? 
Bedale R.D ee % Colchester A Heysham .......... er. Nottingham C.B. aseahe Tunbridge Wells . ears 
Bedford .... pear Colne  ........ 1A High Wycombe .. cad Nuneaton M.B.... ae? Tynemouth C.B. .......000000-. hi 
Bedlington pao Colwyn Bay . Al Highworth ........ -A2 Oakham U.D... A2 Uppingham (Salop) Al 
eae A | Congleton .... z Hinckley U.D. A Oldham cee ||P Miteeaeten Wey <sssecsisccces A2 
Beeston & Stapleford UD. A — seeeee ee ol . Ongar pany © Wekeheld Paya uh m4 
panera mA | Gorwall, County" of... Horley. . A2 | Ossett and fiorbury “w/a | Wallsend B. -. “a 
Berkhamsted ih —— - sreuncocorssehee A —— - MIRA cca cociseeceetvane anes Wena C.B. — 
ranbrook .... .A2 | Horwich ..... : alsden ......00000 ¥ 
seme District ; — Cranleigh . -A2 Huddersed A Onted  ereene cower Walton-on-Naze . soll 
“0 es Crawley (Sussex) 7a eo am ee Paignton ..... Al REO nies soo ccsaisacnenss A 
Beverley  .......000. Ee Peterb: 
Bexhill-on-Sea “A2 Crewe A ol ee A2 eter! ne Warminster A2 
Biggleswade .... .A2 Por toe “ Huntingdon (Staffs) aS 3 Leer 74 pe -_ 
iileri ‘ ” arwic. 
Billings. mA | Cackfield .... “A2 | Ingatestone at | Blymouth, “.. “cA | Wellington U.D. = 
Billingham U.D... ae Dalton-in-Furness . oe Ipswich ....... my Ponteauld District. ae Wells (Norfolk) A2 
Bilsthorpe_..... A Darlington District . oct Isle of Sheppey pe 3 Wortishead ...........< ik Cit WA 
Birchington AZ PORIWED: oceceisessees oa Isle of Thanet... eT: DavlsndStonwards: nA A 
Birkenhead ....... oe ene .A2 | Isle of Wight ... | ae ie West Bromwich CB. - 
ag ag we ae eo an Jarrow M.B. . re Port Talbot . A Westclifron-Sea oan eee A 
Bishop’s Stortford ............A a “A2 Keighley ..... rr Preston A Westerham .......... veel 
Bispham ..........0+. me Devon County of .. “} ‘A2 Ue | ee eA Pudsey .. A Weston-super-Mare . Al 
Blackburn one Dewsbury 5 fees Kenilworth U.D. eee Pulborough.........seeesereeee A2 Weybridge ........... WA 
Blackpool ..... a Pek hn A2 Kettering M.B. scale Radnorshire, County of tA2 Weymouth .. eS 
Blackwell R.D. snc Fee etek “A2 Keynsham ............ a FRMEERUD osc05scenssesescennce A2 WPI EED)s fos sncscenssicenes Al 
Blaydon U.D... er Doncaster’ CB. ik Kidderminster M.B. ee Rayleigh .... we A Whitstable and District ...A2 
Blidworth ... ey Dorking eee King’s Lynn ........ ah Reading .... wh —* Saacaeabaeenecstuacsees A 
Blyth... ae Dorset County of (except- Kingskerswell Al Reucar B.  ...... A Widnes ... <n 
Bognor R: 2 ing F Kingsteignton Al Redditch U.D.. ........ a PIE Tater ss cedpevoccenctt arse A 
4 . ing Poole, Swanage and ; 
Boldon U.D. A Wimborne ) A2 SS ae we Redhill and Reigate “ A Wigton ........ --A2 
Bolsover U.D. A Dover ....... ‘A2 — U.D. “ae ae on — 
Bolton ...... A Dovercourt .. ary TOWLE ceccccccccecceces om i ee “ss 
Bourne End . Al Driffield U.D. ... Al Lancaster . A Wilts. County of .. A2 
Bournemouth Dis’ a Droitwich M.B. Al Leamington M. B A Winchester o......66+ aco 
Bracknell -A2 Dudley M.B. . aes Leatherhead A Windermere .......... .-A3 
Bradford * A Dunstable_ ..... A d } ramet en ‘Eton . oe \ 
Bradford-on-Avon Durham City .. myx ae me Withan ay 
eee” Gaaaiy CE kAn | BRO cv.-- AL Lathan e.” “ Woking (District) ........Al 
Brent Knoll ie A2 eS SS ee Ve (one “A2 Wokingham .............ecs00 A2 
ARM RNOEI o5coxccnescvecseosd: A East Grinstead District.. 7 Lewd mn ae Wolverametn Cl B. esac 
Bridlington ........ ak Eastwood (Notts.) U.D....... A |. Lincoin C.B. .... sak Woodbridge .... - A2 
Brierfield ... “A | Ebbw Vale & District......... A | Littlehampton wA2 Worcester C.B A 
Brighouse .. ae ° Liverpool ....... ae Workington. A 
Brighton .. A Llandudno ... A Worksop M.B. A 
Bristol ...... oA Se Wo seers A2 
Bosse “A2 London | a on “A 
romegrove a ee Ree ghton .. 
NNER sencasicosesescenncososeses 7 Loughborough bea B. O55) Wylam ......... A 
Broughton (Cheshire) ......A AMEE. = ccccencices ie A | Wymondham... A2 
A ioeaaell erapeecnevectaneixtre A Shoeburyness .............00+00 A EO raqacacccthsscccsenvceesss0e A 


“a ~oenor Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d.; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 38. 10d.; 
¢ This is the County rate ‘and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
. per day Tool Allowances. 
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B.B.C. TELEVISION CENTRE 
WHITE CITY, WOOD LANE 


LONDON, W.12 


ILLUSTRATED IN THIS ISSUE 


Architect: Graham Dawbarn, C.B.E., M.A, 

F.R.IB.A. (Norman & Dawbarn) with M. T. 

Tudesbery, C.B.E., F.C.G.I., MI.CE., Consulting 
Civil Engineer to the B.B.C. 


STEEL WINDOWS AND DOORS BY 


C.E.WELSTEAD 


St. Andrews Works. 


TANFIELD ROAD 


CROYDON 


Makers of STEEL & BRONZE CASEMENTS, SUPERIOR STANDARDS, 
“ALL CLEAR” SLIDING & SOUNDPROOF WINDOWS, LANTERN LIGHTS, 
DOMES, ORNAMENTAL IRONWORK, STAINED & LEADED GLAZING 
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FOR NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
IN METAL WINDOW DESIGN 
| CONSULT 


HOPES 


pioneers since 1818 with the cup pivot, lok’d bar joint, 
cam opener, 2-point handle and friction hinge 


For the | Tropics 
HOPE’S LOUVRED WINDOW 


Hollow steel louvres, lined with insulating material, 


combat solar heat while admitting 100% ventilation. 
Pivoted and coupled for simultaneous operation to any degree of opening. 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD 


Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners St., London, W.1 


MEMBER OF METAL WINDOW * MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


ENGINEER’S APPOINTMENT 


Mr. D. Laws, chief assistant in the 
Borough Engineer’s Department of Sunder- 
land, has been appointed Deputy Borough 
Engineer of the town. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


Copies of the Bulletin of Special Courses 
in Higher Technology (Part 1, autumn term, 
1954) can now be obtained, price 1s. 6d., 
from the Regional Advisory Council for 
Higher Technological Education, London 
and Home Counties, at Tavistock House 
South, Tavistock-square, WC1. 


HUMBER BRIDGE 


Over 60 representatives of 15 local authori- 
ties met at Hull on June 29 to discuss a 
scheme for a River Humber crossing. It was 
agreed that it should be a single-span bridge, 
forming part of the trunk road system, to be 
paid for entirely out of national funds. It 
was Stated that the cost might be more than 
£12m. A preliminary investigation is to be 
carried out, and a scheme shown to the 
Minister of Transport. 


BIRKENHEAD POLICE HOUSING 


Following complaints that the recruitment 
of police in Birkenhead was being retarded 
by insufficient housing accommodation for 
the men, Birkenhead Town Council is to con- 
sider a plan for building more houses for 
police purposes. The General Purposes 
Committee have already approved a five 
years’ programme to build 20 houses for 
police purposes every year. 


EMPLOYMENT FIGURES 


The numbers employed in the building and 
contracting industries at the end of May had 
risen by 10,000 to a figure of 1,426,000, ac- 
cording to statistics issued by the Ministry 
of Labour and National Service. The rise in 
the number of persons engaged -in civil em- 
ployment generally continued during May, 
and at the end of the month the total was 
22,427,000, the highest recorded in peace time. 


CORROSION OF STRUCTURAL STEEL’ 


A critical abstract of the first five sets 
of “ Specifications for Cleaning and Paint- 
ing Steel Structures,” issued by the Steel 
Structures Painting Council of Pittsburg, 
USA, is available free of charge from the 
British Iron and Steel Research Association, 
Corrosion Section, 140, Battersea Park-road, 
SW11. The abstract was originally pre- 
pared by Dr. J. C. Hudson, Head of the 
BISRA Corrosion Section, for the Corrosion 
and Electrodeposition Committee of the 
Inter-service Metallurgical Research Council. 


ASSOCIATION’S NEW OFFICES 


Over 90 members of the Nottingham and 
District Association of Building Trades Em- 
ployers were welcomed by the president, Mr. 
Frank Webb, to the opening of the Associa- 
tion’s new Offices at No. 26, Regent-street, 
Nottingham. Among those present were 
Alderman W. Crane, chairman of the Not- 
tingham City Housing Committee for over 
30 years; Mr. J. B. Garner, MC, the Midland 
Regional president, and also the presidents of 
the Mansfield,- Lincoln, Newark and Work- 
sop and Retford Associations, which had 
contributed towards the furnishings. Alder- 
man Crane, in opening the offices, stated 
that he felt that the Association now 
Possessed perfect accommodation. 
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THE LATE MR. H. S. WEBSTER 


The death has occurred of Mr. Harold S. 
Webster, midlands representative, Haywards, 
Ltd. He passed away peacefully on June 29 
in his office at Birmingham. Mr. Webster 
joined the company 39 years ago. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 


The 1954 summer journal of the Associa- 
tion of Rural District Council Surveyors 
marks the diamond jubilee of rural district 
councils. Included in its contents is an article 
by Mr. A. Hutchings, Engineer and Surveyor 
to Cuckfield RDC, entitled “* Economics of 
Sewerage and Sewage Disposal in Rural 
Districts.” The journal is published for the 
association by the Municipal Journal, Ltd., 
3, Clements Inn, WC2, price 2s. 


SOUTHAMPTON RALLY 


The annual rally of the Southern Counties 
Council of Builders’ Foremen and,Clerks of 
Works was held at Southampton on June 26. 
Some 160 members and their wives from 
seven associations attended, and were escorted 
round the docks, visiting the Ocean Ter- 
minal building. In the evening a dinner was 
held at the Queen’s Restaurant, the princi- 
pal guests including the Mayor and Mayoress 
of Southampton, and Mr. L. Berger, ARIBA, 
Borough Architect. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


Among those British Standards recently 
issued are: BS 1129, “Timber Ladders, 
Steps and Trestles,” price 5s.;5 BS 2484, 
“Cable covers, concrete and earthenware,” 
price 2s. 6d.; BS 1248, “ Wallpapers,” 
price 4s.; BS 2482, “Timber Scaffold 
Boards,” price 2s. 6d.; BS 913, “ Pressure 
Creosoting of Timber,” price 2s. 6d. and 
BS 144, “Coal Tar Creosote for the Pre- 
servation of Timber,” price 3s. Copies 
available from the British Standards Institu- 
tion, Sales Branch, 2, Park-street, W1. 


1955 IDEAL HOME DECOR 


The design of the Grand Hall at Olympia 
for the 1955 “ Daily Mail ” Ideal Home Ex- 
hibition has been chosen from a number of 
themes submitted by artists. The designer 
is Mr. Malcolm John Haylett, of St. Ives, 
Cornwall, who was invited to submit a design 
as a result of a visit to St. Ives. by the 
organiser of the exhibition, who had been 
impressed by the decoration and furniture in- 
side a café that had been designed by the 
artist. Mr. Haylett is only 30 years of age. 
He was born in Canada but came back with 
his parents to this country when still a child. 
From school he went to Southend School of 
Art, then left to work in the studios of other 
artists. 


SUPERANNUATION RULES 


Copies of the Local Government Super- 
annuation (Surrender of Superannuation 
Allowance) Rules, 1954, made by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government under 
section 16 of the Local Government Super- 
annuation Act, 1953, can now be obtained 
from the stationery office. Two main 
changes are made by section 16 of the Act 
of 1953: (i) a contributory employee, who 
would be able to retire with an annual allow- 
ance, may now surrender part of it without 
the need to retire; and (ii) a surrender may 
be made in favour of a dependant as well as 
a spouse. (Whether a proposed beneficiary 
is a dependant will be a question of fact in 
any particular case.) Accordingly the new 
rules, which are on similar lines‘to the old 
ones, provide separately for surrender in two 
sets of circumstances, one at time of retire- 
ment and the other in advance of retirement. 
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WATER UNDERTAKING 


A paper is to be presented by Mr. Norman 
C. Goldsmith, MBE, MIMunE, Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor, Bury St. Edmunds, 
at a sessional meeting to-day of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute in the Town Hall, Bury 
St. Edmunds. Its subject will be “ Re- 
modelling a Market Town’s Water Under- 
taking—Bury St. Edmunds.” 


HONG KONG DEVELOPMENT 


The Annual Departmental Reports for 
1952-53 issued by the Commissioner of 
Rating and Valuation, Hong Kong, include 
reports on the building development in that 
region together with the costs of new build- 
ing work. Copies are available from the 
Colonial Office, Sanctuary Buildings, 
Gt. Smith-street, SW1. 


CONCRETE REVIEW 


The second issue of the “ Trussed Con- 
crete Review” has now been published. This 
particular issue is aimed to present some 
of the more general aspects of the shell-type 
of roofing most likely to be of current con- 
cern to the architect. Copies can be obtained 
from the Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd., 
Truscon House, 35-41, Lower Marsh, SE1. 


HULL’S LEVEL CROSSINGS 


Sketch plans or working drawings are not 
yet ready for the abolition of Hull’s many 
level crossings, but the first part of the 
scheme could be started in 1958, Hull Town 
Planning Committee have been told. About 
£1m. was mentioned as necessary for that 
part of the scheme which could be completed 
in two years. The scheme has. been 
approved by the City Council, and is 
included in a list submitted to the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government as one 
which could be started if restrictions eased. 


HULL UNIVERSITY’S APPEAL 


Hull University is appealing for £500,000 
to enable it to carry on with its building 
programme and expand in other directions. 
This year the University has been given 
authority to build to the value of £150,000 
and construction now in progress includes a 
new men’s hall at Cottingham. At the 
University itself, a second portion is needed 
to the chemistry block, with a new library 
and further lecture rooms; £50,000 has 
already been promised by some 16 business 
firms in Hull. 


RIBA GOLFING SOCIETY 


A match between the RIBAGS and 
the London Solicitors’ Golfing Society 
was played at the Berkshire Golf 
Club, Ascot, on June 19. The teams 
were eight a side. In the morning the 
architects won the singles by four matches 
to one with three halved, and in the afternoon 
excelled themselves by winning all the four- 
somes. At their annual summer week-end 
meeting held at Rye Golf Club, Sussex, on 
June 26 and 27, the Society was very hos- 
pitably received both at the Golf Club and 
Pelsham Guest House at Peasmarsh. The 
golf course was in excellent condition and 
scoring was difficult because of a testing wind. 
The Allensby Bowl was won on Saturday 
morning by R. G. Scott, playing off 2 handi- 
cap with a score of 34} points. The runner- 
up was Andrew-Jones with a score of 303 
off a handicap of 17. The afternoon four- 
somes competition was won by R. G. Scott 
and J. Emberton. ‘On Sunday, the Captain’s 
Prize was won by A. D. McGill, handicap 10, 
with a score of 333 points, and the President’s 
Prize was won by R. G. Scott with a score of 
323 points. . ‘ 
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TRADE NEWS 


FIRST AID EQUIPMENT 


A new catalogue and price list has been 
published by Cuxson, Gerrard and Co., Ltd., 
Fountain-lane, Oldbury, Birmingham, listing 
their industrial first aid equipment. The 
first section summarises and explains the re- 
gulations governing first aid requirements for 
trades and industries. 


AUTOMATIC BOILER 


A larger fuel capacity understood to give 
a top output of 20 gallons of hot water for 
24 hours is provided in the A 25 fully auto- 
matic boiler manufactured by Glow-Worm 
Boilers, Ltd., Milford, Derby. This boiler 
needs only two fuellings every 24 hours, and 
water temperature is controlled by a vari- 
able thermostat which, it is claimed, can 
reduce fuel consumption to 8 oz. per hour. 
The boiler will burn small coke, anthracite 
or similar smokeless fuel, and has its fire 
lining designed to prevent clinker formation. 
The enamel finish is available in cream, 
pastel blue, green or white. 


ALUMINIUM PAINT 


Two new leaflets about aluminium paint 
have been issued by the Northern Aluminium 
Co., Ltd., Banbury, Oxfordshire. One of 
them, entitled ‘‘ New Developments,” intro- 
duces two new grades of their paint pigment, 
Noral Alpaste, namely “ Standard Polished ” 
and ‘‘ Standard Naphtha,” and also lists the 
revised names recently given to the various 
grades, with notes on typical uses and a com- 
plete table of properties. Of the new grades, 
Standard Polished is an aluminium paste 
understood to be capable of producing a 
much brighter paint than the normal grade 
while having the same durability; and 
Standard Naphtha is for use with modern 
synthetic paint vehicles not based on 
white spirit solvents. The other folder, 
“What you want to know about Aluminium 
Paint,” is intended to tell the paint user about 
the nature and properties of paint made from 
Noral Alpaste. 


FREE-PISTON COMPRESSOR 


It has been announced that Mackay 
Industrial Equipment, Ltd., Faggs-road. 
Feltham, Middlesex, have been appointed 
sole distributors in England, Wales, 
Northern Ireland and Eire of the Pescara- 
Muantz free-piston portable air compressors 
produced by Alan Muntz and Co., Ltd., of 
Feltham. The P. 42 compressor is a free- 
piston compressor in one of its simplest 
forms, and the power unit comprises a 
single diesel cylinder in which two opposed 
diesel pistons work a two-stroke cycle. The 
rated output of the P. 42 is 105 cfm at a 
maximum operating pressure of 100 psi, and 
it is understood to be capable of driving 
two of the heaviest paving breakers or 
equivalent equipment, with a fuel consump- 
tion under normal working conditions of 
approximately seven pints per hr. The P. 42 
is offered mounted on a two-wheeled chassis 
with pneumatic tyres and over-run brakes, 
the chassis incorporating two large tubular 
air receivers. Among the users of the unit 
are Sir Robert McAlpine and Sons, Ltd., and 
British Railways. Mackay Industrial 
Equipment, Ltd., are now also distributors of 
the range of contractors’ pneumatic tools 
manufactured by Armstrong Whitworth and 
Co. (Pneumatic Tools), Ltd. A series of 
regional demonstrations of both the com- 
pressor and the Armstrong Whitworth tools 
will be held later this month. 
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NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER 


Eastwoods, Ltd., have found it necessary 
to enlarge their head office accommodation, 
and have acquired the adjacent building, 
152-156, City-road, which has been adapted 
and combined with their present premises at 
158-160, City-road.. Their new telephone 
number is Clerkenwell 2040. 


PERFORATED HARDBOARD 


With the installation of multiple drilling 
equipment at their Skinskatteberg Miéill, 
Aktiebolaget Statens Skogsindustrier of 
Stockholm—makers of “ Royal” board—are 
now undertaking delivery of perforated hard- 
board both for display purposes and facing 
acoustic panels. The U.K. agents for 
“ Royal” board, Spencer, Lock and Co., 
Ltd., 5, Laurence Pountney Hill, E.C.4, have 
announced that perforation may be per- 
formed on boards of 4 ft. width cut from a 
length of@18 ft., and can be applied to 
material of 4 in. and 3/16 in. thickness in 
standard and oil-tempered grades. 


SKIP 


For use where materials have to be moved 
in limited or open space is the “ Nipskip ” 
placed on the market recently by the Liner 
Concrete Machinery Co., Ltd., “ Liner” 
House, Abbey Orchard-street, Victoria- 
street, Westminster, SW1. Powered by a 
34 h.p. petrol engine, it has a capacity of 
84 cu. ft. water level 10 cwt. maximum load, 
and is understood to take the load of six 
wheelbarrows and to carry the driver as 
well. It has an interchangeable platform 
and skip, a turning radius of 6 ft. 6 in, 
and a variable speed of between 3 and 
$+ m.p.h. 














TERRAZZO TILING 


IN-SITU & PRE-CAST 


Specialists 
ALSO 


ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
FLOORS SUPPLIED AND 
LAID IN ANY PART OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 


OFFICES & WORKS: 
LONDON: VICTORIA 6176 Sales Office (2 lines) 
MOLESEY 6011 (3 lines) 
BIRMINGHAM : EDGBASTON 1178 (2 lines) 
BRIDGEND, GLAM.: BRID. 736 
READING : READING 81560 
MANCHESTER: DEANSGATE 5971 
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IMMERSION HEATERS 


A new basic range of automatic immer- 
sion heaters with 24 in. BSPT heads has 
been introduced by the General Electric 
Co., Ltd., Magnet House, Kingsway, WC2. 
Among the new wiring features of these 
heaters are an extremely short wire route 
inside the head, a plastic barrier which 
separates the phase and neutral wires and 





prevents the thermostat rotating within the 
ead, and a slot in the terminal cover which 
brings bare earth wires straight into the 
earth terminal. A head projection of only 
28 in. allows the heaters to be fitted in 
cramped airing,cupboards; and it is not neces- 
sary to disturb the wiring when removing 
the terminal cover. Thermostats can be 
fitted on site in the heaters, and for soft 
water districts circulator tubes can be fitted 
by means of three screws. The basic range 
of GEC immersion heaters is to be aug- 
mented by horizontal non-automatic heaters 
with 14 in. BSPT heads, available in loadings 
of 2 and 3 kW. 


TAP FITTINGS 


Among the newly designed fittings to be 
made available by Sanbra, Ltd., 16, Berkeley- 
street, W1, is a domestic pattern high-necked 
pillar cock with a round nose serrated for 
the easy attachment of standard size rubber 
hose, and sufficient clearance for kettle- 
filling. Another item is a sink mixer with 
divided flow, suitable for all districts whose 
regulations state that if the cold supply 
comes off the mains, the hot and cold waters 
should be kept separate until after the point 
of discharge. 


SCAFFOLDING CALCULATOR 


A pocket-sized plastic calculator for unit- 
frame scaffolding is being distributed to mem- 
bers of the industry by Kwikform, Ltd., 66, 
Victoria-street, SW1. This useful item enables 
one to see at a glance the amount of scaffold- 
ing and accessories necessary for different 
lengths and heights of walls. Its edges are 
marked in inches and centimetres for use as 
a six-inch rule. 
has also been issued by the company con- 
taining details of the various items in their 
range of equipment. 


PLASTIC EMULSION STRIPPER 


A plastic emulsion paint stripper which 
is claimed to act quickly and then to evapo- 
rate, obviating any washing down, has been 
developed by the Quickstryp Chemical Co., 
Ltd., 57, Kingsland High-street, E8. Known 
as “ Quickstryp 335,” it is non-acid and non- 
alkaline, and the makers state it to be also 
suitable for stripping oil-bound. distempers 
and water paints, as well as for cleaning 
and restoring brushes. 
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AFTER THE LIBERATION, over 14,000 of 
the 16,500 buildings in Brest were in 
ruins. Today, as these pictures show, 
a new Brest has arisen—clean, spacious 
and strong. More than 80 per cent. 
of the new buildings are roofed with 
zinc. 

Storms and corrosion are serious 
problems in a seaport such as Brest. 
Only roofs of the most practical, 
hard-wearing type can survive. A 
century’s experience before the war. 
had proved the overwhelming 
superiority of zinc. 

There are now no restrictions on the 
use of zinc. Supplies are. abundant, 
and likely to remain so for many years. 
The price has fallen considerably, and 
zinc is again one of the most econ- 
omical roofing materials. 


Salt air is an old enemy... 
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The Zinc Development Association 
will be pleased to send its publications 
to potential users, together with lists 
of stockists of all zinc building 
materials and of firms specializing in 
zinc work. 


ZINC DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION, LINCOLN HOUSE, TURL STREET, 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Burma.—A new jail is to be built in Ran- 
goon, Burma. It will be at Thingangyun, 
some 15 miles from the centre of the city. 
A jail on modern American lines is envisaged 
with class-rooms, a library, a garden and 
recreation grounds. It will be designed to 
hold six hundred prisoners and will cost 
£150,000. The Ministry of Planning has 
already chosen the site, but serious planning 
is not expected to start until sometime next 
year. It is also intended to build open jails 
at Pegu and Syriam, and a Borstal institu- 
tion at Syriam. 

An ambitious housing project is to be 
studied for Rangoon where the Prime 
Minister of Burma recently laid the founda- 
tion stone for a block of flats. 


* Canada.—The Harwell Co., Ltd., of 366, 
Youville-street, Montreal, are interested in 
locating a source of supply in the UK of 
stainless steel plumbing fittings. Manufac- 
turers interested in this inquiry should write 
direct to the company, for the attention of 
the manager, Mr. C. H. Ancliffe, submitting 
full particulars of their products, and quot- 
ing prices in Canadian dollars cif port of 
delivery. Telephone inquiries quoting 
reference ESB/16200/54, should be made to 
the Board of Trade. Tel.: Chancery 4411, 
Ext. 601. 


East Africa——Work has begun on the lay- 
ing of a 150-mile pipe line which is to carry 
8m. gallons of water daily from Mzima 
Springs to augment the water supply in 
Mombasa, Kenya. The scheme, which will 
take two years and cost £5m., has been 
prepared and planned by the Kenya Public 
Works Department, which has given con- 
tracts to pipe manufacture and pipe laying 
to two French companies, Societe des 
Tuyaux Bonna, and A. Dumez and Co. A 
specially -built factory at Voi is manufactur- 
ing four sizes and 14 types of. prestressed 
concrete pipe. The three main terminal 
reservoirs on the pipeline at Mazeras to hold 
18m. gallons, are also to be built of pre- 
stressed cencrete. 

Nairobi City Council have asked the 
Government for a bank loan of £250,000 to 
finance extensions to the Town Hall. 

It has been reported that a group of 
Swedish firms have offered to invest £2m. 
in the development of a large area of land 
fringing the centre of Nairobi. The pro- 
posal is for 378 flats arranged in 21 blocks, 
each block containing nine storeys with two 
flats on each storey. A large block of shops 
and offices, on a site of nearly one acre, 
Until 
recently the site was zoned for shops and 
offices only, but the Town Planning Com- 
mittee of the Nairobi City Council is be- 
lieved to favour the Swedish scheme. Pre- 
sent demand for flats is thought to be about 
60 flats a year; the scheme would probably 
take five years to develop. 

The £2m. loan raised by East Africa Posts 
and Telecommunications Administration 
recently will provide for new telephone 
exchanges and replacemént and extension of 
existing exchanges, and will cover also fur- 
ther developments of the telephone trunk 
network, and buildings, including staff hous- 
ing. 

Egypt.—The foundation-stone of a nine- 
storey hotel which will bear the name 
“ Shepheard’s ” was laid, on July 8, by Major 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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Kamel -al Din Hussein, Minister for Social 
Affairs, The new Shepheard’s, unlike the old 
hotel, which stood in the centre of the city, is 
to be on the bank of the Nile, adjacent to the 
Semiramis Hotel. The new hotel is being 
built by a concern in which Belgian in- 
terests predominate, and it is expected that 
it will be in service by 1956. 


Kashmir.—Preliminary work on the survey 
of the 14-mile long Banihal tunnel has been 
completed. This is to be constructed at a 
height of approximately 7,000 ft. under the 
Banihal Pass and will ultimately provide an 
all-weather road link between Jammu and 
Kashmir. The present road which crosses 
the Pass at 9,200 feet is blocked in winter, 
Construction on the north approach road is 
in progress. Contractors will be responsible 
for the main work of the project and work 
on the Pilot Heading is expected to begin 
shortly. The Pilot Heading will require 
approximately 18 months to complete from 
the date of commencement and the main 
tunne] about two years thereafter. Cost of 
the project, about £24m., will be borne in 
the first instance by aid to the Kashmir 
Government and, when it is declared a 
National highway, from the National High- 
way Fund. 

The US is to contribute $135,000 for the 
building of 16 State laboratories together 
with a model-testing laboratory. 


Nyasaland.—Work has started on the con- 
struction of a pilot scheme of what may be 
Nyasaland’s ffirst large-scale irrigation 
scheme. Negotiations are in progress to 
locate possible dam sites and undertake a 
survey of many square miles of surrounding 
country for expansion of the scheme. A 
main road and canal for the pilot scheme are 
at present being built on the 100 acres 
reserved for the scheme on the site at Som- 
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bani which lies to the south of Lake Shirwa 
sloping away from the Sombani River. The 
capital cost of the early work is estimated 
at £26,000 and will be met by a grant from 
the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Fund. The Department of Agriculture plans 
to turn 100 acres over to African families. 


Poland—The architectural plans for 
the centre of Warsaw have now been agreed. 
The central district will be built around the 
Palace of Culture and Science and Stalin- 
square, the biggest square in the capital. In 
the final elaboration of the plans, the team 
of designers of the Square, headed by Jozef 
Sigalin, Chief Architect of Warsaw, took 
into consideration comments made by the 
general public at exhibitions of the plans. 
Work on the central district will begin this 
autumn. First to be built will be blocks 
of flats, office blocks, and hotels. The plan 
provides for much green space on the 
square itself and in many other parts of the 
centre. The whole of the centre will be 
completed in three to four years. The Palace 
of Culture and Science is well advanced in 
construction. Rapid progress is being made 
both at the top of the building and in the 
wings. The great congress hall, which will 
seat 3,500 people, is almost completed. 
Work on the interior of the sports section 
of the Palace is going ahead. Stands are 
being erected round the swimming pool 
which will hold several hundred people. 
The Youth Palace section is to have two 
theatres for children. A theatre with a 
revolving stage in another part of the Palace 
will have a seating capacity of 800. 


* South Africa—The Provincial Roads 
Engineer, Bloemfontein, is calling for tenders 
(Tender No. 1/1954/55), to be submitted by 
July 27, for the supply of 7 tractor scraper 
combinations, 11 crawler tractors, 18 wheel 
tractors, 28 motor graders, 18 motor graders, 
5 elevating graders, 4 mechanical shovels, 
6 crawler tractor shovels, 12 road rollers, 5 
road rippers, 12 air compressors, 5 tar 
distributors, and 3 trailer type bitumen hand 
spray distributors. Telephone inquiries quot- 
ing reference ESB/16833/54, should be made 
to Chancery 4411, Ext. 738 or 771. 


Turkey.—The Electricity Planning Depart- 
ment of the Turkish Ministry of Public 
Works has under consideration the construc- 
tion of another hydro-electric power plant 
in the Van province, in order to supply a 
cement plant which will be built in the near 
future, and also the towns of Erccis and 
Muradiye, with electrical power. At the out- 
set the plant will have a capacity of 
9,000,000 k.w.h. 

A director of Morrison, Knudsen Inter- 
national who was in Turkey recently to 
inspéct the Seyhan Dam, the construction of 
which is being undertaken by his firm, has 
offered to tender for the building of the 
projected bridge over the Bosphorps. 

An agreement for the establishment of a 
tractor factory has been signed by the 
Minister of State Exploitation and the US 
firm of Minneapolis-Moline. The new enter- 
prise will be named Minneapolis-Moline/ 
Turk Traktor Sirketi and will have a capital 
of £3m. 

It has also been reported that the Reming- 
ton Typewriter Company is considering the 
construction of a factory in Turkey. 


NEW TRINIDAD CEMENT PLANT 

The new cement plant erected at Claxton 
Bay by Trinidad Cement, Ltd., a subsidiary 
of The Rugby Portland Cement Co., Ltd., 


‘came into production recently. 
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BUILDING IN MEXICO 


Depression Follows Recent Price Rises 


HE Mexican construction industry is 
passing through what is described as 
“a very difficult situation” by leaders in 
the field, writes a correspondent. This has 
been brought about by the recent devalua- 
tion of the peso and the resultant rise in 
prices for basic materials required for 
building. 

Some 350,000 workers in the construction 
field have been hit by the virtual paralysis 
of work on building projects. 

Mr. I. B. Valenzuela, president of the 
National Chamber of the Construction 
Industry, blames the 44.5 per cent. price 
rise for materials which followed devalua- 
tion as the prime factor in the current 
building depression. 

Before 1951 the construction industry had 
been booming, with not enough labour 
available to fulfil the demand. A _ slow 
tapering off began in 1951, scarcely notice- 
able, but it has been increasing ever since. 
At the beginning of this year a very marked 
slump appeared, aggravated by the new 
realty taxes anu Yaluations imposed by the 
Federal District Government. Devaluation 
was the final “ below the belt” blow, 

Work in estate developments, public 
works, house construction, apartments, 
office builditig and stores petered out almost 
overnight. An example is that the pride of 
Mexicans, the skyscraper (over 40 storeys 
high) going up on the corner of San Juan 
Letran and Madero in the capital, is still 
very far from completion after three years 
of work. Only a skeleton crew of workers 
are now occupied on this project, which 
at this rate will require another three to 
five years to complete. 

Mexico City construction has been ad- 
versely affected by other factors, the chief 
being the new water tax and the main- 
tenance of the “rent freeze” by the city 
administration. Apartment-house owners 
and investors have refrained from invest- 
ments in construction because of the diffi- 
culties in recouping investments and making 
a reasonable income on capital outlays. 

Government public works projects have 
slowed down considerably, despite official 
denials. There is activity in highway main- 
tenance and some minor construction pro- 
jects, but major work is hanging fire 
pending clarification of the situation. 

The situation is considered grave by 
union and construction leaders alike. Huge 
public works such as University City, dam 
projects, etc., required a heavy increase in 
construction work forces. Labour came 
from farms and other spheres of industrial 
activity, with workers eager to receive the 
better wage scale paid by the construction 
industry. ‘Four years ago the total labour 
force was calculated at under 200,000, and 
this has now almost doubled. 

With no indication that construction 
activity will pick up this year, union leaders 
want federal aid for workers. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Messrs. WALTER LILLY & Co., Ltp., building con- 
tractors, decorators and engineers, have re-formed 
their capital structure and the issued share capital has 
now been considerably increased. Mr. GorRDON 
LILLY continues as managing director and is joined 
by two new directors—Mr. Coin J. Jerrries, FCA, 
who also has become chairman of the company, and 
Mr. E. BAYLIss. The volume of the company’s 
work, including the woodworking side, throughout 
London and the country continues to be considerable. 

BRITISH INSULATED CALLENDER’S CABLES, LTD., 
announce that Mr. W. G. Dumvitte, MC, TD, has 


been appointed regional manager, North East, to - 


succeed Mr. E. CHARLTON, who is retiring. 
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International Visitors 


MORE than 1,200 architects are expected 

to attend the International Congress 
for Housing and Town Planning in Edin- 
burgh in September. Many of the archi- 
tects from American, European and other 
overseas countries are to visit East Kilbride 
new town as guests of the Development 
Corporation. They will also visit some hous- 
ing schemes in Edinburgh and other parts 
of Scotland. 





American Students’ Visit 


ARCHITECTURAL STUDENTS and _ planners 
from Columbia University, New York, 
visited East Kilbride, Lanarkshire. The 
party consisted of 20 students and professors, 
and the visit was sponsored by the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Airdrie.—Plans prepared and approved for 50 houses 
to be erected at an est. cost of £65,250 at the Imperial- 
dr. district. The architect is J. Austen Bent, ARIBA, 
15, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. . 

Cleland.—Lanarkshire CC has plans in hand for 
40 houses to be erected at Knowénoble. - The architect 
is Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West. ‘ mer 

Crawford.—Plans prepated for new filling station, 
etc., to be erected on the Carlisle-rd. by Andrew Cokee 
& Sons, Ltd., Carlisle-rd. Garage, Crawford. 

East Kilbride.—Development Corporation has plans 
in hand for new prim. and sec. sch. to be erected on 
the Blatthorn housing site. ._The architect is Frank 
Scott (L), Torrence House, East Kilbride. 

lasgow.—Corporation has had plans prepared and 
approved for additions at St. Agnes’s School, Balmore- 
rd., Possilpark. The architects are Weddle & Thomson 
(F&A), 216, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for scheme of houses to 
be erected at the Arden housing site, for which the 
architect is J. Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., 
Edinburgh. i 











“THE BUILDER” 
COST of BUILDING CHART 
Current Edition Ready 


THE Cost of Building Chart 
which Mr. H. }. Venning, FRICS, 
first prepared in 1952 for ‘“ The 
Builder”? and reprinted in 1953, has 
now been brought up to date to include 
current materials prices and the 
wages increases of 1d. per hour 
(granted as from February 1) and 
of 14d. per hour awarded by the 
National Joint Council to take effect 
on May 24. 

The chart shows (1939 being taken 
as datum at 100) that the level of 
building costs now stands at 332, a 
rise since January, 1953, of 12 points. 

The chart and accompanying table 
of wages increases and guarantees 
since 1939 are being reprinted on'‘light 
card. Copies may be ordered from 
the Publisher, ‘‘ The Builder,’ The 
Builder House,  Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2, price 1s. each, 
plus 3d. postage for any number of 
copies up to 12. Orders for 12 or 
more charts will be sent post free. 
Cash should accompany orders. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FFOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s, 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
ee 
Ist 25 41 3 
2nd 334 55 0 
3rd 50 82 6 
4th a Se .- 663 110 0 
Sth 75 123 9 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) te es vere ae 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) a siete ee 











Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at Dundas-st., for which the 
architect is R. Sutherland (F), 2, Aisla-dr., Burnside, 
Rutherglen, Lanarkshire. 

lasgow.—Corporation to acquire ground at Bell- 
wood-st. and Tantallan-rd., Langside, on which to 
erect 40 houses for police purposes. The Architect’s 
and Planning Department, The Trongate, Glasgow, 
will prepare the plans. 

lasgow.—Dean of Guild Court have approved 
plans for the erection of 624 houses at Drumchapel. 
Mactaggart & Mickel, Ltd., were granted permission 
to build five blocks of flatted dwelling-houses in Great 
Western-rd. : 
_ Glasgow.~-Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions for the Glasgow South Co-operative Society, Ltd., 
to be carried out at Helen and Burleigh-sts., Govan. 
The architect is Kenneth Masson (F), 119, Paisley-rd., 
Tradeston, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for new office buildings to be 
erected at Dalmarnock by The Kidmay Hosiery Co., 
Ltd., 388, Swanston-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 

buildings to be erected at 1-3, Corbett-st., Tollcross, 
for which the architect is T. Arright, Stephens-cres., 
Garrowhill, Lanarkshire. 
_ Greenock.—Plans prepared and approved for addi- 
tions, est. to cost £42,500, to be carried out for the 
Scottish Wool Co., Ltd., at the Merino Woollen Mills. 
Drumfrochar-rd., Greenock. The architect is James 
Houston (A), 2, School Wynd, The Bridge, Kilburnie. 
Ayrshire. 

Holytown.—Lanarkshire CC to have plans prepared 
for new houses for police to be erected at the Sunny- 
side housing site. The architect is Samuel MacColl 
(A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Inverness.—Layout plans for the erection of 174 
flats at Springfield and The Bught have been approved 
by the Corporation Planning and Development 
Committee. 

Kilmarnock.—Plans prepared for 108 houses to be 
erected at an est. cost of £153,000 at the Bellfield 
housing site. The Council A is N. S. Sutherland, 
AMTPI, FIAAS, Master of Works Offices, Municipal- 
bldgs., Kilmarnock. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for new extensions to 
office buildings for Alexander Dunn & Co., Ltd., at 
Bothwell-rd., Uddingston. The architects are Cullen, 
— & Brown (F), 119, Cadzow-st., Hamilton 

est. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for James H. Allan. 
Newarthall, for new office buildings to be erected at 
417, High-st., Newarthall. The architects are D. 
= & A. Scott (F), 18, High-st., Paisley, Renfrew- 
shire. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for new workshops 
and offices for the Armac Engineering Co., Ltd., to 
be erected at 2239, London-rd., Mount Vernon. The 
architect is William J. Gilmour (F), 31, Nortlr 
Frederick-st., George-sq., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
houses at Old Lanark-rd., Carluke, for which the 


architects are Hay, Castles & Frame (F), 114, Cadzow- ° 


st., Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
church and presbytery for the Archdiocese of Mother- 
well-Wishaw to be erected at Codice,, Cambuslang. 
Plans by J. MacSporran’ & MacCormick, 55, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Mount Vernon.—Plans in the hands of the National 
Coal: Board’s architects, 36, Robertson-st., Glasgow, 
for new buildings at Carrick-dr. 

Paisley.—Plans in hand for 52 houses to be erected 
on the outskirts of Paisley by James Y. Keemie, Ltd.. 
Floors-st., Johnstone. 

Renfrewshire.—CC to efect a jum. sec. sch. at Port 
Glasgow, for which the architects are Frank Burnet 
& Boston & Bell (F&A), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Strucher.—Argyllshire CC has plans in hand for 38 
houses to be erected at Lochfineside, for which the 
Council A is Robert Tocher (F), County Offices, Cewa 
Hotel-bldgs., Alexandria-par., Dunoon. 
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The Builder 


THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JULY 19. 
*+East Suffolk CC.—Alterations, ‘‘ Hillcroft,’’ Stow- 
market, into clinic. County A, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by August 5. 


JULY 21. 

*Hants Police Authority.—Police house at Hythe, 
He Southampton, County A, Winchester. Dep. 
£1 Is. 
*+tWinchester City.—44 dwellings, Weeke Manor 
estate. A. S. Wilson & Ptnrs., chartered quantity 
surveyors, 8, Storey’s Gate, SWI. Dep. 

JULY 23. 

*tPaddington BC.—22 dwellings, Marylands-rd., 

between Sevingto.-st. and Surrendale-pl. TC. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
JULY 24. 
*“+Essex CC.—Adaptations to form children’s home 
of ‘** The Manse,’’ New-st., Dunmow. County A, 


Chelmsford. 
JULY 26. 

*Bristol! EC.—Domestic science room, Rose Green 
High School. J. Niven, architect, 54, Queen-sq. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

+Musselburgh TC.-—23 flatted houses at New-st./ 
Bush-st. clearance areas. BS, Municipal Offices. 
Tenders by August 23. 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Alterations to 
plastic surgery theatre suite. R. Dobbin, Secretary, 
** Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle upon Tyne, 2. 

*tSuffolk and Ipswich Fire Authy.—Extension to 
fire stations at Mildenhall. and Debenham. County 
A, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by August 24. 

JULY 28. . 

*tPortsmouth City C.—Kiosks, conveniences and 
shelter, Canoe Lake, Southsea. City A, 1, Western- 
par. Dep. £2. 


JULY 29. 

Crediton UDC.—40 houses at Butt Parks. F. W. 
Beech and E. Curnow Cooke, FL.RIBA, 15, Dix’s 
Field, Exeter. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 30. 

*+ Cambridge CC.—Four shops and six flats at High- 

st.. Cherry Hinton. City S. Dep. £2 2s 


Peterborough City C.—48 houses on Eastfield 
estate. City E&S. Dep, £2 2s. 
JULY 31. 


**Blackburn CBC.—100 houses and flats, Shads- 
worth site. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tHants CC.—Erection of (1) Fareham secondary 
grammar school; (2) Lymington secondary modern 
school; (3) Farnborough Fox-la. junior school; (4) 
Hythe junior school. County A, Winchester. 

*Salop CC.—Approved list of building contractors 


for new schools and other public buildings. County 
A, London-rd., Shrewsbury. 
AUGUST 2. 
Hemel Hempstead BC.—14 garages, Belswains Farm 
estate. E. 
AUGUST 3. 


*Luton BC.—(a) Four old people’s dwellings at 
Yeovil-rd.; (b) 8 old people’s dwellings at Park-st. 
BE, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

AUGUST 4. 
*Brighton CBC.—18 flats and 6 shops, St. George’s- 
s. 


rd. BE&S, 26/30, King’s-rd. Dep. £2 2 
AUGUST 6. . 
*tSevenoaks RDC.—Four bungalows, 4 flats and 
oe at Bentley’s Meadow, Seal. E&S. Dep. 
2 2s. 
AUGUST 7. 


*Saffron Walden RDC.—(1) Erection of 10 houses - 


at Farnham; (2) sewage works and sewers at Farn- 
ham. Clerk of C. 
AUGUST 16. 
*Guernsey States.—Police station and Crown 
Officers’ Chambers in St. Peter Port. States E. Dep. 


£228. 
AUGUST 23. 
oe City C.—School, Shirley Manor, Wyke. 


City 
AUGUST 25. 

*Trinity House Corp.—aAlterations to buoy store 
and yard, and construction foundations at store, 
Exmouth. Sec., Trinity House, Tower Hill, EC3. 

AUGUST 28. 

*Bournemouth CBC.—Police headquarters, Madeira- 

td. Boro’ A. Dep. £3 3s. 
SEPTEMBER 1. 

*Alton RDC. — 30 dwellings at Church Fields, 

Headley. E. Dep. £3 3s. 


SEPTEMBER 6. 
*Chertsey UDC.—23 houses with out-houses, etc., 
at St. Ann’s-rd. housing scheme. E&S, Council Offices. 
Dep. £1 Is. 


NO DATE. 
Bridlington TC.—30 houses on West Hill estate. 
a E. Culpin (F), 3, Southampton-pl., London, 


Gloucester RDC.—26 flats at Parklands site, School- 
la., Quedgeley. Vale and Kingsford, quantity sur- 
veyors, 25, St. Aldate-st., Gloucester. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 24. 
*+Durham CC.—Renewal of floors at Willington and 
Dawdon county schools. G. R. Clayton (F), County 


A, Durham. 
JULY 26. 

*West Riding CC.—€xternal painting glasshouses 
and other buildings, Yorkshire Institute of Agriculture, 
Askham Bryan, near York. 

JULY 28. 

*Leeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Heating and electrical 
installations at villas, Scalebar Park Hospital, Burley- 
in-Wharfedale. A to Board, Park-par., Harrogate. 
Dep. £2 2s. each. Tenders by August 30. 

AUGUST 6. 

*Sunderland CBC.—Supply of various materials for 
oe Grindon Village estate. Boro’ A. Dep. 
2 2s. 





ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JULY 30. 

Ashbourne RDC.—About 1,265 lin. yds. sewer, 
sewage disposal works and restoration of surfaces; with 
maintenance of whole works for six months after 
completion. Sir Herbert Humphries & McDonald, 
engineers, Park-chbrs., 276, Monument-rd., Edgbaston, 
Birmingham. Dep. £3 

JULY 31. 

Dursley RDC.—Comprehensive scheme of water 
supply. Contract No. 1.—Leathern Bottle bulk supply. 
T. Ward Whitfield, consultant engineers, 54, Stallard- 
st., Trowbridge, Wilts. Dep. £5 5s. 

_ Saltburn and Marske-by-the-Sea UDC.—About 2,415 
lin. yds. sewers for main drainage and sea outfall. 
Council S. Dep. £5 5s. 

AUGUST 4. 

Louth RDC.—Proposed rising main, trunk mains 
and reservoir at Stenigot. John H. Haiste & Partners, 
consultant engineers, 4, Queen-sq., Woodhouse-la., 


Leeds, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 5. 
*Dagenham BC.—Street works at Seliras-la. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 16. 


tHants CC.—Multi-span_ bridge, approach road, 
drainage, fencing, etc., with demolition of existing 
toll bridge at Hayling Island, Havant and Waterloo 
UD. County S, The Castle, Winchester. Dep. 
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SEPTEMBER 1. 
Chatham BC.—About 4,770 lin. yds. sewers at 
Waldersdale area sewerage scheme. Deputy BE&S. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
SEPTEMBER 3. 
Haverfordwest RDC.—Llanwnda Hotwells high level 
and eastern region water scheme. A. J. Davies, 
S&WE, 10, Picton-pl., Haverfordwest. Dep. £5 5s. 


NO DATE. 
Greenock TC.—Construction of a filter station and 
ancillary works at Whinhill. Babtie, Shaw & Morton, 
consultant engineers, 17, Blythswcod-sq., Glasgow, C2. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Acton.—SEcoNDARY ScHoo..—The erection of the 
first instalment of The Elms proposed secondary 
modern school is recommended for Middlesex CC’s 
approval as part of the 1954-55 building programme. 
The scheme, prepared by County A, has an estimated 
cost of £160,585, and provides for the erection on 
the site of The Elms, High-st., Acton, of a four-storey 
teaching block, including dining accommodation, 
specialist science rooms and workrooms, and an 
assembly hall, gymnasium, two-storey changing-room 
block and admin. rooms. 

Bermondsey.—MAISONETTES.—Plans have been pre- 
pared by LCC architects’ department for the erec- 
tion of a four-storey block of ten maisonettes on a 
}-acre site in Cope-st. The estimated cost is £28,750, 
and Hsg. Com. recommend ‘approval of the scheme. 

Brentford and Chiswick.—JUNIOR SCHOOL.—Middle- 
sex CC is recommended to approve the erection of the 
Brentford and Chiswick new Hogarth junior boys’, 
girls’ and infants’ schools at an estimated cost of 
£148,000. 

Camberwell.—Housinc DEvVELOPMENT.—Proposals 
for the acquisition, clearance and partial redevelop- 
ment of about 64 acres of land in the Wells-pl. areas 
are recommended for LCC’s approval. The estimated 
cost would be £153,000, and about 251 dwellings can 
be provided on the lands. 

Camberwell.—ScHooL ExTENSIONS.—Scheme for the 
provision of four additional classrooms with cloak- 
rooms and sanitary accommodation in timber con- 
struction at Bessemer Grange county primary school 
has been approved by LCC Ed. Com. The estimated 
cost of the scheme is £13,232. 

City.—INnstiTuTE ButLpinGc.—Building licence for 
construction in 1954 has been granted for a scheme 
proposing the erection of the Institute of Marine 
Engineers War Memorial Building on the site of Nos. 
56-59, Fenchurch-st. The multi-storey building will 
include 75,000 sq. ft. of office premises, and the con- 
tract has not yet been let. The Institute’s Surveyors 
are Jones, Lang, Wootton & Sons, 16-17, King-st., 
Cheapside, EC2; and the architects for the scheme are 
Ronald Ward & Ptnrs., 17, Lowndes-st., SW1 

Edmonton.—Junior ScHoo..—The erection of the 
Fleecefield junior school for 320 boys and girls as 
the first instalment of the Development Plan pro- 
posal for a junior and infant school is recommended 
for Middlesex CC’s approval. The first instalment has 
an estimated cost of £54,990, and the 2.6-acre site 
will be later extended by the addition of 1.3 acres. 
Plans were prepared by County A. 

Hammersmith.—FLats.—The erection of 44 flats at 
the Caroline estate extension is recommended by LCC 
Hsg. Com. to provide accommodation for persons 
displaced by the Cromwell-rd. extension scheme. 

Hampstead.— WELFARE CENTRE.—LCC Health Com. 
have approved a modified scheme prepared by LCC 
architects’ department for the erection of a single- 
storey maternity and child-welfare centre on the site 
of Nos. 3 and 5, Daleham-gdns., Hampstead, at an 
estimated cost of £9,690. 

Hampstead.—SprciaL Scuoor.—LCC Ed. Com. 
have approved a scheme for the erection in the 1954-55 
educational building programme of a day special 
school for 160 physically handicapped pupils at 
Avenue-rd., at an estimated cost of £74,715. The LCC 
architects’ department prepared the plans, and the 
assembly hall will form the hub of the school, which 
is planned on one floor with an internal court. Con- 
struction will be brick cross walls, solid floors and 
prestressed concrete slab roof. It is proposed later 
to erect a school for 180 delicate children on the rest 
of the site. 

Hayes and Harlington.—SECONDARY MoDERN 
Scuoot.—Middlesex CC are recommended to approve 
the enlargement under the 1954-55 building programme 
of the Harlington secondary modern school at an 
estimated cost of £137,420. The scheme, prepared 
by County A, provides for the erection of a three- 
storey classroom block, continued by an assembly 
hall, music room, gymnasium and changing rooms; 
and a two-storey block containing craft rooms, science 
laboratories and drawing office. 

Hendon.—DweLtincs.—Schemes prepared by LCC 
architects’ department have been approved by LCC 
Hsg. Com. for the development as part of the Watling 
estate of the sites of ‘‘ The Elms”’ in Deans-la. and 
* Bellevue’? in Deansbrook-rd. by the erection of 
20 and 16 old people’s dweilings, respectively. The 
estimated cost of the development is £60,955. 

Hendon.—Suors AND FLats.—Ernest Owers_ and 
Williams, estate agents, West Hampstead (Tube) 
Station, NW6, are negotiating with BE&S for the 
purchase of a site in Brent-st. previously occupied by 
the Civic Restaurant. They propose to erect shops 
with flats over and garages at the rear. 

Hendon.—INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT.—Plans _sub- 
mitted by BE&S for the industrial development of two 
acres of land at the rear of the Refuse Destructor 
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Works and fronting Brent-ter., south of the North 
Circular-rd., by the erection of offices, workshops, 
etc., have been approved in principle by Estates Com., 
and Ministry consent is to be sought. 

Hendon.—Orric— BLock.—An application by T. P. 
Bennett & Son, FFAA.RIBA, 43, Bloomsbury-sq., 
WCI, on behalf of the Linen and Woollen Drapers’ 
Institute and Cottage Homes has been approved by 
BE&S. It provides for the erection of an office block 
at the Marshall Estate, Hammers-la., Mill Hill, NW7. 

Hendon.—Orrices.—BE&S has given by-law con- 
sent to revised proposals by. Adams, Holden and 
Pearson, architects, 2, Gordon-sq., WC1, on behalf 
of John Laing & Son, Ltd., for the erection of a 
block of offices at the corner of Bunns-la. and Page- 
st., Mill Hill, NW7. 

Hendon.—Houses.—By-law permission has been 
granted to proposals made by Peter Temple, LRIBA, 
42, Holly Park, N3, on behalf of Seymour Estates, 
Ltd., bldrs., 349, Cannonhall-rd., Ell, for the erection 
of 34 semi-detached houses on sites in Woodside Estate, 
Woodlands, NWII. 

Hendon.—APpPporinTMENT.—BC is to engage Richard- 
son and Davis, 57, Queen Anne-st., WI, as quantity 
surveyors in connection with the preparation of a 
scheme for the provision of a second-storey extension 
to the Town Hall. BC is to request loan sanction for 
the borrowing of £26,000 for the scheme, 

Hendon.—BraNcH LispRARY AND Pusiic Hatt.— 
Plans have been prepared by BE&S for the erection 
of a library building on a site in Hale-la., Edgware, 
with a proposed public hall to adjoin. 

Hendon.—FLats.—Sketch plans submitted by BE&S 
for the development of land at the corner of Layfield- 
rd. and Brent Park-rd., NW4, by a three-storey block 
of eight flats are recommended for BC’s approval. 

Hendon.—REDEVELOPMENT.—A_ revised preliminary 
layout scheme for the redevelopment of the West 
Hendon area by the erection of multi-storey point 
block flats, buildings for old people, shops, garages, 
sites for a school, day nursery and other interests has 
been submitted by BE&S, and is recommended by 
Hag. Com. for BC’s approval. ; 

endon.—FLats.—BE and S has been instruc 
to prepare detailed plans for the erection of 15 fat 
on housing site No. 35, Holders Hill-rd., instead of 
old people’s dwellings. BC are also recommended to 
adhere to the original scheme proposed, which pro- 
vides for the demolition of Hyde Cottage and the 
erection of flats and maisonettes. 

Heston and  Isleworth.—TraInING COoLLEGE.— 
Middlesex EC recommend the approval of the second 
phase of the development of the Maria Grey Train- 
ing College at an estimated cost of £135,180, com- 
prising the erection of laboratories, lecture rooms 
music rooms, library, stores, sanitary accommodation. 
assembly hall, dining hall, kitchen, gymnasium and 
eh comme. The erection of hostels at a cost 
the a is now in progress. County A prepared 

olborn.—ScHooL ADAPTATIONS.—LCC Ed 
have approved a scheme prepared by LCC sohinen 
department for the adaptation of the ground floor of 
Reveille House {the premises of the London School 
of Printing and Graphic Arts) to provide accommoda- 
tion for two classrooms, foundry, composing depart- 
comedy waned ae staff common rooms, school- 

room, cleaners’ i 

cost of nib. ers’ stores, etc., at an estimated 

mbeth.—SirE REDEVELOPMENT.—The acquisiti 
clearance and partial redevelopment for Arcee. 20 yon 
Poses of the Ashmole-pl. areas and adjoining lands 
comprising about 2} acres, at an estimated cost of 
£48,000, is recommended by LCC Hsg. Com. It is 
also proposed that about 1} acres of land comprising 
= ae = a areas be acquired, cleared 

lally redeve i 

about #13000. oped at an estimated cost of 

wisham.—EsTaTE EXTENSION.—Recommendatio 
have been made by the LCC Hsg. Com. for a 
acquisition of about half an acre of land in Bromley- 
rd. as an extension of Watermead estate. The esti- 
mated cost of acquisition, clearance and partial re- 
ee is £6,600; 12 flats can be erected on 

_Regent’s Park.—MeEpicaL CoLLEGE BuILDING.—Pro- 
visional plans have been prepared b Louis de 
Soissons, RA, 3, Park-sq. Mews, NWi, for a new 
building for the Royal College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, with an estimated cost of £250,000. 
Advanced negotiations are being carried out with the 
Commissioners of Crown Lands for the lease of a 
l}-acre site at Sussex Lodge, Regent’s Park. 

St. Marylebone.—FLats.—Plans prepared by LCC 
architects’ department for the erection of one six- 
storey block of 24 flats on the Ashbridge-st. site, at 
an estimated cost of about £53,365, have been 
approved by LCC Hsg. Com. 

Stepney.—FLats AND MAISONETTES.—LCC  Hsg. 
Com. have approved a scheme for the erection of 
a_ three-storey block of 36 flats, in eight-storey 
block of 56 maisonettes and 46 tenants’ stores 
on a three-acre site in Barnardo-st. The estimated cost 
is £234,650, and the plans were prepared by LCC 
architects’ department. 

Southwark.—SiT—E CLEARANCE.—The clearance and 
partial redevelopment for housirig purposes of the 
Alvey-st. areas and adjoining lands is recommended 
by LCC Hsg. Com. The. estimated cost is £14,000 
and about 21 dwellings could be erected on the land. 
LCC Hsg. Com. also propose that sites of about 
5} acres in extent in the Locton-st. area be also 
acquired, cleared and redeveloped for housing pur- 
Poses at an estimated cost of about £38,000. It is 
estimated that about 225 dwellings could be provided. 

Stamford Hill.—Depor ExTENsions.—LCC Supplies 
Com. propose the extension and improvement of the 
LCC Stores Depot at an estimated cost of £100,720, 
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The work involves the demolition of a war-damaged 
building, and erection of a two-storey wing to in- 
clude garage accommodation, offices, and improved 
canteen and lavatory accommodation for staff. 

Wandsworth.—FLATS AND MatisoneTtes.—LCC Hsg. 
Com. have approved a scheme for the development 
of a site in the centre of Alton estate (Portsmouth-rd. 
site). After reservation of land for a proposed nursery 
school, the area available for housing is about 24 
acres, and the development will comprise an 11-storey 
block of 43 flats and 50 maisonettes in three four- 
storey blocks. The estimated cost is £240,150, and the 
scheme was prepared by LCC architects’ department. 

Wembley.—Roman CatHotic ScHooLt.—CC is re- 
commended to approve the proposal of the West- 
minster Diocesan Schools Association, on behalf of 
the’ Roman Catholic authorities, to establish a 
secondary modern school for 450 pupils on a three- 
acre site on Donnington-rd., at an estimated cost of 
£136,325. 

Wembley.—Boyrs’ ScHoot.—The erection of the 
Alperton secondary modern boys’ sehool at an esti- 
mated cost of £148,930 is recommended for Middlesex 
CC’s approval. Plans were prepared by County A, and 
the school will be erected to the north of the seven- 
acre site at Bowrons Farm, leaving room for the 
erection of a proposed girls’ school. 

Westminster.—County Hatt Extenstons.—LCC has 
made preliminary approaches to MH and LG for 
permission to proceed with completion of the north 
block of the County Hall on a site in York-rd. and 
Chicheley-st. by a new office building (to the height 
of the ridge of the roof of the County Hall) to provide 
accommodation for about 760 staff at an estimated 
cost of £773,200. The plans were prepared by LCC 
architects’ department, and the programme provides 
for the completion of foundations by November, 1955, 
and of the superstructure by September, 1957. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Barnsley.—TC approved in principle layout for 
erection of 18 aged persons’ dwellings at Pogmoor- 
rd. and Gawber-rd. To prepare plans for erection 
of community centre and branch library on Kendray 
Estate.—Approved plans: Factory and warehouse at 
Queen-st. South, for Legard & Son, Ltd.; extensions 
at Cross-st., for Trustees of Monk Bretton Miners’ 
Welfare Institute; shops and flats at Athersley North 
Estate, for Barnsley Co-op. Society, Ltd. 

Belper.—RDC approved erection of 10 houses at 
Mellors-la., Holbrook, and 14 houses at Kirk Langley. 

Belvedere.—The Royal Alfred Merchant Seamen’s 
Society are to erect a new home for aged seamen 
to replace the society’s two existing homes at Belve- 
dere, Kent. The new home is expected to cost about 
£150,000. The architects are Gollins, Melvin, Ward 
& Partners, 15, Manchester-sq., WI. 

Birmingham.—EC propose extensions . to 
Dwellings Boys’ Cty. Mod. School. 

Blyth.—TC has offered site to Newcastle-on-Tyne 


Four 


Reg. Hosp. Board for new large hospital. Board’s 
architect, P. K. Knighton, ‘‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., 
Newcastle. 


Brighton.—EC to build four-class infants’ school 
adjacent to proposed St. Joseph’s School at Holling- 
bury, cost £34,450 (est.). Also erection of four class- 
rooms adjacent to site of St. Joseph’s School in 1955- 
56 programme. 

Crosby (Lancs).—BC sending plans of £150,000 
public baths scheme to Ministry for approval. Scheme 
provides for swimming baths, sun terrace, café and 
snack bar. 

Darlington.—TC to invite tenders for building con- 
venience at Harrowgate Hill.—Boro’ A, E. A. Torn- 
hohm, to report on erection of old people’s houses 
on Firth Moor Estate. 


Durham.—City C expects to obtain approval 


shortly from Ministry for erection of crematorium to 
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serve Durham City and neighbouring authorities. 
Plans to be prepared. City E, W. J. Green, Town 
Hall, Durham. 

Eston.—UDC has approved plans by Dorman Long 
& Co., Ltd., Middlesbrough, for two groups of 
buildings at their Cleveland Works, totalling more 
than 180,000 sq. ft. in area, to be used as medium 
section mill. Firm have own constructional depart- 
ment. 

Flintshire.—CC to build new county offices, cost- 
ing £500,000, subject to approval of plans by Welsh 
Board of Health. Site is in Llwynegrin Park, nr. 
Mold, former home of Sir Victor Raikes, MP for 
Garston, Liverpool. 

Gateshead.—EC received approval for second part 
ot Hill Head County Sec. Sch., total cost £140,250.— 
Greenwell County Sec. Sch., cost £187,000, is on 
reserve list. a! J 

Hull.—Work on £250,000 police buildings in 
Queen’s-gdns. will begin by December this year. 
Government authority received to go forward with 
detailed final plans. The four-storey building wil! 
include entire headquarters and a Coroner’s Court. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Contract to be let shortly by 
Shell-Mex & B.P., Ltd., for extending installation at 
Jarrow. Work will include loading and operating 
compound, loading gantry, office block and canteen. 
Firm have prepared own plans. : 

Leeds.—Brotherton & Co., Ltd., City Chambers, 
propose erection of six-storey office block on site 
west of Grace-st. 

Llangefni.—Welsh Agriculture .& Industries, Ltd., 
propose erection of new factory at Pencraig. Archi- 
tects. T. Alwyn Lloyd & Gordon, 6, Cathedral-rd., 
Cardiff. : ; 

Manchester. — TC propose erection of residential 
flats adjoining main shopping centre at Woodhouse 
Park. Propose erection of combined maternity and 
child welfare centres and school clinics at Woodhouse 
Park, Northern Moor and Baguley. City A, L. C. 
Howitt, preparing bills of quantities for erection of 
Assize Courts at Deansgate, £974,000 est. Approved 
erection of 12 houses at Yeadon-rd., Haxby-rd. and 
South-rd., Gorton, for S. Russell (Building Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., Gorton. Architects, Cooper & Groom, 
31, King-st. West, Manchester. 

Middlesbrough.— BE, J. A. Kenyon, prepared plans 
for 420 houses at Park End, for TC.—Kitching & 
Co., 21, Albert-rd., architects for warehouse and 
garage, South Bank-rd., for Leven Packers, Ltd.— 
Plans prepared by Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald, 
23, Albert-rd., for extending factory B 28/1 in South 
Bank-rd., for North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd.; 
pet warehouse in Stonehouse-st., for W. Neal & Son, 

ti 


Morecambe.—BC plans submitted: Office block at 
White Lund, for Harbour & General Works, Ltd.: 
layout for 46 houses and 4 bungalows at Corringham- 
rd., for Modern Homes, Ltd., 5, Tarnbrook-rd., 
Lancaster; layout for 62 dwellings at Fairhope-ave. 
and Fairlea-ave., for Fairhope Estates, Ltd.; 14 bun- 
galows at Anstable-rd., for Granville Builders, Ltd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—J. W. Taylor & Son, architects, 
Gallowgate, had plans approved for RC presbytery 
at Hylton, Sunderland. 

Rochdale.—TC approved layout for 78 houses at 
Shawclough. Approved plans for research laboratory 
at Royle-rd., for Dunlop Cotton Mills, Ltd. 

Shildon (Co. Durham). — Durham CC proposes 
family group home on Jubilee Fields Estate. County 

F . Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Stafford.—TC seek loan £38,556 for 24 dwellings 
and 4 shops at Seighford; £35,094 for 28 Gregory 
flats at Derrington; and £30,815 for 20 houses at 
Church Eaton.—Surveyor to prepare alternative 
schemes for four- and six-storey flats at Manor Estate. 

Sunderland.—Methodist Church hall, with kitchen 
and vestry, to be built in Roker-rd. Architects. 
Newrick & Blackbell, John-st. 

Sunderland.—Corpn. recommended by Transport 
Comm. to convert Wheat Sheaf tram depot into bus 
workshops, cost about £38,000, including £21,000 for 
building alterations. BE, J. E. Lewis, 27, Fawcett-st. 

Sunderland.—Corpn. has approved plans for 110 
houses and 31 garages at Grinden. Plans by Boro’ A, 

Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd. 

Sunderland.—EC received sanction to building next 
year of junior tech. sch. in Ryhope-rd. on 17-acre 
site. Girls’ technical school to be built on adjoining 
site, and three more schools approved in 1955-56 
programme. 

Sunderland.—EC to erect technical college at South 
Moor, Ryhope-rd.—EC’s building programme for 
next year will include infants’ school at Castle View, 
and junior and infants’ schools at Farringdon.—TC 
has made slum clearance order involving Coronation- 
st., Zion-st., Smyrna-pl., West Wear-st. and Law- 
rence-st. areas. 

Thornaby.—TIC received approval to building of 26 
dwellings on Lanehouse-rd. site, cost about £50,000; 
and 12 dwellings on Stafford Villa site—It is pro- 
posed to build 86 dwellings on Gilpin Brown allot- 
ment site. Plans by BE. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Belper.—Erection of 18 houses at Coast Hill Crich, 
for RDC: *Ripleys, Ltd., Belper, £19,936. 

Birkenhead.—Following for BC: 115 houses and 42 
flats at Overchurch estate: *Holland & Hannen and 


Cubitts, Ltd., St. Marys-rd., Liverpool, 19, £191,062. 
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County 
Greeory For information, particulars, a technical handbook, or 

state. to arrange a personal meeting, please write or telephone 
chitects. our nearest Licensee :— 
ransport 
‘000 _— RAPID FLOORS (WESSEX) LIMITED (wes of Engiena) 
sgn 17, GEORGE STREET, BATH "PHONE: BATH 3534 

JOHN ELLIS & SONS LIMITED (North sMidtands) 
nex 21, NEW WALK, LEICESTER - "PHONE: LEICESTER 56682 

djoining KINGSTON CONCRETE PRODUCTS LIMITED (north of Zngiana) 

ES5S-56 RYDE AVENUE, HULL "PHONE: CENTRAL 8414 
it South (Pte. Bch. Exch.) 
gan TARMAC LIMITED, VINCULUM DEPT. (wes Midiands, also Sussex and Hants) 
n.—TC ETTINGSHALL, WOLVERHAMPTON "PHONE: BILSTON 41301 
Law. WOOLAWAY CONSTRUCTIONS LIMITED (sous wate 
2 of 26 LANELAY WORKS, PONTYCLUN, GLAMORGAN "PHONE: PONTYCLUN 356 
e pro. PRICE & COMPANY (GLASGOW) LIMITED (sco:iana) 


pro- 
n allot- M INCHINNAN ROAD, RENFREW *PHONE: RENFREW 2243/3 


THE RAPID FLOOR COMPANY L™ 


Telephone HOLBORN 3274-5 
AFRICA HOUSE; KINGSWAY, LONDON WC2 
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FUGH QUALITY 


- LOW COST / 


GOOD DOORS 
GAN GE CHEAP/ 


CHEAP DOORS 
CAN BE GOOD / 


when made by Britain’s premier manufacturers— 





GRADE 1. 
HARDBOARD AND 
PLYWOOD FLUSH DOORS 






GRADE 1. 
OBECHE PANEL 
DOORS 


WINDOWS 


and if you want Immediate 
Delivery from’ stock in any 
quantity write now to:— 


_LEADERFLUSH. | 





LEADERFLUSH LTD., TROWELL, NOTTINGHAM. i1xeston 623 (4 lines) 
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How COLRON 


enhances the beauty of the grain - 


Any bare boards or interior woodwork can 
be transformed from the commonplace to attractive 
decorative features by treatment with COLRON 
Wood Dye. These penetrating, wear-resistant dyes 
bring out the grain naturally and provide a sound 
base for a lasting shine. Any kind of wood can be 
improved by treatment with COLRON—it needs 
only ONE application. 


all, Softwoods need COLRON 


COLRON is specially recommended for 
softwoods. These, being absorbent and often lacking 
in character, need COLRON to give them a hard- 
wood-like finish and to enhance the beauty of their 
grain. 

Any wood surface will take a brilliant finish after 
treatment with COLRON—which is non grain-raising 
and can be safely used on all short-grained timbers. 


ih, Colour effects... 


COLRON is made in a dozen varied 
shades which can be mixed to produce the widest 
possible choice of colour effects. 

COLRON-dyed surfaces are best treated by waxing 
with RONUK Polish. Alternatively, they may be 
sealed with RONUK Floor Seal or dressed with 
other good quality finishes. 

COLOUR GUIDE: 

Available on request. On all questions of wood dyeing 
and polishing, Architects and Builders are invited to 
consult the Ronuk Service Department. 


COLRON 


WwooD DYE 


In all sizes from half-pint 


RONUK LTD., PORTSLADE, SUSSEX. Tel.: Hove 48631 


Londoa Office and Showroom: 16, South Molton Street, London, W.1. 


Telephone : MAYfair 0222 
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12 flats at Abbey-st.: *H.G.B. Construction Co. 
Ae a Ltd., Super-bidgs., Hoylake-rd., Moreton, 

165. 3 flats and 3 maisonettes at Green Lawn: 
Sled & Cross, Ltd., 68, Argyle-st., Birkenhead 
£9,605. 

Bouchester.—New houses for Roxburghshire CC. 
w. G. Milne, A, ARIAS, County A, County-bldgs., 
Newton, St. Boswells. Excavation, brick, building and 
_ works: *J. & R. Elliot, Commercial-rd., Hawick. 

Joinery carpentry and allied. works: *William Scott & 
Sons, Orrack-pl., Hawick. 

Canterbury.—Erection ‘ of 13 houses, 6 bungalows 
and a block of flats at the Whitehall housing estate, 
tor City C: *J. & M. Smith (Ashford), Ltd., £27,981. 

Carlisle.—Construction of large vestry at Carlisle 


Cathedral. Architects, Martindale & Jackson, Castle- 
st., Carlisle: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., 
Carlisle. 


Darlaston.—Erection of a new church and church 
hall at Bentley: *H. Wilcox & Co., Darlington-st., 
Wolverhampton. 

Durham.—Erection of a new school at Shetley 
Bridge, for EC: *R. Gallacher, Ltd., Cemetery-rd., 
Blackhill, Consett, Co. Durham, cost £36,000 

Farnworth.—Erection of houses for BC, 24 at 
Milton-cres. and Tennyson-rd. and 8 at the eaetes 
of Buckley-la., Tennyson-rd. and Masefield-dr.: F. 
Davies, Ltd., Bank-st., Farnworth: £33,366 sah 
£10,667. 22 at Westland-ave. . Buckley-la. No. 1 site: 
*W. Lionel Gray (1933), Ltd., Hospital-rd., Darley, 
Farnworth, £29,529. 14 at Plodder-la. South No. 
site: *S. Hodgkiss, Ltd.. Castle-st., Farnworth 
£18,653. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Erection of office block in 
Stoneygate-la., 110 ft. by 63 ft., for the International 
Paint Co., Ltd.: *James R. Rutherford & Sons, Jes- 
mond, Newcastle-on-Tyne (work commenced). 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at Glassford: *Archibald Hamil- 
ton (Shopfitters), Ltd., 70, Glassford-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
retuse destructor buildings to be erected at Port Glas- 
gow-rd., Inchgreen, by Department of Health. Frank 
Boston, Burnet & Bell (F&A), architects, 180, Hope- 
st., Glasgow. Excavation, brick, building and allied 
works: *A. A. Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), Ltd., 2275. 
London-rd., Mount Vernon, Lanarkshire. Reinforced 
concrete and allied works: *Drummond, Linthgow & 
Co., Ltd., 109, Douglas-st., Glasgow. 

Howden.—24 houses on four sites. for RDC. 
Blenkinsopp & Thompson, architects, Cliftog-chbrs., 
Park-st., Selby. Quantities by Ullathorne & Dunling, 
Hull. 8 houses at Newport: P. R. Gillatt, South Cave, 
nr. Brough, £11,001. 8 houses at Gilberdyke: P. R. 
Gillatt, South Cave, nr. Brough, £11,114. 4 houses 
at Broomfleet: Sayner & McMaster, ‘Chanterlands-ave. ‘ 
Hull, £6,022. 4 houses at Bubwith: A. Morley & Sons, 
Bubwith, nr. Selby, £6,276. (Lowest tenders received.) 

Ince-in-Makerfield.—20 houses at Battersby-st. site, 
for UDC: *J. Gaffney & Son, 277, Whelley, Wigan. 

Lae Spa.—25 houses at Lillington estate, 


for BC. . R. Lane, Ltd., Trafalgar-st., Coventry, 
18: *R. ‘i. Hopkins (Builders), Ltd... Dormer-pi., 
Leamington. 


Leek.—52 houses and 24 flats at Norton Green 
site, for RDC: *G. Minshall & Co., Ltd., 292a, 
Waterloo-rd., Cobridge, Stoke-on-Trent, £90,561. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended July 10. 

Hutting: W. and J. R. Watson, Ltd., 81, Great 


King-st., Edinburgh, 3. Resurfacing work: Crowley 
Russell & Co., Ltd., Castleford, Yorkshire. Runway 
construction: Keir Cawder, Ltd., 9, Upper 


Grosvenor-st., London, W1. Heating services: Walter 
Cowen, Ltd., Souldern-rd., London, 

Painting work: F. Parkinson, Ltd., Mowbray-dr 
Blackpool; Quick Bros., 192/2 00; Hotwell-rd., 
Bristol, 8: Wm. Herd & Co., 88, Baker-st., London. 
W1; Fields, Ltd., 248, Kings-rd., Reading, Berks; 
R. Long & Sons, Ltd., 1, Grove-rd., Easton, Port- 
land, Dorset; Ben. D. Gibbs & Son, Ltd., Mill-par., 
Newport, Mon; C. A. Hayes & Son (Painting), Ltd., 
Stork House, Hotwells, Bristol, 8; Geo. Jones & Son 
(Cttrs.), Ltd., Kensington Church-st., London, W8; 
Dudley Coles, Ltd., 6/13, Bath-st., Plymouth; A. 
Hector Grabham, Ltd., 21, Blandford-st., Sunderland; 
Modern Decorations (Horsforth), Ltd., Stanhope-dr., 
Horsforth, nr. Leeds, Yorks. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
London Midland Region:— 

Labour only for the cleaning and painting of Euston, 
down side carriage shed: *Druce & Co. (Decorations), 
Ltd., 56, Baker-st., Wl. Reconstruction of bridge 
No. 76 over the River Dove on the Stoke Junction- 
Willington Junction line, Derby: *The Cementation 


o., Ltd., 39, Victoria-st , SW1 (piling contract), and © 


*The Butterley Co., Ltd., Butterley, nr. Derby (general 
contract). Stores and amenities at Fleetwood station: 
*Keenan & Yates, Ltd., Lord-st.. St. Annes-on-Sea. 
Renewal of roof of No. 16 wheel shop with protected 
metal sheeting at Derby locomotive works: *Cellac- 
tite and British Uralite, Ltd., Cellactite House, White- 
hall-pl., Gravesend, Kent. Removal of roof cover- 
ings, provision of scaffolding and safety sheets at 
Carlisle Citadel station (Stage 1): *The Demolition 
and Construction Co., » 3, St. James’s-sq., SW1. 
Painting of Carlisle Citadel station roof (Stage 1): 
*Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., Chapel-st., Adlington, 
Lancs. Renewal of the high-level roof with patent 
glazing at Carlisle Citadel station: *Mellowes & Co., 
Ltd., Corporation-st., Sheffield, 3. Renewal of the 
high- “level roof coverings with Robertson’s protected 
metal sheeting at Carlisle Citadel station: *Weston & 
Co. (Manchester), Ltd., 97, Bridge-st., Manchester, 3. 
Heating and hot water service in the machine shop 
and engine shed segment London-rd. motive power 
depot, Leicester: *Ashwell & Nesbit, Ltd., Barkby- 
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rd., Leicester. Labour only for the cleaning and 
painting of St. Pancras station roof, London: *C. & T. 
Painters, Ltd.. Mordaunt-rd., Harlesden, London, 
NWI0. Barriers, etc., for the Lime-st. station improve- 
ments at Liverpool: *Robert Myles, Ltd., 30/2, Bred- 
Liverpool. Modernisation (Stage 2) of the 
examination and repair shop at Crewe North motive 
power depot: *Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., Chapel-st., 
Adlington, Lancs. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
the Eastern Region. Reconstruction of east abutment 
and south-east wing wall of underline bridge between 
Canning Town and Pepper Warehouse over River Lea 
at Bow Creek: *Caffin & Co., Ltd., 25, Craven-st., 
Strand, London, WC2. Part’ supply and complete 
erection of Lineside fencing in the Peterborough dis- 
trict: *Durafencing (Northern), Ltd., 13, Bridge-st., 
Manchester, 3. 

LCC.—Erection of three changing units in con- 
nection with the education playing fields at Fairlop, 
Essex: Thames Bates & Son, Ltd., Romford, £53,964; 
Walter Gladding & Co., Ltd., Stepney, £53,485; F. R. 
Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Dagenham, £52,720; A. E. 
Symes, Ltd., Stratford, £51,786; Wm. J. Jerram, 
Ltd., East Ham, £51,429; Field-Davis, Ltd., Barking, 
£50,054; Charles S. Foster & Sons, Ltd., Loughton, 
£49,560; W. J. Cearns, Ltd., Stratford, £49,336; H. C. 
Horswill, Ltd., Forest Gate, £49,166; E. A. Russell, 
Ltd., Walthamstow, £48,968; *J. & R. Rooff, Ltd., 
West Ham, £48,329. The architect’s comparable esti- 
mate is £46,841. 

LCC.—Construction of a five-storey block of 30 
flats and 13 tenants’ store sheds, which will com- 
plete the development of the Oliver Goldsmith estate, 
Camberwell; Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup, £70,990; 
Token Construction Co., Ltd., Westminster, £70,410; 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone, £70,256: 
E. A. Russell, Ltd., Walthamstow, £69,666; Thomas 
& Edge, Ltd., Woolwich, £68,994; Marples Ridgway 
& Partners, Ltd., Westminster, £67,976; M. Howard 
(Mitcham), Ltd., Mitcham, £67,872; W. E. Chivers 
& Sons, Ltd., Westminster, £67,800; Wilson Lovatt 
& Sons, Ltd.. Westminster, £66,626; *A. T. Rowley 
(London), Ltd., Tottenham, £66,381. The architect's 
comparable estimate is £67,051. 

LCC.—Construction of 60 flats in three five-storey 
blocks and 20 houses on the Eliot Vale site, 
Lewisham: Halse & Sons, Ltd.. Woolwich, £193,487; 
The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Feltham, £190,626; 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon, £183,681; 
A. Roberts & Co.. Ltd., Westminster. £182,474; Geo. 
Parker & Sons, Ltd., Camberwell, £182,467; J. Garrett 
& Son, Ltd., Wandsworth, £182,060; Rowley Bros., 
Ltd., Tottenham, £180,963; A. T. Rowley (London), 
Ltd.. Tottenham, £178,841; Thomas & Edge, Ltd., 
Woolwich, £177,885; W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, 
Ltd., Westminster, £176, 420; Percy Bilton, Ltd., West- 
minster. £175,000; *M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., 
North Cheam, £174,053. The architect’s comparable 
estimate is £172,832. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police:— 

Internal ee at 32-47, Peel-dr., NW9: 
*Druce & Co., £1,273. Erection of 32 married quarters 
at Chingford ‘ee rd., South Chingford: *H. Fair- 
weather & Co., £61, 897, External painting and 
repairs at Abbotshall-ave., Morton Way: *Stevens & 
Stevens, £2,566. External painting and repairs at 
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No up-to-date builder nor architect 
should be without it. 


PRICE 7/6 
(packing and postage 9d.) 
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Willesden Green PS: *Chas. Baines (Cont.), Ltd., 
£525. External painting and repairs at Golders Green 
PS: *G. Butters & Sons, £1,396... External painting 
and repairs at East Barnet PS: *J. W. Cooper & Sons, 
£749. External redecoration and repairs at Harting- 
ton PS: *Venn Bros., £797. 

{London (MOW).—Coantracts placed by MOW 
during week ended July 3. 

London: Government-bldgs., Kidbrooke Park-rd., 
SE, stripping and re-felting roofs, J. G. Blythe & 
Co., Ltd., 9, Baring-rd., Lee, SE12; Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea, alterations and additions at the NW Wing 
(Gt. Kitchen End), John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., 92, 
Ebury Bridge-rd., SW1; Public Records Office, Chan- 
cery, WC2, conversion of existing fuel vaults into 
boiler room, provision of sub-floor heating to museum 
and redecorations, Trollope & Colls, Ltd., 82, Cole- 
man-st., EC2. Bedfordshire: Cranfield College of 
Aeronautics, Bedford, extension of houses, 1, East-rd 
and 16, Prince Philip-ave., Warton & Goodship, Ltd., 
8-8a, Union-st., Bedford. Derbyshire: —_% 


Langley Mill, erection of telephone exchange, G Ship- 
= & Son, Ltd., Newlands-dr., Riddings, Derby- 
shire. 

Gloucestershire: | NSHC Hostel, Brockworth, 
Gloucester, internal cleaning and _ redecoration, 
Hawkins & Holmes, Building Centre, Hunter-st., 


Cadoxton, Barry, Glam; South Wing and Block ‘* C,”’ 
Oakley Farm, Cheltenham, supply, delivery and erec- 
tion of demountable partitions, Richard Savage 
(Agencies), Ltd., 79, Portland-pl., Wl. Lancashire: 
Post Office Engineering Headquarters, Ireland-st., War- 
rington, alterations and additions, G. Moss & Sons, 
Ltd., Pennington Saw Mills, Leigh, Lancs; Risley, 
construction of additional office accommodations, Hut 
No. 9, George Moss & Sons, Ltd., Pennington Saw 
Mills, Leigh, Lancs. Perthshire: ‘Dunblane, Perth, 
erection of TRS, A. Headridge, Ltd., 11, Causeway- 
head- -rd., Stirling. Yorkshire: Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, Quarry Dene, Weetwood-la., Leeds, 
alterations and decorations, W. J. Kendall & Co., 
South-par., Pudsey, Yorks; broad-la., Sheffield, erec- 
tion of a research establishment, Henry Boot & Sons, 
Ltd., Banner Cross Hall, Sheffield, Il. 

€London (War Dept.). —Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended July 3:— 

Hampshire: Building work, Janes Builders, Ltd., 
Slough. Somersetshire: Miscellaneous, Frederick Cc. 
Spear, Ltd., Taunton. Hampshire: Building, Crosby 
& Co., Ltd., Farnham; Building, J. A. Manser & Son, 
Ltd., Bramley. Wiltshire : Laying of water main, 
James & Crockerell, Ltd., Durrington, Wilts. Hamp- 
shire: Building, E. $3 Logan (Putney), Ltd., London, 
SW15. Ayrshire: Building, James Miller & Partners, 
Ltd., Edinburgh. West Lothian: Site clearance, 
road work and fencing, Whatlings, Ltd., Glasgow. 
Leicestershire: Miscellaneous, Butterley Co. , Ltd., 
Derby. Yorkshire: Floor repairs, J. A. Hewetson 
& Co., Ltd., Hull; Painting, W. Manning, Bradford. 
Kent: Electrical installation, Freeman Electrical Co., 
London, El. Essex: Building, Joseph Moss & Son, 
Ltd., Colchester. 

Kent: Building, L. E. Edwards & Sons, Ltd., New- 
ington, Kent; Reslating of roofs, The Manchester 
Slate Co., Ltd., London, SW12. Essex: Painting, 
T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., London, W9. Cam- 
bridgeshire: Road repairs, Johnson & Bailey, Ltd., 
Cambridge. Pembrokeshire: Painting, J. H. Wood- 
ward (Contractors), Ltd., Leamington Spa. Shrop- 
shire: Painting, Harold ‘eS Gates, Ltd., Bradford. 
Warwickshire: Electric cable repairs, C. Stanley Tagg, 
Nottingham. 

Mablethorpe and Sutton.—16 maisonettes at junction 
of Waterloo-rd./Sherwood-rd., for UDC. R. W. 
Brewn, ARIBA, Osborne-st., Saaew: *Taylor & 
Coulbeck, Ltd.. Cleethorpes, £18 830. 

Macclesfield.—Erection of 37 houses, for TC: 
+Sparkes & Yearsley, Congleton, Cheshire, £45,880. 

Manchester.—Stage 11 of remodernisation of London- 
rd. Fire Station, for TC: *Robert Carlyle & Co., Ltd., 
Elsinore-rd., Trafford Park. Manchester. Construc- 
tion of Poundswick ‘‘ B”’ booster station: *G. & J. 
Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton. Construction of 9 flow 
control station buildings: *Hy. Ibbotson & Son, Ltd.. 
Blackburn. 

Manchester.—Erection of family group homes at 
Langley estate, for TC: 4, *H. Owen & Son, Ltd., 
Stockport; 5, *W. P. Mitchell, Ltd., Mobberley; 9, 
*Direct labour; 3@ houses at Plant Hill- rd., Blackley, 
*Direct labour: 98 maisonettes and flats ‘at Green- 
wood-rd., Wythenshawe: *Direct Jabour. 

Mansfield.—Erection of new buildings at Central 
Waterworks Depot, for BC: *J. Searson. Ltd., 
Maltings, Langwith, Sutton-in-Ashfield; 13 houses at 
Ladybrook estate, for BC: *A. H. Smith (Builders), 
Ltd., Brook-st., Sutton-in-Ashfield, £15,911. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 32 houses on the Park 
End housing estate, for TC. J. A. Kenyon, BE: 
*Iohn McCreton, Ltd., Kings-rd., North Ormesby, 
Middlesbrough, £41.522. 

MCC.—Erection of a branch library at Staines-rd., 
Bedfont: *J. Dorey & Co., Ltd., £9,597. Erection of 
a branch library at Yeading-la., Hayes: *Stanley Hugh 
Leach, Ltd., £7.286 (subject to the possession of the 
site being obtained and to Mo LG approval). 
Building work in connection with the erection of the 
first instalment of a central library at Ealing-rd., 
Wembley: *W. S. Try, Ltd., £6,845 (subject to 
MoH & LG approval). : 

Morecambe.—Houses for BC: 9, *Heysham Building 
Co., Ltd., Middleton-rd., Heysham; 4, *E. Webster 
& Co., Ltd., 28, Thornton-rd., Morecambe; 4, *A. 
Collis & Co., Ltd.; 12 flats and 4 houses at the 
Branksome-dr. estate, *E Webster & Co. (Morecambe), 
Ltd., 28, Thornten-rd., Morecambe. 

Morpeth. —Erection of two 40-bed villas at St. 
George’s Hospital, for Newcastle Hospital Board, 
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** Dunira,’” Osbornesrd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. P. H: Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of new St. Robert’s J. L. Womersley (A), City a. 2% 
‘Knighton (A), Board’s "chief A: *A. R. Robertson RC church at Fenham. Architect, Robert Burke, 10, Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., oe“, #91; Public Works 
.& Co.. East Park View, Blyth, Ab. 598. Lambton-rd., Newcastle: *John Laing & Sons. Dalston- Department, £132,696; E. & A. Tomlinson, 
rd., Carlisle. Ltd., £132,035; Bailey & A, in, £131,144; J. W. 
Northampton.—Erection of administrative block at Sivil, Ltd., £129, 494; *Reeves Charlesworth, Ltd., 
sewage disposal works, for : *H. Holloway & Sons, £128,468. 
Ltd., 8, Clarence-ave., Northampton, £11,384. 21 Sheffield.—Erection of 6 shops and stores at Wain- 
houses at Eastfield, for BC: *Clements Bros. (North- gate, for TC: *Direct labour, £16,271. 
ampton), Ltd., 64, St. Andrews-st., Northampton, Southport.—46 houses and 8 flats at Radnor-dr. si te, 
£29,186. for BC: *R. J. Barton & Sons, Ltd., 666a, Liverpool- 
North Shields.—Rebuilding of second and third rd., Ainsdale, £86,021. , 
floors of fish meal factory at Tanners Bank, for North South Shields.—Erection of a residence at Cleadon, 
Shields Fish Meal and Oil Co., Ltd. Architects, est. to cost £8,000: *D. Glen, Albert-rd., Jarrow. 
Tasker & Child, 25, New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on- South Shields.—Structural steelwork for proposed 
Tyne: *Hastie D. Burton, Ltd., King- -st., North additions to Horsley Hill cty. jun. sch., for EC, 
Shields. General contractors, G. Thornton & Co., Porches: ef. 
North Shields.—Factory additions for Dukes & st., South Shields: *Lothian Structural Developments, 
Markus, Ltd., gown’ manufacturers. Architects, Ltd., East Lothian. , - 
oe Stockdale, 73, en. North Shields: ‘ fr gg: oolag ys oe of ae gg at ie Vol. 
astie D. Burton, Ltd., King-st., North Shields. ord, for Thomas eomans, Ltd., Attwood-st., Lye: 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH Penistone.—16 houses at Shrewsbury-rd., for UDC: ‘*Steel Construction & Fabricatien, Ltd. 
*Hey & Murfin, Summer-la., Wombwell, £22,213. Surbiton.—Erection of shops and maisonettes at 
Piymouth.—Erection of 90 Cornish Unit houses on the corner of Hook and Clayton-rds., Surbiton. The 
the extension sites at Manadon Vale and Chaucher architects are Lee & Dickins, 15, Great James-st., 
Way: ‘*Selleck, Nicholls & Co., Ltd., £120,893. Bedford-row, London, WC1, and the quantity sur- . 
Erection on the same sites of 299 Easiform houses: veyors are Mathew & Crouch, Bedford-row House, COKRES 
*John Laing & Son, Ltd., £396,291. Erection of 58, Theobalds-rd., WC1. OBITUA 
six houses at Crownhill: *J. W. Spencer, Ltd., Bridge Walker, Ltd. .. . £26,870 
£8,051. . Worboys & Sons, Ltd. a . 26.638 SCHOO 
Prudhoe (Northumberland).—Erection of two 50-bed William Willett, Ltd. 25,607 The . 
villas at Prudhoe and Monkton Hospital, for New- Baileys (Builders and Contractors), Ltd. 24,208 Polytec 
castle Hospital Board, ‘‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd.. New- _F. Liley & Sons, Ltd. 24,165 SCHOO] 
castle-on-Tyne. P. H. Knighton (A), Board’s chief A: Tersons, Ltd. 23,948 p 
*Thomas Clements & Son, Selborne-gdns., Newcastle- *Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. 23,320 RIBA: 
on-Tyne, £54,545. Tettenhall.—Erection of two blocks of three-store DEVELC 
St. Helens.—Erection of a new factory at the Parr flats at the Grange estate, for UDC: *J. H. Vint BRIDC 
factory estate, for the Sunnyside Stitching and Knit- Son, 32, North-st., Wolverhampton. a 
ting Co., Ltd., Gaskell-st., St. Helens. Architects, Walsall.—Erection of 3 shops with living accom- LAW 
Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners, Queen Anne’s Lodge, modation at Reservoir-st., Alumwell-rd. estate, for Damag 
London, SWI: *William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Roscoe- BC: *Eadie & Co. (Wolverhampton), Ltd., 29, Water- Archite 
st., Liverpool, q. loo-rd., Wolverhampton, £7,936. VISUAL 
Selby.—24 houses at Stainer Wood estate, for UDC. West Bromwich.—Erection of Churchfields sec. mod. cil’s Ar 
Blenkinsopp & Thompson, AF.RIBA, Clifton-chbrs., sch., for EC. Architects, Richard Sheppard & Part- . . 
Park-st.. Selby. Quantities by A. W. West, FRICS, ners, 16, Bedford-pl., London, WCI: *Tersons, Ltd., PROPOS 
York: R. K. Poskitt (Beal), Ltd., Beal, nr. Goole, 4, Dollis Park, Finchley, London, N3. Houses for STRE] 
; Yorks, £34,502 (lowest tender received). ? BC: 40 at Tanhouse estate: *Sir Alfred McAlpine & HOUSIN 
Sheffield.—Work for City C.—28 flats at Richmond- Son, Ltd., Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton, £52,944. Interna 
rd.: *P. Hassall, £27,229. 14 houses at Harthill-rd.:| 4 at Westmorland Court: *Clayton Bros., 18, Old Sought 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION *H. Dernie & Sons, Ltd., £17,726. Two houses at Heath-rd., Old Heath, Wolverhampton, £8,101. 42 : 
Rolleston-rd.:_*Wilson & Middleton, Ltd., £2,747. at Yew Tree estate: *Direct labour, £53,798. BIRMIN 
Sheffield.—Erection of 8 blocks of maison- — Whitley Bay.—Work is in hand on dairy at Hill = ILL, 
ettes and maisonettes and flats, comprising Heads, Te Coast Creamery, Ltd. Architect, C. Solo- “7 
88 dwellings, on the Greenhill-Bradway estate. mon, 30, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: Wm: As IN PAR 
Gofton, Ltd., Front-st., Monkseaton. 
Wolverhampton.—53 dwellings at Wednesfield site “PLAND 
No. 3, for BC: *Nathan Hyde, 6, Claremont-rd., PLANT! 
Sedgley, £60,691. 
York.—36 flats, Nicholas-st., for City C. City A, 
8, St. Leonard’s-pl.: *F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., Blue 
“i Bridge-la., York, £41,404. 
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